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S .E.Rv.M. a N, I, 

FamilyiW^rihip recommcndcdt 

By Andrew Hunter, D. D. 

Jos. xxiv. 15. 
As for me and my hufe^ ive wiUferve the Lord* 

THESE words arc part of a folcmn ad- 
drcfs to God*s ancient people Ifrael, de- 
livered by Jofliua at the clofe of an ac- 
tive and ufeful life ; and could not fail to com- 
mand attention, as they procee(ded from one 
no lefs venerable for age, wifdom, and expe- 
rience, than for his unlhaken integrity, high 
rank, and illuftrious deeds. Verf. 14. "No\r 
*• therefore fear the Lord, and fervc him in 
** fincerity and truth, and put away the 
♦' gods which your fathers ferved on the o* 
•* ther fide of the flood, ^nd hi Egypt ; and 
•« ferve ye the Lord. And if it feem evil 
** unto you to' feiVe the Lord, chufe you this 
<* day whoni y^ii -^iW ferve, whether the gods 
** whom your fathers rerved that were on the 
** other fide of the fki6dV [viz. Jordan^, on 
" the gods of th€ AndAfit^j in whofe fend 
«• ye dwell.'' Then he idBshh own fix^d dc-l 
termination :. ** But as for .m^ and my houfe, 

• voju.iiL A ' ^r^^ 



i Family-wwflup fccomtnendcd. Scr. i. 

^* we will fcrvc the Lord ;** that is, I am rc- 
folved to be religious myfeif to the end of life, 
and to Tccommcnd the fcrvice of God to my 
relations^ and all under my roof, by my ad- 
vice, example, and influence ; I am determi- 
ned to check impiety and licentioufnefs, and 
to ufe n^j b^ft endeavours that all my family 
join me in the worfhip and obedience of the 
living God. Such is the purport of the refo* 
tution of this wortjiy gcper^l. 

Imagine not, however^ that Jofhua thought 
it entirely in his awn power^ or in the power 
of any mafter of a family, to make all thole 
who dwell in his honfe fincerely pious and ho«- 
ly. Many, after their beft endeavours, have 
had melancholy experience of the contrary. 
To change the heart, is the work of God* 
But Jofliua was refolved, that nothing ftiould 
be wanting on his part to promote the fpiritual 
welfare of all in his houfe ; and trufted, that 
the divine blefling would render his endea- 
vours fuccefsful. It is not uqlikely, indeed, 
that the domeftics of thi^ good man were 
pioufly difpofed, like himfelf ; and that, from 
his knowledge of their charafter , he might 
venture to promife oxi their faithful adherence 
to the duties of religion : '< As (or me and 
f* my houfe, we will ferv.e the Lord." 

Various are the methods by which the head 
of a family may pron^ote the religious interefts 
of thofe under his. roof ; by inftrufling them 
in the principles and duties of religion, joinf 
JM v^tl^ ihcm dai}y in the ci^^tcikf of devo* 



family- worflnp rccomfncnded'. § 

tibiij frequeot eatechtificg of younger ptrfons'x, 
admonifhing and reproving the thougHtlefii 
and vicious, and finally exhibiting in his own 
life an amiable reprefenfatiod of religioD| 3 
bright pattern of every Chriftian virtue. 

To no caufe can the prefent declining ftaW 
of piety, and growing licentioufnefs of man-* 
sters, be more juftly atuibuted, than to the 
great negleft of family-rdKgioA^ "Were heads 
of families at due pains to perform the inv 
porfant duties now fuggeftcd, we might with 
reafon indulge the pkaftng hope, that ou/ 
Zion would yet flourilh, " that righteoufncfj 
•* would run down our ftreets as a ft ream, 
•« and judgement like a mighty current," T(J 
thoie therefore in this a£embly who are pla« 
ced in that charaAer or reiation of life, would 
I now addrefs myfelf ; and gladly would I 
periuade them to adopt and eSeftuate the re- 
fohition of the viflorious leader of Ifrael^ 
** As for me and my houfc, , we will ferve the 
« Lord." 

The particular branch of family-religion 
which I propofe to recomtnend at prefent, i« 
family-worfhip r A very important duty j and 
which I am perfiaaded there ifr at this» time the 
greateft «ced to inculcate ; for there never wa» 
a period in which it was more generally ne- 
gledled. Every attentive reader of the context 
will difcover, that iervisg the Lord means 
here, paying worihip or homage to him, a« 
^xprefled by adoration, thank%iving, and*fup- 
plicatioa > for it is put in oppofition to the 
A a negleft 



4 Family-worfliip recommended. Scr. r- 

neglcft of religious worftiip, or grofs miftakes 
as to the objeft of it. 

It fliall be my endeavour, in dependence 
on divine gr^ce, . i. to point put and enforce 
the .obligatiatf$ to thfr-dail]} p]^kj;^of family* 
worfliip.5 2. To examine and refutj? apologie$ 
for the negleft of it ; and. conclude with an 
application fuitablc to .my f^bjeft. 

I. Atte$id then to .the rearonaWenefs of 
this duty. It is hardly needful to pbfcrve, that 
the difference hetweeq family-wor£hip and the 
other .fpecies of ^devotion,, viz.; fecret and pu- 
blic worihip, is, that the former is the aft of 
a family, and fhould- have a reference to the 
fiate of it at the time.; the latter are the afts 
of an individual, or of a large ibciety, an4 
fhould likewife have a refpeft to their particu- 

~lar circumftances. Now what can be more 
fit, than that a family fhould unite in the wor- 
fhip of the' living God ? In whatever point 
of view we conlider it, this will appear to be 
a reafonable fervice* Every argument that 
can be propofed with refpeft tathe obligations 
of prayer, in general, might be urged with 
ftrength jn fupport pf this branch of it; but 
we fhall confine Qu^eJvcs to jtlvofe which are 
more ftriftlyxonneflied.with tl^is duty^ 

I. The fupxeme* Being i».the fmni^r pf fa* 
miliest and thercfjouce ihould be acknowledged 

•by them as fuch. . 

L Jt is a clear jprinc^plf^^of reafon, Jhaj: God 
i ^ Ihould 



Family-worlbip retommencfedV '^ 

fliduld be acknowledged by his rational creaw 
tores in every relation in which his providence 
hath placed them. Now» if this is unque> 
ftionabiy one of the moft imporunt relations 
ef life^ it is obvioufiy: fit,, that thofe who are 
placed in it fiionld frequently Join in a corre-. 
fpondent aA of homage to him who ** fettletb 
** the bounds of their habitatlone.'* If fecret 
prayer is> our duty as individuals, if public 
worihip is binding en men as members of a 
community; fami)y-worfliip is* as much obli- 
gatory on U9^ a& members of families; for 
what are families but finaller foeieties ? It is 
God who is the eftablifher of houfeholds ; it 
U he who formed' foic man a helpmeet for 
him, and who appointed the facred bond of 
aaarriag^ for the mutual comfort of both, par* 
ties, and' for the continuing' of a feed to ferve 
him. It iS' the Almighty who» " plaocth the 
•* folitary in families 5 children are his heri- 
^ tage, and the fruit of the womb his re-^ 
" ward%" He is the father of all the families^ 
of the earth; his. providence continually pre- 
fides over theiB refpedllve intercfts, and df- 
refts every event that b^fals them.. " A fo» 
** honoureth hi* father, and a^ fervant his. 
^ mafter.** The fubordination of nature and 
pf fociety requires it. Should- not them our 
heavenly Parent and Matter receive the ho- 
mage of every family of reafonable beings,. 
feeing he is invefted with thefe characters in a 
much higher degree than they ever* obtain a«- 
fOQDg men7 

A 3 ^^ 
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2. If we take a view of the ftate of families, 
we will fee the peculiar rea&nablenefs and pm" 
priety of this duty. 

Hath not every family many fins to confefe be* 
fore God ? Is not every member chargeable with 
adding to the, guilt of their. fmaEl foicicty, by 
innumerable omifGons and violations. of duty ? 
Are. not many families a{>t .to eixceed in the 
ufe of the lawful cbiufocts-of life, or deficient 
in gratitude to the {beneficent author of them ? 
Are not the heads of many families charge* 
able with idlenefs, inaftivity, and prodigality, 
on the one hand, or with immoderate folici* 
tude and parfimony, on the other, in the ma- 
nagement of their fecular affairs ? Do not ma- 
ny children give early indications of perverfe 
tempers, and a ftrong tendency to do what 
they are forbidden ? Are they not often guilty 
of afts of undutifulnefs to tliei# parents, of ly- 
ing, the contempt of good advice and reproof, 
abufe of the means of their education, the 
difregard or negleft of things facred ? Do 
not fervants increafe much the guilt of fami- 
lies, both by frequent inattention to religious 
obligations, and the defeftive performance of 
the duties of their ^ftation ? Is it not then 
highly proper that family-fins, whether of a 
more or Icfs aggravated kind, Ihould be ac- 
knowledged before God in frequent and u- 
nited adis of humble confeflion ? May not 
judgements, inftead of bleflings, be expected 
by thofe whofe tranlgrcffions are not confefl> 

cd 
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ed.widi contritioni and* whofe hearts are 
hardcoed throughthe. d^cejtfulnefs of fin ? 

Furth£r>.Jiia..Teaii)iJftWeneft of family dc- 
IvofidD^p^ears from: the many fayours we arc 
^difiiy receiving from the hand, of God. It is 
rhe who gives us. food .and raiment, comfort- 
able lodging, and refrelhing fleep i it is he 
who protefts' us from innumerable dangers, 
-who reftorcs the fick to health, and continues 
-us in the exercif^'of our rational (powers ; it 
is he who profpers induftry, and crowns out 
iioneft undatakings with fuccefs. To his 
'good providence we ace indebted for being 
•born in a land. of liberty, and enjoying, in pu- 
rity and plenty, thb light and ordinances of 
the gofpel. Thefe and other bleffings are fcat- 
tered with a more liberal hand upen fome fa- 
milies than on others ; but there is none which 
doth not receive various proofs of the divine 
benignity. Should not thefe be devoutly ac*i 
knowledged ? Would not an indigent family, 
who derived their fupport from fome gene- 
rous benefadlor, be juftly deemed. moft un- 
grateful and unworthy, if the different mem- 
bers, or the head of it, as the niouth of the 
reft, did not exprefs a warm fenfc of fuch ob- 
ligations f. Is it not then unqueftionably fit 
and Tcafimabie, that a daily facrifice of thankf- 
glving ami pralfe fhould be offered up by Chri- 
ftian families to that almighty and gracious 
being, on whom they continually depend, 
and from whom they receive every enjoyment* 
J\gain, as we have many bleflings to aik from 

God, 



It Pamily-worihip recommehdcdt. Scr; tl 

God, for oarfelves, and thole with whom wr 
are connedled, it is evidently proper to pour 
forth united fupplications to tiie Hearer of 
prayer, and Father of mercies. We fhould 
daily imj^ore the forgivenefs of thofe fins of 
which every memiber of the family hath beca 
guilty, and aik thofe fupplies- of grace which 
*are, fuited ta our different circumftances and 
occafions. When we confider to what duties 
we are called, and to what trialst we arc cx^ 
pofed, in this probationary ftate, how needful^ 
does it appear for the head of a family t« 
ftipplicaje, in behalf of himfelf, and thofe 
under his roof, ftrength to refift temptations 
to intemperance, unlawful gain, or any for- 
bidden plcafure; knowledge, prudence, and 
aftivity, for the difcharge of their refpeftive 
dtities J fuccefs to their different ftudies and 
worldly purfuits ; patience and fortitude of 
mind under the affiftions and difappointments 
of life ? How proper is it to pray, that ungodly 
relations, children^ or other domeftics, may 
undergo a faving change of nature j. and that 
thofe who are religi6ufly difpofed may go on, 
with increafing ftrength, in the ways of piety 
and holinefs ? As the circumftances of fami*^ 
lies are various, the petitions of thofe who 
prefide in thefe united afts of devotion^ fhould 
correfpond to their different emergencies • and 
fituations. 

How canyon reafonably expeft the WefP 

ings. of which you ftand in need, if you are 

not at the pains to aik them ? Did you know 

^ " fil 
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of a perfon who conld give you a cure for 
any loathfomc and dangerous difeafe, to whicli 
your, families were liable, would you not 
apply for it with the moft folicitous importu* 
jiity J. a^id can any family who are fenfiblc 
q£ ^hqir;prefent guilty and needy condition, 
hefi^at? a moment about jpining with frequen- 
cy and .united ardour in imploring bleflings 
jnych inQrc ixrxpQrtam, aad which, we are af» 
fured, the. great pbjqft of prayer, is Jjoth abl^ 
and willing, to beftow on,(eye,ry fi^cere fup- 
pliant ? ^for if jearthly parents,; " being, evil, 
^^' know how to give good gifts^ unto thei^; 
y children, how jqiuch more (hall our Father 
.** who iS'in heaven giye-.good things to then* 
<< that afk him?" . . 

. Be perfuadedj theni to be regular in your 
family-devotions. It is a reafonable and bo- 
soming fervice. Even the Heathen nations 
appear to have been fenfible of the rea- 
fonablenefs of this duty. Though their no- 
tions concerning the. Deity were very erro- 
neous, and their worfhip grofsly faulty.; yet 
they prefented their homage ii> a ^relative or 
/amily-capacjty as well, as:.individujils.. ^They 
had tneir pen<Ues^G^ JiCBifeh^Jd gods, to whom 
families ad4refle4 rfiei^idfvotipns. Suchfeems 
to have bp^p tjie . teraplljm, ,pr graven image^ 
which;^Jlaab, a inan of Mount Ephraim^ had 
in.his,iipuff;.; ,^nd on a^ccou^t of which he 
rhircd, a.;pj:i8ft| QX dpn\eftic chaplain. Thefe 
.deities were cpnfidered and, worfhipped as the 
, guardians; of .their habitations, and proteftors 
• of their families. The profperity' of their 

children^ 
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children, and fuccefs of their fecular affairs, 
were fuppofcd to depend as much on their be- 
nign influence, as the iflue of battles, and o- 
ther public undertakings, on tht propitious 
countenance of the objefts of their public 
worfhip. Though we acknowledge the mode 
of their worfhip to have been grofsly fuperfli- 
tious, the practice kfelf is a clear proof of 
their conviction of the obligations to family, 
devotion. Their conduft is in fome meafurc a 
pattern, I wifh I had not reafon to fay, that 
it is a reproof, to many families in Chriflian 
countries, who live in the habitual ncgleft of 
this duty, O may they profit by the admo- 
nition ! for it fhall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon, for Sodom and Gomorrah, in the 
day of judgement, than for thofc who coun- 
teraft the brighter difcovcries of the gofpcL 
The Almighty fhall «« pour out his fiiry up- 
** on the families that call not on his name.'*^ 

3. This leads me to point out, ^n the tAird 
place, the obligations to family-worfhip froia 
divine revelation. 

Now 1 own, that I know of no clear and 
cxprefs precept in the fcriptures enjoining this, 
duty. Indeed, as it was a branch of natural 
religion, it was not to be expefted ; for it 
hath been often and }ufHy remarked, that 
revelation does not direftly enunciate, but 
proceeds upon a fiippofed previous knowledge 
and acknowledgement of fuch truths as arc 
difcoverable by the human underflanding.^ 
This duty, however^t fcems to be implied ia 

fome^ 
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fbme of the general exhortations with reipcft 
to prayer : as '^ Pray without ceafing/' and 
** In every thing give thanks ; for this is the 
«* will of God in Chrift Jcfus concerning yon. 
^ Praying with all prayer and fupplication in 
*' the Spirit^ and watching thereunto with all 
^ perfeverance and fupplication for all faints. 
♦* Ofier the facrificc of praife to God contl- 
«* nually ; that is, the fruit of your lips, gi- 
*' vi'ng thanks to his name.** As frequency 
in all kinds of religious addrefles is fo ftrong- 
ly recommended by the Spirit of God, the 
united homage of famiUes, as being one im- 
portant fpecies of prayer, appears to be com- 
prehended in thefe exhortations. The words 
of our Saviour are remarkable in Matth. xviii. 
19. ** I fay unto you, that if two of you fliall 
** agroe on earth as touching any thing that 
'< they (hall a&, it ihall be done for them of 
«« my Father which is in heaven. For where 
** two or three are gathered together in my 
«* name, there am I in the nudfl of them ;" 
a promife which, thoiigh jt may be extended 
to public wor(hip, is more immediately appli- 
cable to fecial and famHy devotion. That ex- 
cellent prayer which our Lord taught his dif- 
dples, is exhibited in the form of an addrefs 
from an aflbciatcd body : •• Our Father which 

** art in heaven, give us this day our dai* 

" ly bread,* ice. It is well adapted to a fa- 
mily when united in a£b of adoration, fuppli< 
cation, and thankfgiving, to their c.ommpa 
JPAxent and Sovereign, 

But 
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But this duty of family-worflijp b clearly^ 
recommended by the example of feVeral of th^ 
faints in fcripturc. Their conduiEt Is dcclara-' 
tivc of the genius of our holy religion) atid* 
the bcft commentary on its inftitutions.'. The 
true charafter of its profeflbfs -may be Tcarri- 
ed from the lives of thbfe wliSfe'Vil>tucs are 
recorded in the infpirld writings, as pat- 
terns of piety' aiid bbcdheifcetoTuccdeding ge-^ 
nerations. 

' Abrahani, l»rho was diftinguifhed by the ap- 
pellation of the Friend of God^ and Father <^ 
the faithful^ is juftly celebrated for the good* 
government of his family j of which this duty 
\i an feflential part. How honourable is that _ 
teftimony concerning him, Gen. xviii. 19. " I 
" know him, (fays the Moft High), that he 
** wiU command his children, and his houfe- 
** hold after him, and they fhail keep the 
** way of the Lord, to do juftice and judge- 
** ment.** Similar to his was the condudt of 
Job; to whom there was none like or equal 
in all the earth, a perfeft and upright man, 
one who feared God, and efchewed evil. 
We are informed how careful he was, in his 
profperity, to temper mirth with piety, and 
attend to the religious intercfts of his family : 
*« His fons went and feafled in their houfes, 
*' every one his day ; and fent and called for 
•* their three fiftei's to eat and drink with 
•* them. And it was fo, when the days of 
** their feafting were gone about, that Job 
«* fent, and fanftified them, and rofe up ear- 
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** ly in the morning, and offered burnt of- 
** ferings, accbrding to the number of them 
** all : for Job faid, It may be that my fons 
•* have £nned, and curfed God in their 
** hearts. Thus did Job continually." Job, i, 

45- 

Queen Efther, too, is famed amongfi: 
thofe devout worthies who have not been a-» 
(hamed to honour God in their families. 
When her nation was threatened with deftruc* 
tion, fhe iflued this pious and fuitable order : 
** Go, gather together all the Jews that are 
<< in Shufhan, and faft ye for me, and nei« 
«* iher eat nor drink three days, night or 
•* day.** Obfervc her own refolution : ** I alfo 
'< and my maidens will faft likewife, and fo wiU 
*• I go in unto the King, which is not accor- 
<« ding to' the law ; and if I periflit I perifh.'* 

King David, after having fixed the ark la 
its proper place, and joined in the public de- 
votions fuitable to that folemnity, returned 
to blefs his houfehold, or recommend them 
to the divine favour. The 30th pfalm was 
probably compofed and ufed at the dedicatioa 
of his houfe. In the loift pfalm, he lays 
down a plan of conduA as the mafter of a 
family, as well as a monarch. 

John the Baptift taught hb feled attendants 
to pray. 

Our blefled Saviour, whofe life is the only 
perfeft pattern of virtue, was likewifc emi- 
nent for the praftice of this duty^ The facred 
liiAorians frequently remai^k itis joining with 

VoL.IIL B his 
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his family or little college of difciples in prayer 
to God. 

Cornelius, the Roman centurion, is defcri- 
hed to have been a devout man, and one that 
feared God with all his houfe, who gav« 
much alms to the people, and prayed to Go4 
always. 

Other fcripture-examples might be men- 
tioned ; but thefc are fufBcient for evincing 
family-worfliip to have been the praftice, and 
of courfe to be the duty, of the fajpts. A- 
greeably to thefe c:^cellent patterns, the bulk 
of devout Chrifiiaijs, in every age and coun-, 
,try, have aflenibled their families, to offe/ up 
frequent and united devotions to the great 
founder of families. Keep then habitually in 
view thefe venerable charaftej;"s, and be ambi- 
tious to refemblc them. Deem it your ho- 
nour, no Icfs than your duty, to be imitators 
of the blefled Jefus, and of thofe who, through 
faith and patience, are now inheriting the 
promifes.* Paul, in the conclufion of his e- 
piftles, often falutcs the faints by name, with 
jthe churches or focietiqs of worflhippers itt 
their houfes. Let your houfes alfo be as 
jtemples of the living God ; let your fami- 
lies be nurferies of religions and focieties of 
jdevout worfliippcrs. 

4. Attend to the obligations of family-wor- 
fliip, from intercft, or the ufeful pui-pofes to 
which it is fubfervient, 

Thefe are various, both with refpeft to the 
body and the foul, time and eternity. Were- 

they 
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tTiey confidered with ferioufnefi and impar- 
tiality, they would prove powerful induce- 
ments to this duty. If performed with fuit- 
able difpofitions of mind, it will draw down 
the blefling of Heaven upon your families, and 
your honed induftry. Time piefy is the moft 
cffcftual prefervative from diflionefly, inteni- 
perance, and debauchery, which ruin at once 
the charafter, fortune, and conflitution, - It 
afibrds the ftrongeft excitements to induftry 
m bufinefs, and the faithful difcharge of the 
relative duties of life. The fear of God, and 
the fenfe of a futufe judgement, which are 
the principles of moft powerful operation on 
human conduft, are Aaeriftied by the exerciTes 
of devotion. With what propriety can that 
perfon who hath implored, in the prefence 
of his family, the divine direftion and bleflf 
ing on his fecular affairs, negleft his bufinefs, 
:lnd fpend his time and fubftance in idleneTs 
and riot ? How can he aft the part of an un- 
wind hufband, an unfeeling father, a feverc 
and tmreafonable mafter, or an unfaithful 
friend, after having made a folemn approach 
to a God of love, and interceded for them 
and himfelf before the fearcher of hearts ? 
Can it be reafonably fuppofed, that one who 
acknowledges God regularly in his houfe, 
will dare to profane his name, and deride fa- 
cred things, in the very prefence of thofe who 
have been the witneffes of his religious ad- 
drefTes ? A regard to outward profeffion and 
character muft powerfully rcftrain from fuch in- 
B 2 decency 
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decency and inconfiftency of conduft. — — But 
higher principles may be expefted to influence 
ihofe who are pundlual-in family-devotion. 

True godlinefs is profitable for the life which 
BOW is, as well as for that which is to come. 
Befides the tendency of thofe moral virtues 
which are infeparably conneAed with and che- 
rifhed by piety, to promote our worldly inte- 
reft, may it not reafonably be expelled, that 
the divine countenance and fuccefs will attend 
thofe projefts which have been formed with 
a fenfe of our dependence on the Almighty, 
and accompanied with earneft fupplications 
for his bleffing ? «* The curfc of the Lord is 
** in the houfe of the wicked, but he bleflleth 
*• the habitation of the juft.'* Confcious of 
the divine favour and proteftion, ye who are 
the fincere worfhippers of the Moft High^ 
need not tremble at the approach of dan- 
ger, nor link under any calamity : " Grod 
" is your refuge and ftrength j be not afraid 
«* then for the terror by night, nor for the 
•' arrow that fleeth by day, nor for the pe* 
^* flilence that walketh in darknefs, nor for 
** the deftruftion that wafteth at noon-day. 
•* There fhall no real evil befal you, nor fhall 
** any plague come nigh your dwellings i fdj 
^* God ihall giv^e his angels charge over you^ 
^ to keep you in all your ways.'* 
* Further : Coniider how beneficial focial de- 
votion is to the members of your families. 
If you arc in the married ftate, it is excellent- 
ly calculated to procure the blcfliog of Hcavea 

oik 
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on that relation, and* to render it fiibfervient 
to your moil valuable interefts. St Peter>. 
wheii treating of the duties of Chriftian huf- 
bands and wives, clearly prefuppofes joint 
prayer, or family- devotion, to be a part of 
their employment. He enjoins them to " live 
*' together as heirs of the grace of life, 
*• that their prayers might not be hindered ;"" 
that is, that the whole of their behaviour 
ihould be fuitable to their religious profeflion,. 
and hope of falvation through Jefus Ghrift,. 
that fo the fuccefs of their united fupplications- 
might not be prevented. , 

No affeftion can be fo ftrong and lafting* 
as that which hath religion for its bads, or 
where there is an union of hearts in the fer- 
vice of the fame mafter. When the charms^ 
of novelty acfd beauty have^ loft their power* 
to pleafe, when the clouds of advcriity have 
thickened around, this principle hath difco-^ 
vcred its energy in ftrengthening the mutual 
attachment of thofe in this relation, and in 
reconciling their minds to their condition.- 
Joint prayer foftens impetuofity of temper, 
and difpofcs to forbearance and forgivenefs of 
injuries: it blunts the edge of the difappoint- 
ments, alleviates the cares, and gives double* 
relifh to the enjoyments of life. It is not to 
be fuppofed, that many will d^Wy approach^ 
a« God of love in united a£ls of devotion,, 
whilft their fpirits are rankled with jealoury,^ 
hatred, or difguft. Family- prayer may be the 
saeans of awakening an unequal yoke-fellow^ 
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to a ferious concerfi about her eternal interefts.^ 
In this refpeA fometimes hath ^* the unbelie- 
•* ving wife been fanAified by the believing, 
' •* hulband ;** his prayers have been anfwered,. 
and his endeavoui*s for her falvation crowned, 
with fuccefs. 

No lefs advantageous is the frequent per* 
formance of this duty to your children. It 
muft naturally ftrengthen their reverence and 
affeAion for their parents^ when they heac 
them daily pleading with earneftnefs at a. 
throne of grace in their behalf. Its influence 
is powerful in reftraining them from vice* 
Reverence will be excited, betimes in. their 
breafts for the name of God». and the inftitu- 
tions of rdigioQ. A principle of imitation iS' 
natural to the human mind. Ycfung people, 
are peculiai^ly apt to« imbibe the fentiments,^. 
and learn the manners, of thofe with whom, 
they frequently converfe, and are intimately* 
ccnneftcd. Much therefore depends on the 
example of parents. How can you cxpeft^- 
that your children will honour God^ and o- 
bey his laws, ify in their prefence, or widhu 
their knowledge j^ you profane his holy name^. 
and negleft his worihip ? How can you hope^' 
that they will pay much regard to theiE earth- 
ly parents,, whilft you ftifle in them a fenfc 
of duty to their Father' in heaven ? In nO' 
way can you fo ef&6hi:illy teach them to pray,, 
as by praying with them, and accuftoming. 
them to join you in addrcffing the Great 
Founder of families. This is a moft likely 

method 
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method of fixing on their minds early and 
deep impreffions of the truth and importance 
of religion, and raifing their thoughts^ above 
dxis world, to the contemplation of God, of 
Chrift. and heaven : it will prepare them, for 
the public fervice of the fan^hiaryi and for 
the due difcharge of the active duties of life.. 
Family-devotion will glew . the a£fe£tions of 
children one to another ^ a principle of di- 
vine love will ftrengthcn the tie&of natural 
connection. They will coniider themielves 
as united much more cloCbly by being joint 
£brvants of the fame mafier/anfl ezpedanu 
of the fame heavenly inheritance, than by 
their bearing the fame name, or partaking of 
common blood. If you wiih well then, pa- 
rents, to yourfelves and to your children, do^ 
not neglect this reafonable fervice. Give not 
your children caufe to afcribe their irreligious 
and vitious condu<5t to their living in your 
prayerlefs houfes* Speedily fet about this 
important duty ; you will never have reafon tOv 
vepent the performance of it. 

Equally profitable is regular family-devotioa 
for fervants or domeftics», as for children, 
Reading feledt pailages of fcinpture^ which 
ought to be a ftated part of this excrcife, will 
awaken their attention to ferious fubjedh, and 
inilruCl them in the leading truths and duties 
of religion. It is likely to excite them to 
read their Bibles ia fecret, and to animate 
them with the defire of fpiritual knpwledge. 
Prayer and praife may prove the channels 

through 
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through which the influences of the Holf 
Spirit may be conveyed to their fouls. Many 
have afcribed their convcrfion to famiiy- 
praycr. It may probably introduce a fedate 
frame of mind, check the levity of youth, and 
impetuofity of paiEon, and put them in a 
proper firamefor difcharging .the duties of 
the day ; it will remind them of the obliga- 
tions to Tecret prayer, and^fuggeft the man- 
ner in which it ihould be performed. 

I believe it will be found on inquiry, that thcr 
beft fervants are to be found in praying fami- 
lies. This may be eafily accounted for front 
the connexion between religious and relative 
duties. A reverence muft naturally be exer- 
ted in the minds of fervants for thofe mafters 
who lead their devotions, and whom they 
hear interceding with earneftnefs for them be»- 
fore God This principle will reftrain them 
from oflfending mafters fo tenderly concerned 
for their intereft, and excite them to recom*- 
mend themfelves by their fidelity and dili- 
gence. If a fpirit of unfeigned piety, which 
is cherilhed by prayer, defceqds from the 
head to the members of the family, it will not 
fail to produce this effect. Ye fervants of 
praying mafters, fliow that you ** count them 
**^ worthy of double honour, and be obedient 
*' tp them in finglcnefs of heart as untcr 
<* Chrift : not with eye-fervice, as men-plea- 
«* fers 5 but as the fervants of Jefus, doing 
^ the will of God from the hearty with good- 
^ •* will 
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•* will doing fcrvice as unto the Lord, and not 
** unto men.'? 

Lajily on this argument : The cxercifcs of 
family-devotion may prove greatly beneficial^ 
to your friends, vifitors, or thofe who may 
occafionally join you in this duty. A favou- 
ry and laAing fenie of divine things may 
thereby be produced in their minds ; they may 
have caufe to look on your houfcs as places 
where they became firft acquainted with God> 
and your devotions as the happy means of 
communicating fpiritual life» or filling them 
with the confolations of religion : ** He that 
«* walketh with the wife fhall become wife, 
<< but a companion of fools ihall be de- 
•* ftroyed.** Let a regard then to your do- 
meftic profperity and comfort determine you 
to adopt, and put in pra<Elice, the refolutioa 
of Joihua, ^' As for me and my houie, we will 
« fcrvc the Lord.** 

Coofider, further, parents, that the inte-> 
reft of your country will be highly promoted 
by fuch a conduA, as well as the advantage 
of your families. There is not fo true a pa- 
triot as the man who is uniformly religious* 
The city or country which contains many pious 
citizens, hath a more powerful defence than 
ramparts, walls, or military preparations, can 
afford. Had there been even five righteous 
perfons in Sodom and Gomorrah, thefe cities 
would have been faved from deftruAion. It 
is a truth abfolutely certain, though little at- 
tended to or acknowledgcdj that the prefent 

fafctf 
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ftfety of the wicked themfelves, is owing to 
their being intermingled in fociety with the 
juft. Their prayers avert divine judgements, 
and draw down bleffings upon the places iit 
which they refide, and the communities with 
which they are connefted; their authority, 
advice, and example, rcftrain many from 
grofs impiety and immorality. Nothing al- 
mofl: can contribute fo much tc preferve and 
increafe a holy feed, as family-religion. The 
devc^tional exercifes of a well-regulated fami- 
ly, and the inftrufting of children and fer- 
vants in Chriftian principles and duties, have 
an evident and ftrong tendency to promote 
their growth in grace and religious know- 
ledge. Families arc, in the nature of things, 
the firft of focieties ; out of them larger fo- 
cieti^s arc formed, or rather they are a com- 
bination of them. If families, therefore, are 
under due government, if the members of 
them are well-difpofcd, the church and ft ate 
to which they belong muft be in a flourrfhing 
condition. Thefe arc nurferies of good men, 
and good fubjefts ; this is a fountain from 
whence proceed many healing ftrcams to wa- 
ter the city of our God, and to enrich the 
countries through which they ffow. 

The inftruftions and impreffions received in 
yopth are generally lafting, and influence mens 
future character through life. None will be 
found to be fo honeft and induftrious in bufi- 
nefs, fo affeftionate and faithful in the dif- 
charge of relative duties, or fo zealous and 

aftivc 
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a£Uve in any caufe of public concemi as thofe 
who have been educated in religious fami- 
lies. 

Confider the exteniive as well as the be- 
nign influence of the duty now recommend- 
ed. Your children, trained to devotional 
exercifes, and formed, by the divine blefllng, 
to the love of piety and goodnefs under your 
care, may eftablifli afterwards families of their 
own, and fet up their altars to God there. 
They may probably imitate your laudable ex- 
ample, in praying with their children and fer- 
vantSy and in teaching them carefully thofe 
things which relate either to faith or to practice, 
to their prefent comfort, or future happineis. 
They again, it may be hoped, will be equally 
attentive to the religious concerns of their po« 
fierity. By thefe means a feed fhall be pre- 
fer ved, and multiplied, to fei ve God, which 
Aiall be accounted to him for a generation : 
>** OujC generation ihall praife his works to an* 
M other, and declare his mighty aAs. Even 
«* the children who fhall be born, ihall arifc 
** and declare them to their children, that 
'^ they alfo may Jet their hope in God, and 
** keep his commandments.'' 

It may be reafonably expedited, too, that 
many of the fervants who have lived in your 
houfes, and have been accudomed to prayer, 
will carry a praying fpirit out of them ; and 
that when married, or when they have got fa- 
milies of their own, they will maintain the 
worfliip of God| and pducate t^elr children 

in 
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in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
In this way may a fpirit of piety be diffufed 
far and wide, and tranfmitted perhaps from 
age to age as long as the world lads. 

But, on the other hand^ if you neglefV this 
duty, how pernicious may be the confequcn- 
ces to your country, and to pofterity ? I can- 
not exprefs my fentiments on this fubjeft more 
ftrongly than in the words of a late pious wri- 
ter, Orton's Difcourfcs, p. 1 30. . " In confe- 
** quence of your negkA of family-worfliip, 
«< your children and domeftics may omit it in 
** their families, and their childrens children 
«« may omit it ; fo that* perhaps, before the 
** end of the world, there may be hundreds, 
** and even thoufands, defcended from you, 
<^ who have in effect learned irreligion and 
*• impiety in your liouies, and from your ex* 
** ampk ; or at leaft have never learned reli- 
*< gion there. Their wickednefs and mifery 
** may be traced up as high as your ncgleft of 
<< family-worfhip, and be in '^fome degree 
•V charged to your account. You had a thou- 
** fand times better leave your families beg- 
** gars, than leave them enemies to God, and 
■* ftrangers to prayer. Whereas, by a faith- 
•• ful care in this duty, you may leave a 
*^ praying feed, that ihall be the fupport of 
•^ religion in every hiture age, and your joy 
*< and crown of rejoicing at the appearance of 
*^ Jefus Chrift.'* I therefore befeech you who 
are heads of families, if you love your coun- 
try, and have a regard to the beft intereft^ of 
I pofterity. 
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pofterityi to maintain the woribip of God ia 
jo}xc houfes. 

5. The laft argument by which I (hall brief- 
ly urge your complying with the refolution of 
JofhuEy " As for me and my houfe, we will 
** fervc the Lord," is the pleafurc or fatif- 
faftion attending family-worihip. 

What unfpeakable pleafure muft it aSbrd to 
a pious man, to fee his family united in the 
worihip of the great Father of all, and to hear 
out of the mouths of babes and fucklings the 
high praifes of God i What fatisfadlion^ull 
it give to a devout and affeAionate parent, to 
communicate to young minds fentiments of 
piety and virtue, to fee them receiving with 
eagernefs religious inftrudion, and profiting 
by his* prayers and example ? What joy muft 
arife from the profpeft of their becoming ere 
long pillars of the church of Chrift, and blefT- 
ings to fociety ? What pleafure muft it yield 
to a mafter, to obferve his fervants attending 
with reverence on the ftated devotions of the 
family, and difcovering the beneficial influence 
of thcfe religious exercifes, by their piety, di- 
ligence, and regularity of manners? How 
pleafant muft it be to children of proper dif- 
pofitions, to feel the watchful and tender care 
of their parents about their beft idterefts ? 
how agreeable to join with them in thankfgi- 
Ting to their- heavenly Father, and in intercef- 
fions for the divine blefiing ? Nothing can 
tend more to increafe the joys of domeftic life. 

Vol. ni. C the 
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the endearing attachment between hufband 
and wife, parent s^nd child, than frequent u- 
xiotx in addrefles at a throne ^f grace. Ser- 
vants too muft feel much fatisfaftion fro^i the 
condefcenfion of their maftersi jn explaining 
to them the principles of religion, and in join- 
ing with them in religious addrefles which re^ 
late to every member of the fiimily. The re- 
flection, parents, on the regular performance 
of this duty, will chear your minds in the time 
of "ficknefs, and at the approach of death, 
^hen all fubluoary enjoyments are unfatil^ 

'fy&OTJ. . 
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The Subjed; continued. 

Jos. xxiv. 15^ 
jfs /or me andmy houfcy w^ tviUferve the Lord^ 

HAviNtf, in iht former difcourfe, fhewip 
the powerful inducemeats to family- 
worfhip, I fliall norw proceed to the fecond 
heady To examine the apologies for the ne-* 
gle£k of this duty. 

Some fecretly imagine, though probably 
they wiU not have the confidence to avow it, 
that thefe religious exercifes are unfuitable to 
their rank and dignity. But why fliould you 
aft upon an idea fo abfurd and unworthy^ 
idiich you are afhamed even to exprefs ? Can 
any rank exempt men from their duty to the 
Supreme Being ? HSth not he appointed our 
different ftatiotis? is not the highei^ monarch 
dependent upon him > is not he the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords ? (t can be no de- 
gradation, therefore, of the nobleft prince 
who fways a fceptre, to be his own chaplain, 
to lead the devotions of his family, and to of- 
fer up his tribute of humble homage to him 
who^'bringeth princes to nothing, and count- 
<* ctk the jjudgcs of the earth as vanity J^ 
C X External 
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Ixternal diftinftians £hould, in a great mca- 
fure, evanifh, when creatures fift themfelvcs 
before their great Creator and Lord. The 
confcionfnefs of any favourable cireumftancea 
in their lot, ihould lead them to a more grate- 
ful acknowledgement of him ** who maketh 
*• them to differ.** Should our Gracious 
Sovereign mvite or admit any family in this 
afTembly to his prefeace- chamber, and to a 
full audience, would any difdain the privi- 
lege, or think it below their acceptance ? And 
can you then imagine, that any dignity, or 
affluence of fortune, can intitle you^ to defpiie 
or decline approaching,, in a family-capacity,, 
to Him by w^om kings reign, and princes de- 
cree jufkice ? Proud, unreafonahle maip,. be 
afhamed of thy folly ! 

Again : There are fome female heads of fa- 
milies, who plead their fex as an apology for 
not maintaining the worfhip of God in theiir 
houfes. Now, though it be more proper ia 
mod cafes, that a man fliould be the moutlx 
of a family to God j yet when there is na 
man in the family, or when he> from age o£ 
other circumftances, is unfit for or difinclined 
to the duty, it appears perfeftly confiftent with 
female modefty, and propriety, for a mother 
to join with her children and domeftics in re-^ 
commending' them to the divine favour and 
protedion, and in bleffing the Almighty foe 
his innumerable benefits beftowed on them 
from day to day. Should delicacy reftraia 
"women m the prefcjnce of their male fcrvantsj^ 

they 
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febey may at leaft afiemble the female part of 
their houfehold. Qs^^^ Efther, you know, 
fafted with her maidcus* Tho' women are not 
permitted to fpeak ia churchy there is no fcrip* 
tural prohibition ta prevent them from fpeak^^ 
ing on divine things at home*^ Many of them 
pofiefs that ftrength^of devotion^ and fluency 
of expreffion, which qualify them for preiiding 
in the religious exercifes of the family. What 
fpedacle can be more comely,, and pleaflng t(> 
a ferious mind, than a venerable matron, with 
her defcendents around her, employed int 
prayer, and hymns of praife, to him who is the 
guide of youth and the ftafFofage> the wi<« 
dow's huiband and the orphan's ftay I 

Mothers,. I need not afk you- if you love 
your children^ and deiire. to promote their 
welfare : ** Can- a» mother forget her fucking 
'* child, that fhe fliould not have compaffio» 
** on the fon of her womb i ^ Natural aflfec- 
tion prompts you to do every thing which caa 
preferve the health,, or advance the worldly 
intereft, of your offspring. But do not you 
believe that they have fouls alfo, which ihall 
fiirvive the diflblution of their bodies, and be 
happy or miferable through eternity ? And 
can you be unconcerned about their infinitely* 
snore valuable part Your children are more 
in your company than in their father's at thai 
early period of life when the mind is mofi 
fufceptible of impreffions. I intreat you t<» 
improve this preciotis opportunity, by qotdA, 
nunicating religious inftrudion^ and by pray^ 
C 3 ing 
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ing much with your family. Some of yoa 
perhaps have loft worthy huibands, who have 
left you with a numerous and young charge. 
Accuftom them to prayer. If you train them 
in the way in which they ihould go, they will 
prove comforts to you, and bleffings to focic- 
ty. That family is moft likely to profpcr, 
where God is daily acknowledged. Others 
of you are connected with praycrlefs huf- 
bands, who beftow no attention upon the re- 
ligious interefts of their children. Be net 
partakers with them in this criminal negli- 
gence, but watch over the fpiritual welfare of 
your &mily with a conftant and tender anxie- 
ty. Suffer iiot their dear fouls to perifli ; 
ufe your beft endeavours to counteraA and 
defeat the effects of the negligence and bad 
example of their fathers ; direA their atten- 
tion to divine things i teach them to pray> 
and join with them frequently in this duty ^ . 
let the danger to which they are expo(ed ex- 
cite you to double your diligence and aftivity. 
Whatever the character of your hufbands may 
be, your piety and attention to the eternal 
concerns of your children will endear you to 
them ; and your labour ihall not be in vain in 
|he I^i'd. 

I Again : There are others who urge as an 

xcufe for their negleft, baflifulnefs, and in« 

bility to prefide in the religious cxerciies of 

he family. They exprefs their approbation 

[of the duty itfelf, and regret that they have 

not courage to perform it. . But this, my 

friend^ 



! 
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IPrlends, i$ a falfe {bame, which you flioiiUl 
endeaYOur to Tanquiih. By frequent and ix« 
folate attempts many have overcome this na- 
tural infirmity ; and why may not you i Did 
you cheri(h a more lively fenfe of the great 
nefs of that Being who is the objeA of wor« 
fliip, it would dcftroy, in a great meafure, 
ihame and timidity on accqunt of the prefence 
of any of your fellow-creatures at your devo« 
tions* Some of thofe who have been moft 
modeft in company, have been fearlefs of 
man when addreffing their Maker, or when 
executing a divine commiffion. 

But perhaps you complain of a want of ex« 
preffion, or of a ready command of thought 
in focial prayer. This defeft, however, may 
ufually be remedied. In this, as in other 
things, facility and corre£tnefs are to be ac* 
quired by frequent practice. Some who have 
been very hefitating and inaccurate at firft, 
hi^e attained afterwards much propriety of 
di£tion in family-worfhip. Thofe who ftand 
in need of affiftance, may take the advantage 
of compofed forms of prayer, to fupply their 
deficiencies of thought or language, and in- 
termingle fuch additions as are fuitable to ihi 
particular fituation of their family. Thoug 
I approve more of fi'ee prayer, yet I am fcn^ 
fible, that well-chofen forms may be of grea 
iielp to beginners, and to perfons of weak con- 
ceptions, or in a deprefled ftate of miiKl. It 
is furcly better that a fet form Ihould be ufcd. 
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than the duty be neglefibed. The excufe of 
iDability, thereforCy^ cannot be fuftained* . , 
But there are others who pkad the huny 
of bufinefs as an apology for the neglect of 
family-wpr&ip v as if this were an ezercife 
only for idle people. Allow me to aik, if it 
is reafonable for you to immerle jour&lves fa 
deeply in the cares of the worlds as to exclude 
the acknowledging of God at proper fea- 
fons and intervals ? It would not confumc 
much time, nor retard greatly your fecular a£- 
fairsi to fpend fifteen or twenty minutes cyo- 
Tj morning and evening with your family, ia 
thanking God for mercies enjoyed, and ia 
imploring temporal and fpiritual bleffings* 
The advantages attending thi9 duty would 
^uch overbalance the expence of time; ir 
would prove an eitcellent antidote to the temp^- 
tations of bufinefs and of pleafure, a fi:rong 
excitement to duty, and a powerful iupport 
under the daily trials and afiii&ions of life. 
May it not rea£>nably be expeded, too, that 
your united fupplica lions will promote the 
iuccefs of your worldly employments, and 
draw down the blefiing of Heaven on your fa.- 
^"^jl^tr^lmilies ? '^ The lot is caft into the lap, but the 
■^v'ja dxfpofal thereof is- of the Lord.** In truth 
^ If it is not want of time, but want of inclination^ 
* jf which is the melancholy fource of the negle6l 
* ^ ; of this duty. David, though much engaged 
**jii *° ^*^' ** ^^^ ^ occupied by the cares of his 
^^^1 family and kingdom, found leifure for prayec, 
thrice^ and often feven times a-day, and expe- 
rienced 
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irienced its utility in the execution of his im* 
portant tnift. It is ftrongly to be fufpcftcd,. 
that many who urge the apology of bufinefs^ 
i^nd much more time at the card-table, or al 
dieir bottle, than is rcquifite for the purpo* 
fes of devotion j and I leave the impartial 
to judge, which of them will be moft benefi- 
cial in the end to themfelves and families. 

But it is probable there are fbme in this af- 
fembly who are reluctant to comply with the 
prefent exhortation, from the fear of ridicule, 
or being marked for fiugularity. You dread 
the fneer of the fcoSer, or the imputation of 
emhufiafm, hypocrify, or fuperftition. Now^ 
my friends, if you are confcious of the inju# 
ftice of the charge, and that your motives ase 
more pure, why fhould you regard the cen* 
fures of the world ? Would you aft thus ia 
your worldly affairs i Would a wife man al- 
low himfelf to be laughed or frightened out 
of a good eftate, or a profitable employment i 
I think not. How comes it, tben» that you 
ihould be fo eaffliy diverted from more import- 
ant objefts of attention^ from thd concerns- 
of eternity, which are incomparably more va* 
luable than the fleeting things of time i What 
fignify a few bad names and fatirical remarks^ 
when compared with the approving teftimony 
of your own minds, and the welfare of your 
femilies in thne and through eternity ? £« 
Ten fbme pious perfons are too much un^* 
der the influence of regard to fafiiion, and 
to the maxims of a corrupt age. H I aiti 
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not miftaken, there arc fomc who cut off 
pfalmody, which i$ an eflential and pleafanC 
part of worfhip, from the religious exercifes 
of the family, for no other reafon but to con- 
ceal from their neighbours and paflcngcm 
their keeping up the worfhip of God in their 
houfes. But why do you affeA thu conceal- 
ment I Why would you fmuggle your reli- 
gion ? Are you afhamed of your matter ? 
You are not averfe that it ihould be knowa 
by your neighbours, that you fit down re- 
gularly to meals with your family, at leafb 
you would not refrain though it were known : 
jrhy then {hould you be fo anxious to con- 
ceal from yowr neighbours,, that you celebrate 
the praifes of God with your family, and en« 
deavour to prepare them and yourfeWes for a 
better life? Though to be feen or praifed of 
men, Ihould not 1^ , the motive of any reli- 
gious performanee, we ihould not negleA any 
duty of piety for fear of being feen by men \ 
efpecially if the nature of the duty is fuch^ 
that if performed, it muft: be known by thofe 
around us. By fuch a concealment you dimi* 
nifh the influence of your good example^ 
which might probaUy excite others to a duty 
in itfelf reafonable and advantageous. Boldly 
avow, then, your attachment to religion ; it 
is your duty at all times, and never was it 
more needful than at prefent. Remember th^ 
ieclaration of our divine mafter: " Who- 
^ foever fhall be afhamed of me and my words 
ja an adulterous and evil generation, o€ 

«hiia 
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^ him alfo Ihall the Son of man be afhamed 
^* when he cometh in the glory of his Father, 
^< with the holy angek.^ Not only muft wo 
'* with the heart believe unto righteoufnefiy 
^' but with the moudi make confeffion unto 
•* falvation.** 

There is only another apology (if it deferves 
the name) to which we would requeft your at* 
tentiony namely, thacof thofe who acknow« 
kdge the reafonableneis of thefe religious ex- 
ercifesy but after a long negleA cannot pre* 
vail on diemfelves to introduce them into 
their family. What does this amount to ? it 
is, that you are too proud to confefs a fault* 
How unreafcmable for perfons who have fo 
great caufe, to make fuch an acknowledge- 
ment ! The longer you perfift in the negle£t 
of known duty, your guilt is the more aggra- 
vated. Be afiured there is nothing which can 
put you in a more honourable and advanta- 
geous light in the eftimation of your family, 
than to acknowledge, that you are fenfible 
of having done wrong in the negleft of fa« 
znily-worihip in time paft^ and that you are 
refolved to be punitual in the performance 
of it for the future. O that you had the hu- 
mility and courage to adopt and effeAuate the 
refolution of Jofliua, " As for me and my 
f houfcy we will ferve tiie Lord.* 
' It is not enough that you join with your 
families in religious exerciles on the Lord's 
day only, as is the praAice of many, if you 
vUbithcm to be bcacfidal to your children 

- and 
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and domefticsy they muft be much more fre* 
quent. There are fo many thiDgs around us 
to cool and extinguifh the flame of piety, that 
d^ly feuel i$ requifite.to prefer ve and cherilh 
It. As there, b no day in which a family hath 
not bleffings to afk or to acknowledge, this 
ought to be a ftated employment of every 
day. Some clofe the day with family-devo- 
tion. So far they do well ; but if they would 
begin the day in the fame manner, it would 
be ftill better. It is highly fit, that a family 
^f Chriftians ihould unite in acknowledging 
the mercies of the night, and in imploring the 
divine guidance and proteAion through the 
day. It may have the moft powerful influence 
in blunting the edge of temptation, in giving 
a proper diteStion to their minds under the 
viciffitudes of life, and in preparing them for 
a vigorous and fucceisful difcharge of the 
aAive duties, for which the day is intended. 
The fame reafons which edablifli the proprie- 
ty of fecret prayer morning and evening, 
may be urged for equal frequency in family* 
worfhip. 

Upon the whole, I intrcat all maftcrs of fa^ 
milies in this aflembly, to comply with the du* 
ty now recommended. I can fuggeft no argu* 
ments more powerful to excite you to the 
practice of it. If you have hitherto negleAed 
this duty, ^nd are now fenfible of its obliga* 
tions, make no delay In a£ling fuitably to youi; 
convictions. Fay no re|;ardl to the maxims oi^ 
Z cuftoms 
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cnfioms of the world, when they interfere with 
the di£kates of religion^ and the eternal inte- 
refts of your family. 

As for you who worfhip God in your fami- 
lies, I bcfcech you to perfcfrm the duties of 
fuch a religious profeffion with frequency and 
ferioufners. Do not confidsr them merely as 
decent ufages, recommended by the advice and 
example of your parents, but as a reafonablc 
and profitable fervice. Above all, be careful 
to live fuitably to your high charadler and pro- 
fefHon ; wound not the religion you profefs, 
by inconfiftency of conduftj give not the 
world occafion to reproach you with intempe- 
rance, difhonefty in ygur dealings, or any fin- 
ful indulgence, though a worfhipper of God 
in your family ; remember that the prayers ot 
the wicked are an abomination to the Lord, 
clpccially when offered with a wicked mind, 
as a cloak to their fins, or a peace-offering for 
the omiffion of the weightier matters of the 
law, judgement, mercy, and^aith. There 
cannot be more deliberate impiety, or a groiP 
er perverfion of every worthy principle, than 
fuch a conduct indicates. The moft awful 
judgements are threatened in the word of 
God, and (hall certainly be inflifted, on thofe 
who are chargeable with fuch prefumptuous 
guilt. ** But we hope better things of you, 
«* and things that accompany falvation, though 
«« we thus fpeak." Let the purity of your 
manners recommend you, and the religion 
you profefs, to all around you. Strive to be 
Vol. III. D equally 
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equally exemplary £or pious and fbcial duties % 
there is an infeparable conne£iion betweea 
them : " He that hath clean hands, and a 
'< pure heart, who hath not lift up his foul 
** unto vanity, ndr fworn deceitfully ; he Ihall 
^* receive the bleffing from the Lord, and 
^ righteottihcfi from the God of his falvation*'' 
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HeB. xiii. 15. 16. if. 

By- Bm therefore let us offer the facrifice of 
fraife to God continually^ that is, the fruit 
of our lips, giving thanks to his name* But 
to do goodf and to communicate^ forget not / 
for with fuch facrifices Cod is well pleafed. 
Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
fiibmit yoiirf elves* 

ALL mankind are agreed in tMs firft prin* 
ciple of natural religion. That there is a 
God\ which implies not only the notion of 
cziftencc,. but aVfo of intelligentre, power^ xvlf- 
dom, and efpecially dominion. For if God 
governs not the world, it is much the fame to 
us whether he exifts or not : but if our lives 
are in his hand j if he upholds all things by 
his power, and cxcrcifes an immediate and 
abfolute authority over all nature ; it is of the 
Uft importance ta us ta know what regards. 
D z s^*e 
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are due to him from fuch creatures as we are, 
and to behave towards him in fuch a manner 
as we have ground to believe he will approve 
of. 

Now when we conceive God as a being of 
infinite perfeftion, and the Sovereign Lord of 
the uuiverfe, we are naturally infpired with e- 
fleem and reverence ; with a defire of his fa- 
vour, and a dread of his difpleafure : and to 
exprefs thefe fentiments and affeftions by cer- 
tain aft ions direfted immediately towarcis him, 
is divine vjor/hip. 

That we fhould in this manner acknowledge 
him, and own our dependence upon him, 
ieems to be the voice of. the whole world : for 
there fcarce ever was a nation, where men 
have not, fome way or other, declared their 
fenfe of the being and providence of God 5 
and where-cver th^y have been joined toge- 
ther in a common public intereft, there alfo 
inftitutions of public worfhip have been efta- 
blifhed : and therefore, from the general con- 
fent and praftice of all men in all ages, we 
may be allowed to infer. That, to wor/bip 
God publicly f together ivith the Jhciety to vjhich 
ive belongs is another principle of natural rcli* 
gion. 

Before life and immortality were brought to 
light by the Son of God, public worfhip con- 
fifted chiefly in certain myfterious rites, but 
efpecially in offering beafts in facrifice ; a cu-» 
ftom which univerfally prevailed almoft over 
the whole earth, and which, by the aftoniih- 

ing 
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mg event of our SaiFiouv*s fufferiags, appears 
to have proceeded from a very important 
caufe. *' But he having, bj one offering, per* 
•* feAed for ever them that are fanitiBedi*^ 
thefe r]te» were aboliffaed ; and a reafonabic 
lervice, a pure fpiritual worfhip, was introdu- 
ced $ according, to which we are required to 
offer in facrifice, not the fruit of our bodies^ 
fields, <Mr flocks, but the fruit of our lips, in 
adoration, prayer, and praiie, in the name 
of our great High Prieft Jefus Chrift. By 
him therefore^ fays the Apoftle, let us offer the 
Jdcrtfice ofpraife^ &c. 

But left we ihould reft in fuch a£b of wor« 
ihip as the end,, forgetting that it is a moft 
acceptable fervice, and one main deiign of our 
prayers and praifes being injoined us, to imi-^ 
tate the divine Being in goodnefs, love, and 
benevolence ta mankind, it is added in the 
next verfe. But to do gooJ^ and to communicate^ 
forget not \ for with fuch facrijices C$d if welf 
f leafed. The end we ought to aim at in all 
our addreiles, is to raife our minds to the 
admiration, reverence, and love of God, and 
to engage us to the love aad practice of good^ 
xiefs to one another. 

Thus the light of nature and revelation t^ 
qually teach us, firjiy That God is to be wor» 
ftipped, and that publicly, and before the 
world ; for of fuch worihip, it is evident from 
she context, the apoftle is fpeaking \ beiides> 
that it is the doctrine every where inculcated 
throughout the fcripturcs. Secondly y That pu»- 
D 3, Uic 
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blic worfhip is a means of begetting in us fuch 
difpQfitions and virtues as are,neceflary to the 
prefent happinefs of mankind : fo the apofUe 
here infinuat^s 5 and fo all nations have un- 
dcrftood it, as is evident from their religious 
inftitutions. 

There is this alfo in public religion, con* 
firmed both by general pradlice and by revela-^ 
tion, that, fot the right performance of di- 
vine worfhip, there muft be an order of men 
feparated from the common affairs of life, 
and* confecrated to this fervice. Thefe a* 
mongft all nations have been held in honour ; 
and towards thefe the text recommends a 
rcfpeftful fubmiilive behaviour : Ohey them 
that have the rule over you^ and fubmit your* 
f elves. 

But here it may be fuggefted by fuch asdifown 
divine revelation, That all this matter of public 
religion and priefthood has no other founda* 
tion than ignorance, fuperftition, and enthu* 
fiafm, •* Does not true worfhip confifl,** they 
will afk, *' in our having right notions and jufl 
*« fcntiments of the being and perfefUons of 
•* God, in fuitable affeftions of foul towards 
** him, and in a courfe of actions agreeable 
** to right rcafon ? If he knows our mo ft fe- 
** cret thoughts and defires, to what purpofe 
♦* vitter words, or perform external a<fts of 
<* worfhip ? And are not all actions of this 
" kind expreffions of our thoughts, and then 
•• only necefTary when thefe cannot otherwifc 
" be difcovered ? But will we pretend to in-^ 

•* form 
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** form him who is omnifcient ; or move him 
** with our cries who is unchangeable ? Or 
■* will we think to gain his favour, as if he 
•• were an earthly monarch, by flattering 
"fpccches, and Aibmiffive prodrations ? Is 
■• not religion entirely a perfonal thing be- 
*• twecn God and a man's own confcience, in 
•• which the reft ^ of the world cannot join, 
** and have no concern ? And if all this be 
'* fo, why the inftitution of priefts ? Have 
** they not in all ages been a turbulent ict . of 
*' men, who have aimed at nothing but power, 
" and enilaving mankind ? Nay, is not all 
** external religion an encroachment upon na* 
•• tural liberty, and deftruftivc of the intercfts 
•* of fociety ? at Icaft, is it any further ufcful, 
•* than to overawe the vulgar, and make them 
«« obedient to government ?" 

Now, in anfwer to thefe queftions, we ihall 
endeavour to ihew, 

1. That public worfliip is reafonable in it- 
felf 

2. That it is neceflary to the well-being of 
fociety. And, 

3. That there muft be an order of men to 
regulate and prefide in the affairs of public 
worfhip ; to whom, upon account of their 
office, honour and refpeft arc due. 

I. First, I am to fhew, that public wor- 
ihip is reafonable in itfelf. And as my bufincfs 
will be chiefly with thofe who may refufc to 
fubmit to the authority of the facred fcrip- 

tures, 
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tart%, I fhall not urge it againft them, but 
&all reafbn from fisch principles as they them- 
£:Ives do not controvert. 

We fliall take it for granted, that man, be- { 

ing endued with reafon^ is capable to kno\r 
that he is a creature formed by an infinitely 
powerful, wife, and good Being, who is alfor 
the preferver and governor of the univerfe, 
and who is intimately prefent with him, and 
perfectly knows both his thoughts and temper, 
and actions ; that his own happinefs depends 
upon hi& favour, and his mifery flows from 
his difpleafuFe i and hence that certain re- 
gards are due from Mm to this being ; parti- 
cularly efteem, reverence, love, and grati- 
tude, a fenfe of his precarious neceffitous con* 
dition, and of his abfolute dependence upon^ 
God : all which lays a Aire immoveable foun- 
dation for private perfbnal worfhip; But be* 
fides this relation, which every individual 
ftands in to his maker, and from which refult 
the reafonablenefs and duty of fuch worfhip ; 
men being made for fbciety^ (at leafir fociety 
being necefiary to their well-being, and man- 
kind accordingly being every where incorpo^ 
rated into bodies-politic, and united together 
under certain forms of government), there a- 
rifes from hence another refotion between God 
and them, which eftabliihes a like reafonable-^ 
nefs and necefiity of external public worfhip. 
Thus we muft confider ourfelves in- this two*- 
fold capacity, as creatures having a relation 
only to our creator y ^"od likewifb as connefb- 

€d 
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ed with our fellow-creatures, and fubjeft to 
the laws of fociety. In the former view, our 
worfhip, and our whole behaviour, is entire- 
ly a perfonal thing between God and our own 
cojofciences, in which the reft of the world 
have no concern ; in the latter, both our ac- 
tions and worfhip regard the fociety of which 
we are members. In this fenfe, we are as a 
family of children, living under the protection 
and authority of a common father ; whom it 
becomes us to acknowledge and reverence by 
our outward behaviour* as well as in private, 
or in our thoughts and fentiments : and as it 
would be highly abfurd in a child to imagine, 
that he owed his parent no regard unlefs 
when they were together by themfelves* it is 
no lefs abfurd to fay, that the only worfhip 
we are to perform to God, ought to be per- 
fonal, and in fecret ; for it is to be remember- 
ed, that we have no other way of acknowled* 
ging him publicly, but by worfliipping him pu- 
blicly. 

Further, is it not reafonable we fhould pu- 
blicly do homage to the Almighty Lord of the 
univerfe ? We will not fay he is delighted 
with our homage, or that there is any worth 
in external anions ; but may not a king re- 
quire public homage from his fubjefts for o- 
thcr purpofes than gratifying his own vanity ? 
May he not juflly demand a public teflimony 
of their refpcft and obedience ; whereby they 
may be mutually confirmed in their efleem of 
him, in their zeal for his honour, and in 

their 
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their faithful allegiance and fnbmiflSon to 
his government ? And what other public tc-» 
ftimony is it poffiblc for men to give of their 
dependence upon God, of their love and? 
obedieiice, befides public worfliip ? So that 
it is not only fit in itfclf we fhould join to- 
gether in worfhipping the Supreme Being, but 
Hkewife reafonable, and of the greateft advan- 
tage, confidered in its cffeQs and confequencesr 
For, 

When we hear Almighty God folemnly. in- 
voked, when we ourfelves join in the invoca^ 
tion, does not this ftrongly imprefs us with 
a (enfe of the divine perfeftions andprefence ? 
When the glories of his power, and majefty, 
and greatnefsy are reprefented to our view, 
does not. this raife our efleem and adrnira-* 
tion ? When we run over the amazing in- 
fiances of his goodnefs to us, and to the reft 
of mankind, are we not infpired with gratis 
tude and love ? When we. humbly confe($ 
our fins before him, are we not led to hate 
and avoid them for the future ? When we 
make fupplication to him for what we need,, 
does not this teach us to depend upon him ? 
And does not fuch a direft and immediate ad-, 
drefs to the Divine Being leave an habitual 
fenfe upon our minds of his all-ruling pFOvi-<> 
dence, of his omnifcience and omniprefence, 
of his holinefs and goodnefs ? And will not 
fuch a fenfe and feeling of God have a good 
cfiefl: upon our behaviour afterwards ? And 
being trained up from our childhood in fuch 

exercifes 
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cxerciies of worfliip, and the good impreffions 
we thereby receive being always kept alive by 
the returns of devotion, when we are intro- 
duced again, as it were, into the pretence of 
God,- and our thoughts immediately direAed 
towards him, can we forget our dependence 
upon him, or the efteem, and reverence, and 
love we owe him ? Can we, thus habitually 
einployed, forget the exalted dignity of our 
reafonable nature, and that we live and z€t un- 
der his immediate infpedion ? 

And though all this may be faid to hold e- 
qoally true of public and private worihip, yet 
it is from the former alone we are taught, and 
kept in mind, to perform the latter. Nor could 
any regard to a fuperior invifible power be b« 
therwife preferved among men': for let us 
only fuppofe all public worihip is laid aiide s 
by what means fhall the knowledge of God, 
and a fenfe of his government and providence, 
be continued in the world i If true, perfo- 
nal worfhip confifts in having right apprehen- 
fions and fentiments of his being and perfec« 
tions,' a<id in right afieAions of foul towards 
him, how fhall thefe be acquired ? If the 
fear of the Almighty is the ftrongeft reftraint 
upon 6ur wrong paffions, and the moft power- ' 
ful motive to a right conduft, who fhall in-« 
culcate this fear upon us ? If this fchool 
of divine knowledge were fupprefled, would 
not a few years wear out all fenfe of religion 
from the minds of men, and fink them down 
into lawlefs un^overnablp fava^es i 

But 
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But if they are made to know, to contem- 
plate, imitate, and obey their great creator, 
public worfliip mufk be highly rcafonable, and 
abfolutely neceffary, as beii)g the only means 
of inftrufting them from their early years, 
and of keeping them ever after in mind, 
«« That there is a God ; That he governs the 
** world •, That he is the author of all our en- 
** joyments ; That he direfts every event by his 
«« juft and wife providence ; and. That he will 
** finally reward or puniih us according to our 
•' behaviour/' Whoever therefore believes 
that there is a God, muft likewifc believe tha?i 
it is reafonable and necefTary he fliould be pu- 

• blicly worfliipped : A concluilan acknowledged 
by all mankind ; for where-ever fociety and go- 
vernment have obtained, there alfo religious 
inftitutions have taken place, and been enfor- 
ced by exprefs fanftions. 

But perhaps it will be objefted. That public 
worfhip does not in reality produce fuch cf- 
fe<^ as thofe above mentioned ; and that the 
greatcfl: part bf thofe who duly attend upon 
it, do not in any meafure live up to the obli- 
gations of religion. Butis it not evident, that 
its natural tendency is to promote religion and 
virtue ? Certainly it does it in fome ; and, if 
not in all, the fault muft be charged upon 
themfelves ; and they muft be wilfully cul- 

' pable. Befides, though men do not improve 
the advantage of public worfhip a.s they might 
and ought to do ; yet without fuch advan- 

. tage, would they not be far worfe than they 

are? 
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are i Some are fiacerely religious \ many are 
kept witl^in the bounds of decency ; and the 
.iricked and immoral are under fome reftraints 
£:om their coafciences, which otherwife they 
vrould not be. Few, if any, who frequent the 
worihip of God, arrive at fuch a height of ihi- 
piety, as to be void of all regard to the Su« 
j^eme Bemg. 

Thus I have endeavoured to prove, that pu- 
blic yrorihip is reaibnable ia ttfelfi and ihaU 
now proceed to ihow, 

IL That it is neceiTary to tiie well-being of 
Cbciety. 

I. Without bonefty, juftice, and veracity, 
•there can be no fafe commerce or intercourfe^ 
•no truft or confidence among men. Now we 
znuft be bound to the praAice of thefe, and 
the like focial virtues, either by a moral fenfe 
of right and wrong implanted in our mind^, 
like our natural appetites ; ot by the exercife 
of our reafoning faculties, tracing out the fit- 
nefs of things y or by both ; or by the fear of 
puniffament, and hope of reward. As to the 
moral fenfe, and even the deduAions of rea* 
fon fuperadded, (let them be imagined ever 
fo flxong), they cannot of themfclves be a fuf- 
£cient obligation to inoral virtues for man- 
kind in general. What they may do in a few 
of a refined philofophic tafte, I fhall not dif- 
pute ; but the bulk of men never were, and 
never will be philofophers. It is the profpeft of 
the greateft good, and the fear of the greateft 

Vofc.in, " £ evil. 
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the focial affe£tio])5 of humanity,, kindneft^ 
and compaifion. 

4. It is generally owned, that Atheifm is 
iticonfiftent with the being'bf fociety ^ or, la 
other words, that fociety cannot fubiift with- 
out religion ; becaufe there are no human tie^ 
ftrong enough to hold men together,* and 
bind them to a mutual right behaviour, if 
they are not under the awe of an inviiible Su- 
preme Power. But as we cannot difcera the 
hearts of men, we have no other way to dif-- 
cover whether they are AtheiAs or not, but 
by their worfliipping God. When, therefore, 
thofe of a fociety join together in adoring and: 
invoking the Deity, they give all the evidence- 
and lecurity they poflibly can give, that thejn 
acknowledge the Divine Being and Provi-* 
dence ; and upon the matter they call God tO' 
witnefs, and plight their faith to one another, 
that they will be juft, and honeft, and faith- 
ful in their mutual dealings. There may in^ 
deed be hypocrites, who, under this fpeciou$ 
ihew, cover the treachery of their dejSgns ; 
but it is evidently not the genuine tendency^ 
of worfhip, to produce or encourage hypo* 
crify : for accidental abufes there is no reme-^ 
cly. 

And whatever be ar man's praftice $ as the' 
fecret motives of his conduft cannot be difco- 
vered by us, if he does not acknowledge God? 
before the world, by worfhipping him, wc 
muft fuppofe either that he is an Atheift, or* 
chat he cannot in confcience worfhip him ac*' 

cording 
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eoi^dlng to chat form which obtains in his 
country 5 which, by the by, is an unanfwcr- 
able argumeai for tolerating different mode? 
of worfhip ;. for ii there isr but one uniforn^ 
method in fociety, there may be a great num-' 
ber, fome from principle^, and others, taking 
the advantage of this principle, from irreli^ 
gion> who- give no- evidexKe of their owning 2l 
God, and confequently no* fecurity for their 
faith and honefty ; and as the one cannot be 
known from the other^ didruft, iojuftice, and 
confuiioA muft enfue. And if penal laws are 
added, the beft and mod confcientious. wili 
be punifhed^ while Atheiftsare (heltered, and 
hypocrites encouraged by an eafy compliance* 
But if thofe of the fame perfuafion in reli- 
gious matters are allowed to worfhip God af- 
ter that form which- they believe to- be molb 
agreeable to his will ^ then all have it in their 
power to give a public declaration of theicr 
believing, in God, and the proper sKSiirances. 
of their honefty to men» And, therefore, 
thofe who (hew a contempt of all public wor- 
fhip, mufl bt regardlefs of the intereds. of fo-- 
ciety^. which other wife cannot be iecured ^ 
and give too great evidence of their being, 
under no impreBions of a divine providence ^ 
which is downright Atheifm3t,.and of the wor(L 
Jdnd. 

1 am far from -thinkings that all" they who* 

difregard public worfhip are Atheifts* from. 

principle v but I take the liberty to fay, they 

ace Atheifts to fociety, and their example pro- 

JE. i duces. 
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dttces all the mifchievoiis • effeflfs which the 
rankeft Atheifm can be fuppofed to do. It 
is of no moment whether one b(Weves there is 
a God or not, if he does not acknowledge 
him in his a£lions. Atheiftical principles are 
Tented, at worft, only in a corner am5ng a 
feleft number of friends ; nor was any confi-* 
tlerable harm ever done to fociety this way; 
But when public worfhip is defpifed, efpeciaU 
ly by fuch as are in elevated ftations, the con-^ 
tagion is fure tO fpread. Such force has ex- 
ample ; and fuch is our propenfity to imita* 
tion, that the aftions of a fuperior will have 
infinitely greater weight than all the argument* 
lie can ufe to determine us. 

, And therefore, as it is againft the intereft 
of fociety to lay reftraints upon mens confcien- 
ces in their manner of worfhipping God, ifi 
is much more fo, to fufier them in focietjp 
who worfhip no God at all, when fuch nc-^ 
gleft is known to proceed, not from any 
"fcnjple of confcience, but from irrcligion* 
Accordingly, in every civilized nation. A* 
theifts have been extirpated, as enemies ta 
mankind, not becaufe they difbelieved the be- 
ing of God, (for that is an aft of the mind, 
in which men are not concerned), but left thcf 
fociety Ihould be infefted with Atheifm, and 
thereby the ties of religion^ by which menr 
are held together, and prevented from being 
iurtful to otie another, Ihould be diflblved; 
And if no indulgence ought to be given to 
iacU as difown all public WQrfhip, is there not 

the 
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fihc fame reafbn that thej fhould fiiffer in pro* 
portion, who, by a frequent negle£l of it, op . 
an irreverent behaviour ^hen prefent, fct a 
public example of Irreligion and Atheifm ? 
This is an event which they themfelves would 
certainly not be fond of, (for even an Athei(l 
would not chufe to live among Atheifts) i and 
yet fuch perfons are fatally inftrumental in pro- 
moting it. 

La/ifyf There is this fingular advantage a* 
rifing to fociety from the public worfhip of 
Chriflians, that, at the fame time they meet 
together for worfhipping- God, all the duties 
they owe to him, and to one another, are in- 
culcated upon them, and moft ftri^Iy enjoin- 
cd, under the pain of his eternal difpleafurc ; 
fuch as, fubjeftion to magiftrates, honour to 
fuperiors, honefty, juftice, and finccrity in all 
our dealings ; affability, gentlenefs, meeknefs, 
forgiveneik of injuries, provifion for the poor, 
and the like Nay, the difpofition of the 
heart, the temper, and affeftions, which hu- 
man laws can never reach, are here taken in* 
to confideration, and as exprefsly brought un« 
der rule as public actions : and, in an efpeciat 
manner, love,* benevolence, pity, and com« 
pafiion, which are the fource and foundation 
of focial happinefs, are recommended as in« 
difpenfably neceffary, and the proper princi- 
ples by which our behaviour to others ought 
to be direftcd, 

I think none will deny, that mankind would 
he happy indeed, if thefc divine laws were u-^ 

niverially 
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mverfally obeyed. The only motive that can 
enforce obedience to them^ is a regard to God; 
ihe only means of impreffing their minds with 
fuch regard, is public worfhip. 

This is fo unqueftionably true, that i£ we 
take a view of the hiftory af the world, wc 
ihall find, that ftates and empires have always 
fiourifhed while public worfhip was maintain^ 
ed with due reverence, and have been brought 
to ruin by irreligion alone. . This wc are ex- 
prefsly told was the immediate and fole occai» 
fion of the grandeur and deftruftion of the 
Jewifh ftate. So it happened to the Egyp» 
tians, the wiieft and mo^ learned nation a- 
mong the ancients *. And fo it happened to 
%he Pecfians f • Upon the foundation of pu* 
blic religion,, both thefe kingdoms ftood firm- 
and profpcrous for many ages, till the negle£fc 
pf it inti^oduced luxury, effeminacy, and im- 
piety, which rendered the firft an eafy prey 
to the other ; and that as eafy a conqueft to 
the Grecians, Under thefe feveral great 
kingdoms - fprang up, which appeared fudf- 
<ILenly iil^ fiery meteors, and as fuddenly e^ 
Tanifhed ;. and a great part of the world con? 
tinned for a long time a deplorable fcene 
of blood and. maflacre : and no wonder '^, 
for religion was in thofe days utterly loft^ 
and impiety and wickednefs ruled without^ 
controul. 

• Heredot. ]. %, Diodor. Sicul. 1. 1. £ » 
f Xcnophooj Gyfoped; i. z. 4. 8; dx. 

- . But 
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But we ikall fee this trnth in its full light 
In the ioflance of the Romati empire. Never 
was there a ftate in ^^hich the inftitutions of 
worfhip were more folemnly aiid ftriftly en- 
joined, nor more religiouily obferved ; never 
was religion in higher efteem i their public 
and private actions, their affairs of peace and 
war 5 every thing they undertook was fancU- 
ficd, as it were, by an aft oF worfhip. Even 
their magiftrates, in their fpeeches to the peo- 
ple, always began with folemn prayer. And 
it is almoft incredible what a happy influence 
tills regard to religion had upon them. The 
belief of a divine providence, and a reverence 
of the Deity, were to them in place of all o* 
ther laws. What they were orice perfuaded 
was acceptable to him, that no danger or 
tierror could hinder them to perform 5 and^ 
on the other hand, no perfuaiion or threats 
could induce them to do a thing which they^ 
thought he difapproved of. An inflance of 
perjury is fcarce to be found in their hlftory^ 
and but few of prevarication ; and thefe fuch^ 
as, amongft us, would perhaps be thought in* 
nocent, but were held by them as impious and-, 
deteftable. But » need not enlarge upon par- 
ticulars ; it is well known how religious a peo»- 
pie they were, and how profperous while they 
continued fo. But by degrees religion became' 
contemptible ; public wprfhip began to be ne- 
glcfted, and at laft to be ridUculed, efpecially 
by the great men, (for irreligion for the mofb 
part begins at them} } and then sdl manner of 

vice 
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vicebi'ake in amongft them. That glorious 
love of the public^ to which fo many of their 
brave men had facrificed their lives, gaye way 
to a contraftcd felfifh fpirit -^ and they were 
reckoned fools amongft them, as they are now 
amongft us, who ihowed any diilnterefted 
concern for their country. Evea Atheifm ifc- 
lelf became fafhionable ; and, in the end, li* 
berty fell a facrifice to impiety. After thiff. 
w^ have a mournful p^rofpeft of a ftate with- 
out religion, a ftate of lawlefs power, of wan'- 
toa mercilefs cruelty on the one hand, ot 
the moft abjeft flavery on the other, and of 
deteftable wickednefs'on both. And thougl^ 
It maintained for fome time an outward fheur 
of its former greatnefs, yet its foundations 
were Tapped. Religion being thrown out, the 
foul of it was gone ; and nothing remained, 
but a dead carcafe, which, though it did notr 
immediately putrify, yet was gradually cor- 
rupting, till at lad it fell in pieces, and mouU 
dered into duft. 

So true it is what an author, who ha* 
carefully ftudied the nature of government,^ 
and who was never fufpefted of enthu-^ 
fiafm, fays upoathis fubjeft, '*The happinefs 
*^ of the Romans was principally owing to 
" the religion eftabliflied by their firft kings. 
" -— For as the obiervance of divine wor- 
** fliip is the chief caufe of the greatnefs 
•* of- ftates, fo the contempt of it brings 
•* them to ruin ; for where the fear of God 
^ is wanting^ a kingdom cannot be fupport- 

«e4 
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^ cd ♦.•• And the feme author tcBs usi 
-^ That princes and ftates who would pre- 
*^ ferve themielves,^ ou^, aboTc all things, 
*^ to maints^ what belongs to religion in 
^ the higheft yeneration ; for there caniioll: 
*« be a greater fign of the ruin of a ftatc, 
'< than to ice divine wprfhip defpiied. ■ 

^^ Thofe therefcMre who are in power^ fhould 
*' take care to keep public religion invio<« 
** lable ; and this being done, it will be eafy 
^' for them to keep the people religious* and 
*' confequently virtuous and united.'*. And 
with refpeA to his own country, he fays^ 
<< That by the ill example of the court of 
^ Rome, [ this province has loft all devotion 
'^ and religion, in^iich draws after it num- 
<< berlels inconveniencies and diforders ; be* 
** cauie, where religion is, there you miy ex- 
** peft every virtue ; and where it is not, you 
«• may be fure of the contrary.** 

J, fiMi fenfible, that what I have fald up« 
on diis ;head is fomewhat uncommon in a 
difcourfe from the pulpit; but as I under- 
took to prove, that the happinefs of fo- 
ciety depends' upon the regard that is ihowa 
io public worfliip; and as abftraA reafoning 
is not underftood by fome, aad is evaded by 
others ; I thought the moil dired and con* 
vincing proof would be, an appeal to fafts and 
authorities. And from thofe hints I have given, 
nay, from the whole hiftory of mankind, it 

* MachiaTil, Dircar£ fopra U?. cap. ii, 
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will appear, that a fociety cannot fubfift^ 
where the worfliip of God comes to be ne- 
gle^ed i and that our interefts and liberties, 
our happioefsaod fafety, inunediately depend 
iSg^n it. 
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SERMON IV, 

The SubjeO: continued, 

Heb. xiii. 15. id. 17. 

By him therefore let- us offer the facrifice of 
praife to God continually^ that is, the fruit 
ef our lipSf giving thanks to his name. But 
to do goody and to communicate, forget not ,- 
for with fuch facrijices Cod is ijuell pleafed. 
Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
fubmit yourfelves. 

Ill T T remains now, in the third place, that 
* X we inquire, What regard is due to them 
who minifter in the facred office. 

Bui I am aware, that they who would be 
thought more wife than the reft of mankind, 
will reckon it great weaknefs, or great arro- 
gaiTce, to undertake the defence of a fet of 
men who arc now every where fpoken againft. 
The world is fo ftrangely changed within this 
laft age, that that character which has ever 
been held facred and venerable, is at laft be- 
come the objeft of hatred and fcorn. The 
priejls are reprefented as a nuifance to focie- 
ty, fpiritual tyrants, lording it over the con- 
fciences of men, and abated by nothing but 
pride, and luft of power j and hence, />ri^. 
Vol. III. F crafty 
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crafty prlejily pride and powery and fuch ele- 
gant terms of reproach, are thought fufficient 
anfwers to the moft folid reafons in defence 
of religion. Nay, they have again and again 
l>een brought ppoa tj^e very fiage, and em« 
ployed to furnifli out the n\oft ludicrous fcenes 
In our dramatic entertainments. 

No doubt there have been bad and weak 
men in the priefthopd^ as well as among other 
orders ; and it is a pity the vices of fuch 
iliould not be puoifhed with exemplary feve- 
rity. But is it juft, for the faults of particu- 
lar perfons, to throw contempt upon the 
whole, and even upon the pfBce itfclf i Is 
jnagiftracy contemptible, becaufe there have 
been wicked and foolifh magiftrates ? But I 
am not to contend for their power, nor even 
lo iniifl upon that obedience which the apoftle 
in the text enjoins. All I defign is, to fhow, 
that this order, as it is both venerable in itfelf, 
;ind abfolutely neceflary in fociety, deferves ho- 
nour and refpeft. 

And here again I own, it does not become 
iisj either in prudence or duly, to feek ho- 
iiiour from men : but as public worfliip necef*- 
i'AvWj fuppofes fome to regulate and prefide in 
it \ and if thefe are defpifed, woribip cannot 
be honoured, nor have any good effcft upon 
the wprfhippers i ' for thefe" reafons, if we 
would refcue the one from contempt, we muft 
refcue the other alfo ; for they are every way 
Jnfeparable. 

If lye allow public woribip to be reafonable 

in 
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hs itfelf^ and neceflary for the good of focic-^ 
ty, (as I have endeavoured to prove it to be), 
we ought likewife to allow, that there muff 
be an order of men intrufted with the direc" 
.tion and management of it. The former asr 
neceflarily infers th-e latter, as an aAion does 
an agen^ j and we may as well fuppofe, that 
government and the laws can be maintained 
without magiftrates, aa that public worfhip 
can- be performed without priefts. This there- 
fore being felf-evident, we ihall not further^ 
iniifl upon ie. 

Now, as their chief bufinefs is, to offer up 
the fpiritual facrifice of praife and prayer for' 
the people,' and in their name, thus prefent-' 
ing, as it were^ their addrefles to Almighty 
God, one fliould think, that this employment^ 
of all others, is the fartheft from being in it- 
fclf contemptible. I'wiU' not mention the ho- 
nourable names which upon this account have? 
been given them, becaufe the world is not now 
difpofed to allow them titles of rcfpeft ; only 
I may be allowed to infinuate, that if thofe 
who ferve in a prince'is houfehold, and about 
his pepfon, derive honour from their ftation, 
and are defpifed by none who have a regard 
for their mafter ; they wha are employed i» 
facred things ought to be considered, by all 
who have a due reverence for the Supreme 
Being, as more immediately belonging to him* 
And it cannot well be conceived how they 
fliould be defpifed by any, unlefs by fuch aa 
have a fecret averfion to tlie work in which 
F 2 they 
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tjiey are employed, or to him whom they ferve* 
And if we confider them as neceflary for 
the good of fociety, (and furely they are as 
neceflary as public worfliip itfelf ), that fhould 
oblige us to treat them with honour and e- 
fleem. If they are appointed to inftruA men 
in their duty to God and to one another, and 
if it is neceflary they fhould be fo inflrrufted^ 
will not this end be wholly defeated if they 
are once rendered contemptible ? The beft 
things faid, the wifeft admonitions given^ by 
one whom we defpife, will not be much re- 
garded : it is the opinion and efteem we have 
of the perfon, that gives weight to advice i 
and the generality, at leaft, will fcarce hear 
with patience what they are taught by him. 
whom they contemn. If, therefore, they who 
ferve at the altar are vile in our eyes, the altar 
itfelf will foon become defpicable. But there 
is too much ground to fufpe^l, that the fptte 
which is fhewn againfl: the facred chara£ter^ 
arifes from a contempt of the office ; and that 
priefl:s are hated, becaufe public worlhip is firft 
difliked. 

As to their enilaving the confciences of men, 
it is not denied, that fome of them have at-» 
tempted it, that they have'ihamcfully corrupt- 
ed the Chriftian revelation, and erefted a tem- 
poral and tyrannical dominion upon fpiritual 
pretences. But as thefe kingdoms are hap-^ 
pily and entirely delivered from that yoke of 
bondage, and no authority is claimed over the 
eonfcience, it is altogether unfair to charge 

the 



•f public worfhlp. 6^ 

ike crimes of a particular party upon thofe 
who abhor them^ and upon all occafions have 
declared and exerted themfelves agaioft them. 
And is not every perfbn amongft us provided 
with a divine ftandai^d, according to which he 
is allowed to meafure their condudt ? and is 
any deference required to their deeds^ but in 
as far as they agree with that unerring rule i 
Judges are' every where interpreters of the 
laws ; and to their interiMretadons we muft 
fubmit. But no fuch power is pretended to 
by the interpreters of the facred oracles : they 
appeal to every man's reafon^ and leave h'ls^ 
confcience to determine him. There cannot,. 
therefore,, be a charge more groundlefs^ thaik 
that of eoflaving mens coafciences y nor caa 
there be a more unjuft inference, than that, 
becaufe the Romilh priefts pev verted religion 
to ferve the purpofes of their ambition, there- 
fore all priefts ought to be detefted. Would 
not this be the fame thing as to declare againd i 

all government^ becaufe fome govefnmenisr 
have been tyrannical ? 

But as .thoie who fhow the gi-eatcft zeal ia 
Fcviling the Chriftian priefthood, pretend to 
be great admirers, of the cuftoms and confti- 
tutions of the ancients, we ihall willingly joia 
iflue with them upon this queftion : for it is 
an undeniable faft, that in almoft all ancient 
governments,, public religion and a public 
fpirit, irreligion and felfifhnefs, a reverence 
for things facred and liberty, a contempt of 
things' facred and il.n . ry, went hand in hand. 
F'3 Andit 
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And as to the pricfts, we arc told, that a- 
mongft the Egyptians, Jn the moft early limcs^ 
they were judges and magiftrates * ; that 
kings, both there, and generally in other, 
countries alfo, were chofen out of their num- 
ber 5 or if not, they were confecrated intd» 
the prieftly office before they afcended the 
throne f 5 and there was a kind of neceffity 
for this circumftance, the priefts being the 
higheft order of nobility. In the moft ancient: 
authors we. find kings and generals offering; 
public Sacrifices, and performing other func- 
tions of ' the priefthood ; and to affront or inr . 
fult a prieft, was reckoned one of the higheft; 
B^s of impiety %. Among the ancient Bri- 
tons and Gauls, in like manuer, the prieft* 
were the firft in rank of nobility : they were 
judges of all controverfies ; they appointed 
rewards and punifhments, and their decrees 
in all cafes were final J* If we look to the 
Roman conftitution, we fhall fee fome parts 
of the priefts office were always * performed * 
by their kings ; that the priefts were chofea 
from amongft the nobility j and the whole 
order enjoyed particular honours and privi- 
leges, fome of which extended even to their 
families **. 

None, I hope, will take exception at thefe 
inftances of refpeft which I have noticed to 
have been fhewn to priefts in former ages. I 

* JElhn. var. hift. 1. 14. f Plutarch, dc If. ct Ofir. 

^ Homer. Ilia. 1. x. v. 1 1. | Cafar, Dc bcilo Gall. I. 6, 
•• J-iv. 1. I. Aul. GcU. 
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mention only fads \ and with no other view^ 
than that the enemies of the^ gofpel, who paf 
fo much deference to the^wifdom of the Hca*. 
thens» may fee, that in the beft and moft free 
governments among them, the priefthood was 
an office of very high honour : and all I would 
infer from it is, that, in order to preferve a 
due regard for divine worfhip, thofe who in 
a peculiar manner are concerned in it, ought 
to be had in efteem : fo the nature of the thing 
requires ^ and fo the wifeft nations have always 
done. 

Neither have I given any ground to fufpeft, 
that I have recommended public worffaip only 
ms matter of good policy : I have fhewn it to 
be reafonable in itfelf, and abfolutely necefla* 
Tj, as we are rational accountable beings : 
and whereas I have infifted upon the tempo- 
Fal advantages that flow from it, my reafon 
was, that as thofe who flicw thc,grcateft dif- 
regard to it, may be fuppofcd to be moft af- 
fe£led by what concerns their prefent inte- 
rcfts ; fo It was judged the moft likely way to 
gain upon them, to reprefent it in this light 
alfo, and to endeavour to convince them, that 
their conduA is deftruftive of every thing they 
themfelves hold moft valuable. It is no ob- 
jection againft the truth of religion, but ra- 
ther a very ftrong argument for it, that it 
contributes to the prefent happinefs of man- 
kind, and is neccflary to the well being of 
fociety ; for fo do lionefty, juftice, truth, and 
gratitude : and as thefe virtues were not in- 
vented 
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Tented by ftatefmen> but are founded in the 
nature and unchangeable relations of things ; 
fo public worlhip, as it ferves- the fame ends^ 
is alfo derived from the fame original. 

And this again may ferve to prevent another 
AifpicioU) That I have placed the Chriftiaa 
revelation upon the fame footing with the re*' 
ligion of Heathens. But my fubjeil did not 
lead me tafpeakof true or falfe religions^ 
but of public religion, or public wcM'fllip ia 
general, as founded upon the belief of a fu- 
perior invifible Power, who governs the world, 
in which all religions agree : the neceflity of 
which wor{hip being eftabliihed, let the great*' 
eft enemies of Ghriftianity determine, if any 
. form ever known amongft men is to be com* 
pared with that which the New Teftament pre* 
fcribe»; and if, upon this very account, it 
dt>es not claim our regard as a revelation from; 
Heaven. Let its internal marks be examined ; 
let it be tried by the fevereft rules ; only let 
it be tried. without prejudice, (which indeed 
the moft part who engage in thjj inquiry fecm* 
not to be free from), and it will be found to be 
a religion every way worthy of God, aiid moft 
wonderfully fuited to the circumftances and 
neceffities of mankind ; nay, further, that all . 
the knowledge we have of the true God, which 
we accuftom ourfelves to boaft of as natural 
notions, arc really derived from the fcriptures,, 
and no where to be met with, except in thefe^ 
or in the writings of fuch as are 'known to 
have copied from them^ 

And 
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And with rcfpcft to , the external evidence^ 
this one circumftance is unanfwerable. That - 
whereas it now prevails in many places of the 
earth, by the concurring teftimony of all hi- 
ftories, it muft have had a' beginning much 
about the time affigned for it in the facred re- 
cords : and as its kecneft adverfaries arc not 
able to produce any account,'br give any plan- 
fiWe reafon, of its rife and progrcfs, different 
from what is contained in the New Tcftament^ 
does it not follow, by all the rules of right 
reafoning, that that account muft be true^ 
authentic, and genuine ? To fay, that if an- 
cient books and hiftories had not been loft, 
the falfehood of it might have appeared, is na 
more than fimply tto aflert a bare poffibility of 
itd being falfe. But all external evidence in 
things of this nature being founded only in 
probability, and not in demonftration, a high 
degree of probable evidence is not in the leaft 
invalidated by a poffibility to the contrary. 
But time will not allow to infift further upon 
this argument. 

Upon the whole, then, they who have any 
value for their immortal fouls, who would not 
chufe tolive and die like hearts^ without religion, 
without any hope of a future life ; they who 
have any fear of Almighty God, or any fenfe 
of gratitude for the bleffings they have enjoyed, 
or may yet expeft ; they who have any com- 
paffion for their fellow-creatures, who would 
not be acceffory to their eternal ruin^ cannot 

but 
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Tented by ftatefmen, but are founded in the 
nature and unchangeable relations of things ; 
fo public worlhip, as it ferves- the fame ends^ 
is alfo derived from the fame original. 

And this again may ferve to prevent another 
Aifpicio&i That I have placed the Chriftiaa 
revelation upon the fame footing with the re*' 
ligion of Heathens. But my fubjefl did not 
lead me tafpeak. of true or falfe religions^ 
but of public religion, or public worfliip ia 
general, as founded upon the belief of a fu* 
perior invifible Power, who governs the world, 
in which all religions agree : the neceflity of 
which wor{hip being eftabliihed, let the great*' 
eft enemies of Ghriftianity determine, if any 
. form ever known amongft men is to be com* 
pared with that which the NewTeftament pre* 
fcribe»; and if, upon this very account, it 
dt>es not claim our regard as a revelationfrom; 
Heaven. Let its internal marks be examined ; 
let it be tried by the fevereft rules ; only let 
it be tried . without prejudice, (which indeed 
the moft part who engage in this inquiry fecm* 
not to be free from), and it will be found to be 
a religion every way worthy of God, aiid moft 
wonderfully fuited to the circumftances and 
neceffities of mankind ; nay, further, that all . 
the knowledge we have of the true God, which 
we accuftom ourfelvcs to boaft of as natural 
notions, are really derived from the fcriptures,, 
and no where to be met with, except in thefe^ 
or in the writings of fuch as are 'known to 
have copied from them^ 
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And with rcfpcft to . the external evidence^ 
this one circumftance is unanfwerable^ That - 
whereas it now prevails in many places of the 
earth, by the concurring teftimony of all hi- 
ftories, it muft have had a* beginning much 
about the time affigned for it in the facred re- 
cords : and as its keeneft adverfaries arc not 
able to produce any account,^or give any plan- 
fiWe reafon, of its rife and progrefs, different 
from what is contained in the NewTcftament^ 
does it not follow, by all the rules of right 
reafoning, that that account muft be true^ 
authentic, and genuine ? To fay, that if an- 
cient books and hiftories had not been loft, 
the falfehood of it might have appeared, is no 
more than fimply to aflert a bare poffibility of 
ltd being falfe. But all external evidence in 
things of this nature being founded only in 
probability, and not in demonftration, a high 
degree of probable evidence is not in the leaft 
invalidated by a poffibility to the contrary. 
But time will not allow to infift further upon 
this argument. 

Upon the whole, then, they who have any 
value for their immortal fouls, who would not 
chufe to live and die like beafts> without religion, 
without any hope of a future life ; they who 
have any fear of Almighty God, or any fenfc. 
of gratitude for the bleiBngs they have enjoyed, 
or may yet expeft ; they who have any com- 
paflibn for their fellow-creatures, who would 
not be acceflbry to their eternal ruin, cannot 
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is alfo derived from the fame original. 

And this again may ferve to prevent another 
Aifpicion, That I hav« placed the Chriftiaa 
revelation upon the fame footing with the re*' 
ligion of Heathens. But my fubjeil did not 
lead me tafpcakof true or falfe religions^ 
but of public religion, or public worfliip iiv 
general, as founded upon the belief of a fu* 
perior invifible Power, who governs the world, 
in which all religions agree : the neceflity of 
which wor{hip being eftabliihed, let the great*' 
eft enemies of Ghriftianity determine, if any 
. form ever known amongft men is to be com* 
pared with that which the New Tcftament pre* 
fi:ribes; and if, upon this very account, it 
dt>es not claim our regard as a revelation fronv 
Heaven. Let its internal marks be examined ; 
let it be tried by the fevereft rules ; only let 
it be tried. without prejudice, (which indeed 
the moft part who engage in this inquiry feem» . 
not to be free from), and it will be found to be 
a religion every way worthy of God, and moft 
wonderfully fuited to the circumftances and 
neceffities of mankind ; nay, further, that all . 
the knowledge we have of the true God, which 
we accuftom our&lves to boaft of as natural 
notions, are really derived from the fcriptures,, 
and no where to be met with, except in thefe^ 
or in the writings of fuch as are 'known to 
^ve copied from them^ 
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And with rcfpcft to , the external evidence^ 
this one circumftance is unanfwerable. That - 
whereas it now prevails in many places of the 
earth, by the concurring teftimony of all hi- 
ftoriesi it muft have had a' beginning much 
about the time affigned for it in the facred re- 
cords : and as its keeneft adverfaries arc not 
able to produce any account, 'or give any plan- 
fiWe reafon, of its rife and progrefs, different 
from what is contained in the NewTeftament, 
does it not follow, by all the rules of right 
reafoning, that that account muft be true^ 
authentic, and genuine ? To fay, that if an- 
cient books and hiftories had not been loft, 
the falfehood of it might have appeared, is na 
more than fimply tb aftert a bare poffibility of 
its being falfe. But all external evidence in 
things of this nature being founded only in 
probability, and not in demonftration, a high 
degree of probable evidence is not in the leaft 
invalidated by a poffibility to the contrary* 
But time will not allow to infift further upon 
this argument. 

Upon the whole, then, they who have any 
value for their immortal fouls, who would not 
chufe to live and die like hearts, without religion, 
without any hope of a future life 5 they who 
have any fear of Almighty God, or any fenfe 
of gratitude for the bleffings they have enjoyed, 
or may yet expeft 5 they who have any com- 
paffion for their fellow-creatures, who would 
not be acceffory to their eternal ruin^ cannot 
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<* they (hould happen at all^ will not proba- 
<« bly fall out till long after our time/* But 
this is depending too much on uncertainty : 
the fatal period may arrive fooner than we 
imagine ^ and though it ihould not, does it 
^ive us no pain to think, that we are helping 
forward the ruin qf our country, and entail- 
ing mifery and flavery upon our pofterity, 
when we ought to have done all in our power 
to prevent it ? when we might perhaps have 
prevented it ? 

I fhall add only one other confideration of 
the fame nature, but of a more immediate 
influence. If a perfon who is a father or 
mafter of a family, ihews a contempt of pu- 
blic worihip, perhaps not from any ill prin- 
ciple, but merely from indolence, or becaufe 
it is fafhionable ; yet will not his children and 
fcrvants obferve it ? and will they not there- 
by learn impiety and immorality ? He may 
fay, he will inftruft them to the contrary. But 
what will his indrudlions avail, when they 
are contradiAed by his own pra£ilce ? Is not 
this the dircft way to train up his children 
to a contempt of religion, and to teach his 
iervants to be unfaithful and diflioneft to 
him ? for what elfe can be exped^ed from 
them who have fuch a pernicious example ia 
their eye ? 

I am loth to make any particular applica- 
tion, but. it is in vain to diflemble. If like 
caufes produce like efleAs, there is too much 
ground to dread the confequence of the man- 
ners 
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BCrs qf this age. Every thing that is facred 
is defpifed, and turned into ridicule : our ho* 
ly religiouy though in every part of it the 
marks of it's divine original are confpicuous, 
is infuUed openly, and vich impunity. Pu- 
blic worfhip) the fource of religion, and the 
bond and cement of fociety, is fhamefuUy 
deferted .and contemned ; fome difdain to 
be prefent when it is performed, or are pre- 
ient only as it fuits their humour, as if ic 
were a thing altogether indifierent; others, 
by an unbecoming behaviour, feem to take 
a pride in fiiowing to the world, that they 
bave nothing lefs in their thoughts than to 
worihip their Maker. The holy fabbath, nioft 
wifely inflituted for the purpofes of devo- 
tion, is vilely and audacioufly profaned by all 
manner of abufe. And all this irreligion a<« 
bounds chiefly among fuch, whofe example 
has the moft extenfive influence ; at leaft it 
flowed from them at firft ; and a vanity of 
being in the faOiIon, has carried away muU 
titudes, who can give no other reafon for 
flighting public worfliip, but becaufe polite 
people do tl\e fame. Thus has a contempt of 
religion, and hence immoralities of every 
kind, infefted all conditions of men : " For 
^ what can curb our paflions when religion 
** is removed ? and what will not men do 
<^ when they have fliaken off the fear of 
« God?'' 

Indeed it is not to be much wondered at, 
thai they who hajv&gaft off all otb^r regards* 

Vql. UI. G to 
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to God and man, (hould make light of divine 
worihip } hut that Chriftians fhduld at any 
time, nnlefe upon the moft urgent neceffity, 
^bfent themfelves from Chriftian worfhip, is 
altogether aftonifhing : for as worihip in ge- 
neral is really a teft of one's belicTing an all- 
ruling Providence, Chriftian worfliip is much 
more fo of one's believing the gofpel ; and 
therefore ic is natural to think, that thofe 
who negle£lt it are truly unbelievers, and have 
denied the Lord that bought them ; at leaft, 
if they have not rejefted the principles of re- 
, ligion in fpeculation, they have renounced 
them in practice, are heedlefsly carried down 
the ftream of Atheifm ; and though perhaps 
they intend it not, yet in fa£l they join with 
Atheifts and infidels, to extirpate that reli« 
gion by which they pretend to hope for eter* 
nal life ; fo that they are extremely inconfift« 
ent with thenafelves, as their behaviour evi» 
dently gives the lie to their faith. 

And now, my Reverend Fathers and Bre* 
thren, fincc we live in thefe meianctioly times, 
when an impious difregard is avowed, not 
only to revealed, but even to natural religion % 
whereby both the prefent, and, what is far 
more lamentable, the eternal interefts of men 
^e in the utmoft danger, it is no time for us 
to be unconcerned, or to be contending a* 
gainft fef^s and parties of Chriftians : it is' 
high time for>ll who have any concern foi* 
the falvatton of fouls, to beftir themfelves, 
I|n4 i^oitc ?^pin& the moQ; dreadful of all ene<» 

/ mies. 
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mies, (compared to which even Popery itfelf 
is an innocent thing), that attacks «s witlv im* 
pudent boldnefs, while we have few to ftand 
by us ; an^J it is too much to be fufpcfted, that 
our own diviiions have in part oceafioned, and 
certainly have greatly increafcd this evil ; and 
while we have begn hating and diftreiEng one 
another, we have contributed to that contempt 
which is fallen upon the whole. 

It is far above my capacity to think of an 
efieftual remedy, or how this torrent of im- 
piety may be beft flopped j but furcly every 
one of us is bound to ufe all poffible endea- 
vours to bring men back to^the knowledge 
and fear of the great God, and to a facred 
regard to his worship. But all our- efforts'' 
will be in vain, unlefs our own cojsdudt is 
fuitable to our profeflion. If we are feen to 
be fwayed by the love of the- things of this 
world, which above all others we ought to 
undervalue 5 if we are governed by felfifti and 
angry paffions ; if we endeavour to raife our- 
felves upon the ruin of our brethren y if we 
deviate ffom that candour and integrity, that 
fimplicity, and purity of manners, which be- 
comes our office ; if, to gain the favour or 
cfteera of men, we in the leaft proftitute our 
chara£^er, and allow ourfelves in any liberties 
inconfiftent with that feverity of life which is 
required of minifters of the gofpel ; in a 
word, if it is not our conftant care ** to ad- 
•* orn the doftrine of God our Siviour in 
*' all things," and to conform ourfelves ta 
G z thole 
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thofc divine rules of condnA which are pre- 
icribed us in the holy fcripturcs, and by which 
we may fee aflured the world will judge of us ; 
we betray the interefts of religion j we put a 
iVord into the hands of its enemies, and con* 
tribute more than all others to expofe it to 
contempt; and at the famejtime we bring juft 
difgrace upon ourfelves ; for, by afting un- 
fuitably to our character, we become truly ri- 
diculous, and dcferve to be infamous. 

And, next to the conduft of our own lives, 
it will be of the greateft fervice to public wor- 
fhip, that we reprefent it, as indeed it is, 
highly rational, and conducive to the prefent, 
as well as to the future happinefs of men. 
When it is fliown to have a direft tendency 
to infpirc us with worthy fentiments of the 
Divine Being, with the love, reverence, and 
fear of him ; tQ lead us to imitate him in our 
lives ; to be juft and merciful, peaceable, for« 
giving, and gentle ; to promote the intei^efts 
of our fellow -creatures ; to fubdue our un- 
ruly pafiions J when it is fhewn to have a ten- 
dency to beget and promote in us thofe hea- 
venly difpofitions which will render us bleflT- 
>ngs to one another in this world, and qualify 
us for the happinefs of the world to come ; 
when it is Ihewn in this light, we may hope it 
will yet again force its way into the hearts and 
consciences of men. Amen* 
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SERMON V. 

On the Death of Chrift. 
By Thomas Somerville* 

Matt, xxvii. 54. 

Now lahen tie centurion^ and thy that were 

with him, watching Jefus^ faiu the earths 

quake^ and thofe things that were done^ they 

feared greatly^ faying^ Truly this was th^ 

Son of Cod^ 

WE Inquire, with the moft eager curio* 
fity> concerning the circumftanccs and 
behaviour which clofe the hiftory of perfons 
who have been great and diftinguifhed through 
life. If the laft fcene has been marked witk 
diftrefs, it grows more powerfully interefting 
'and inftruftivc. The tendered feelings of the 
heart are exercifed ; the noblcfl: fatisfadtion is 
derived, from contemplating, in our own na- 
ture, that excellence of jcondudl which fuffer- 
ing goodnefs only can exhibit ; we are pene* 
trated with the virtues which we admire, and 
retire with refolutions which have a promifing 
tendency to imprefs and to elevate the whole 
tenor of future aftions. 

The peculiar duty of this day * coincides 
* i^fcacbed before the celebration of the Lord*s fupper. 
G 3 wiih 
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with this natural propcnfity of the mind, to 
direft our meditations to the moft important 
circumftances which attended the death of 
Chrift. 

Miracles performed, prophecies fulfilled, 
virtues difplayed, in the clofing fcenc of our 
Lord's life, all confpire to enforce the conclu- 
fion drawn by the centurion. Truly this was th^ 
Son of God. 

Miracles are a fpecies of evidence which ap- 
ply to the fenfes, and produce inftantaneous 
and full con virion in the mind The fun 
darkened, the earth trembling, the vail of the 
temple rent, were, to thofe who beheld them, 
awful dcmonftrations of the dignity of the 
fuffering Jefus. To the imprefldon of thefe 
we are chiefly to afcribe the conclufion.of 
the centurion, and of thofe who were with 
him. 

The Jews fought the evidence of the Mef- 
fiali's authority in the books of the Old Tefta- 
ment. Hence the facred hiftorians are at 
pains to remark the correfpondence of every 
event of our Lord's life to the types of the 
law, and the predictions of the prophets. 
That Jefus fliould be crucified ; that his Jidc 
Jhould be pierced^ his garments divided by lot ; 
that he Jhould receive vinegar to drink y and 
make his grave wth the rich; what but di- 
vine prcfcience could fortcll ? What but di- 
vine power could accompliih the fulfilment of 
a feries of circumftances fo, minute and contin- 
gent ? 

The 
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The evidence of divinity drawn from the 
ehara€l€r or virtues of Jefus, requires the de« 
liberate attention of the mind ; but it carried 
down its force undiminifhcd to the rcmoteft 
ages, aiid terminates in convi^Hon no lefs firm 
and pleafant. With thefe advantages, it ex* 
cites difpofitions of heart peculiarly fuitable to 
the remembrance of the death of Chrift. 

I. Sensibility and fortitude united form 
ft rare and illuftrious combination of virtues, 
and proclaim the Son of God through the dif- 
guife of external humiliation, with which he 
was covered, when he became obedient to death. 
As it behoved our High Prieft to be made in 
all things like unto his brethren j fo we find 
him through preceding life, and particularly 
at the approach of death, difplaying that fen- 
fibility which is an eflTential . property of hu- 
man nature. Without fenfibility, courage is 
no more than -brutal ferocity : it excites the a- 
verfion, rather than the approbation, of fpcc- 
tators. 

Would you contemplate the mofk aflfefting 
fenfe of fufiwing, fupported by the nobleft 
fortitude and refignation to the divine will ? 
RecolledV what Jefus felt^ and how ht/uimit" 
ted in the garden X>{ Gethfemane : ** He be- 
** gan to be fore amazed, and very heavy.** 
The hour of approaching danger is big with 
anxiety and horror. Though death be una- 
voidable, yet whilft the time and manner of 
k are uncertain, the flattering imagination of 

the 
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the individual puts it at a diftance^ and fbnd^ 
ly hopes to be in the number of the happ7 
few, who may evade the fickncfs, the groans, 
and the agonies, which exhibit the nioft for- 
midable countenance of death. ^ But when the 
moment of fuSering is fixed and precife ; 
vrhen infamy and tortures are appointed ; eve* 
ry hope of delay, of efcape, (hut out ; what 
an awful interval of di{);ra<Stion and terror ! 

Jefus had a clear fore%ht and apprehenfion 
of his fufferings The treachery of Judas, the 
denial of Peter, the buffetings of the foldiers, 
the fcourging, and the crois, in difmal array, 
were drawn out before. him. Did he remaia 
infenfible to thefe evils i He furrendered him- 
fclf to their keeneft impreffion, and nature 
recoiled. ** He faid, My foul is exceeding 
** forrowful ; and prayed. If it were poffible, 
** Father, take aw^ this 'cup from me." That 
fupreme regard to the will of God which re- 
gulated all his actions, retrained the natural 
reludtance to fuffering ; and with compofure, 
and yet with full apprehenfion, he entered in- 
to the field of combat ^ and he faid, ^* Never-^ 
« thelefs not what I will» but what thou wilt.^ 
Thus, whilft he felt as a man, he fuffered 
with the dignity which became the Son of 
God. The fame amiable conjunftion of fen- 
fibility and fortitude illuftrioully ihone forth 
when he afterwards hung upon the crofs 5 fuf- 
tained with patience the agonies which he had 
before apprehended •, and attentively difchar* 
ged to his friends and his eneoues thofe duties 

-vbkh 
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^hich are rarely attained by the moft perfcft 
human charafbers^ in the calm and untroubled 
moments of life. 

2. The laft fcene of our Lord's life is ftrong- 
ly recommended to every generous heart, by 
expreiEons of the moft ardent and unabated 
affeftion to his friends. It is impoflible to 
conceive any fituation more pitiable and for- 
lorn, than that of our Lord's difciples, from 
the period of his falling into the hands of his 
enemies, till his rifing again from the dead. 
All their fondeft hopes blafted i dangers ga- 
thering over their heads, and exaggerated by 
the horrors of a deiponding imagination ; their 
friend, their confolation, taken from them ! 
Their fituation was sinticipated with the ten^ 
dereji fympathy by their mafter. His firft and 
moft anxious concern, was to prepare and 
firengthen them againft the hour of approach- 
ing trial. Difappointments altogether fudden 
and uncxpefted, are ready to plunge the mind 
into defpair. Jefus gradually opens to his 
difciples the firofpcft of fuffcring. In their 
laft journey to Jerufalem, ** he began to tell 
" them, that the Son of man^muft fuffer ma- 
^* ny things of the Jews, and be killed." To 
countervail the Ihock of this fatal prediftion, 
in the fame moment, and with the fame breath, 
he announces his fucceeding triumph : ** And 
<< he (hall rife again from the dead on the 
" thurd day.'* 

Upoti 
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Upon the immediate approach of fuffering, 
Jcfus devotes himfelf more entirely to the con- 
folation of his difciples^ and pours out hid 
heart in the fwcetell ftrains of affeftion. The 
perfections of God, his own dignity, and in- 
tereff with the Father, the happinefs of a fu- 
ture ftate, are all retapitulatedy and brought 
home to their hearts, as fources of comfort. 
That internal unity and love which fecures 
independent joys to thofe who are afibciated 
in common misfortunes, are now prefled with 
the moff earnefl; recommendations, and be- 
queathed as the laft legacy of the dying friend : 
** A new commandment I give unto you. That 
*• ye love one another ; as I have loved you, 
•^ that ye alfo love one another. By this (hall 
•* all men know, that ye are my difciples, if 
f * ye have love one to another* My peace I 
*' give unto you, my peace I leave with you ; 
** not as the world giveth, give I unto you.* 
Their own intercft, how improbable foever 
this mig^t feem, our Lord aiTures them^ 
fhould be finally promoted by his- departure : 
*< Neverthelefs I tell you, that it is expedient 
** for you that I go away ; for if I go not a- 
•* way, the Comforter will not come/* 

But it were'liarfh to fufpeft, that the anxie- 
ty of our Lord's difciples centred entirely in 
them/eives. Concern for their mafter entered 
deep into their hearts, and compofed a^great 
proportion of their forrow. In this view, 
bow fuitable and confolatory the afiurance ? 
•* If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, becaufc 
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** I faid, I go tintp the Father ; for my Fa- 
** ther is greater than I.^ He clofes the whole 
with a fervent addrefs to Heaven, formed to 
convey the moft exalted and encouraging fen- ' 
timents of his dignity, and to engrave upon 
their hearts memorials of the ardour and con* 
ftancy of his friendfhip, which would prove 
refrefhing under every future perfecution, to 
which they might be expofed on account of 
their attachment to him. 

Our Lord was well acquainted with the 
weaknefs aind timidity of his difciples. He 
wanted to keep them at a diftance from dan* 
gers which they were n#t ahle to withftand* 
Attending to this, we difcern the wifdom and 
generofity of his addrefs to the foldiers who 
came, under the guidance of Judas, to appre- 
hend him : ** He went forth, and faid unto 
«« them. Whom feek ye ? They anfwered 
** him, J^fus of Nazareth. Jcfus faith unto 
** them, I am hc/^ Innocence can do won- 
ders : ** One fhall chaie a thoufand^ and ten 
*• put ten thousand to flight." Innocence a- 
lone pofleffes in itfelf that dignity and hold- 
Pffs which confounds a mind debafed and 
troubled with the confcioufnefs of guilt. Arm- 
ed, and many, ** they went backward, and 
** fell to the ground.** He avails himfelf of 
their terror, to procure the fafety and efcape 
of his difciples : «* If therefore ye feek niC| let 
«* thefe go their way.** 

Our Lord's tendernefs to bis difciples, ap- 
pears from a previous^gtre^ to remove all thofe 

circumftanccs 
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circumftances which might tend to fwell the 
tide of forrow, occafioned by his fufferings 
and death. In the firfk flow of forrow for 
the lofs of a friend, its greatell mitigation or 
incrcafe is derived from the remembrance of 
our behaviour in the days of enjoyment. £• 
very inftance of' attachment, of duty, and 
of fervice, is now recalled with approbation^ 
and gives ample reward in the fweet fenfations 
which intermingle with our fighs and our tears. 
Every failure in affeAion, every flight and ne- 
gleft, of which we have been guilty towards 
our departed friend, now ftand up in judge- 
ment, and write bitter things ag^infl: us. The 
apoftles of our Lord had but too much rea- 
fon to iadulge, upon fuch accounts, the harfh- 
eft tone of forrow. As if it had been with a 
view to check this, Jefus, in his laft interviews 
with his difciples, is at pains to exprefs the 
fiilkfl: approbation of every inftance of their 
fidelity ; and to fuggeft every apology, and 
alleviating circuraftance/ for their negleft, 
which the utmoft ftretch of candour and gc- 
nerofity could devife. If the difciples, in the 
fcafon of calm refleftion, were prone to la- 
ment, that they had fallen fliort of the im- 
provements which they might have attained, 
of the regard and jgratitude which they ought 
to have exprefied, whilft rhey enjoyed ,thc 
perfonal prefence of their matter, it would 
be fome confolation to remember, that he 
himfelf had given them this teftimony .•■ " Yc 
«« are they which have continued with me i» 

«< my 



Oa the death of Clirift. . 8j 

♦• my temptations. Ye have loved me, kept 
*• my word, believed that I came from God. 
«♦ Henceforth I call you not fcrrants, I haVe 
♦* called yott friends." If Peter, James, and 
John, were cut to the heart when they recol- 
lected the ftupidity and coldnefs with which 
they had fo ill repaid the moft diftingftifhed 
honour their Mafter had conferred, by admit*- 
ting them to be fpeftators of his loweft hu- 
miliation in the garden of Gethfemane ; com- 
fort and joy would yet revive, when they re- 
membered, that he himfelf had not condemned 
them ; that he himfelf had pleaded the only 
extenuation of their crime, ** The fpirit is 
«* willing, but the flefti is weak ;'* had plead- 
ed this at a feafon, when the mind, brokea 
with forrow, diftatts the fevertft conftruftion 
of the conduft of friends. Simon Peter wept 
bitterly, but could not defpair, when he recall- 
ed the overflowing compa£ion which filled the 
eye of Jefus, when at one glance he intimated 
his guilt-and fofgiveneft. 
. I fhall give one example more of our Lord's 
attention and tendernefs to his friends in the 
clofing fcene of his life. Among the few who; 
with unlhaken attachment, had followed him 
through every fcene of danger, and who now, 
overwhelmed with aftonilhment and grief, be- 
hold him expiring upon the crofs, there is 
cne whofe diftinguiihcd forrow arrefls the 
whole attention of the fympathiiing heart! 
Mary, the mother of Jefus, was there. What 
joys had often thrilled, through her heart whilft 
Vol. III. H fiie 
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flie hung upon the heavenly inftruftions which 
dropped from the mouth of her Son ; when 
(he beheld the innumerable afts of goodneis 
which were performed by his beneficent arm ! 
What high expedlations had fhe founded upon 
thefe ! What a contraft to all, the cataftrophe 
of this day ! Now did fhe comprehend the full 
energy of the prediftion of Simeon : " Yea, a 
** fword fliall pierce through thy own foul al- 
♦* fo.'* The prefencc of Mary, we may be- 
lieve, was no inconfiderable aggravation of 
the fufferings of Jefus. Amidft the agonies 
of the crofs, he does not forget to provide for 
her confolation : " When Jefus therefore faw 
<< his mother, and the difciple {landing by 
** whom he loved, he faith unto his mother, 
** Woman, behold thy fon ; then faith he 
" to the difciple. Behold thy mother." But 
was it neceflary that the beloved difciple ihould 
be prompted to a duty fo obvious, and fo con- 
fonant to that tendernefs of heart, which ad- 
vanced him to a preference in the friendflxip 
of Jefus ? Whilft he remembered the fon, 
could he forget the mother, bereaved of that 
fon, a monument of forrow ? Might it 
pot have been expe£led, that the gratitude 
of the beloved difciple would have fully an- 
fwered every wifh and expeAation of Jefus ? 
Every inftance of care and tendernefs might 
indeed have been expefted from the free un- 
folicited compaffion of John. But fuch a te» 
Jiimony of affeEiion^ uttered with the expiring 
Jjre^th of her Lord, was a confolation which 
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himfelf only could bcftow. Ye whofe hearts 
arc moved with tender feelings, ye can teftify, 
that the broken accents, the feeble grafp, the 
look of tendernefs, which conveyed the laft 
proo6 of the afiiftion of your departing friend,, 
are held in fweet remembrance, and cfteemed 
the beft legacy he left behind him. 

3. The gencrofity of our Lord to his e-' 
nemies, I mention as another example of god" 
like virtue exhibited in his laft hours. In the 
conduA of our Lord's enemies, we behold 
human nature in the moft deformed afpeft. 
Malice, though excited by high provocation, 
and threatening the moft violent purpofes of 
revenge, has been often known to relent, and 
even to change into compafiion, when it has 
gained its effeft, and wrought the deftrudlioa 
of the per Ton againft whom it was bent. Un- 
relenting and obdurate, the enemies of Jefus 
add infult to cruelty, and contrive every cir- 
cumftance that might tend to aggravate the 
weight of forrow which he undefervedly fuf- 
tained. If w« would make the tranfition from 
what is moft bafe and deteftable, to what is 
moft amiable and fublime, in conduA, let us 
fura our eyes from the multitude to Jefus. 
No wrath appears in his countenance; no com- 
plaint or upbraiding drops from his mouth* 
He who with a word might have poured de-' 
ftru£t^^n upon his enemies, intercedes in their 
behalf, and prays to Heaven to pity and for-, 
give them : *• Father,, forgive them \ for they 
Ha ** know 
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** know not what they do,** I fliall not defcend 
to minute criiicifms, propofed, as it has been 
pretended, to vindicate the fenfe and proprie- 
ty of this petition. It is evidently the effufioa 
of a heart overflowing with benevolence. It 
was mpft excellently calculated to remove the 
impediments which before intercepted the mer- 
cy of Heaven ; and to mould the hearts of 
his enemies into a frame fufceptible of for- 
givenefs by the Almighty. Nor are we to 
fuppofe, that the prayer of Jefus was in vain ^ 
** Father, forgive them i for they know not 
*^ what they do.'* The unparallelled genero- 
fity of the defire would fuddenly awaken fuf- 
picion in fome of thbfe who, with too much 
precipitancy, had confented to the death of 
Chrift : " They know not what they do." I 
know now what I do, re-echoed every relent- 
ing heart ; 1 knew not what I did ; I never 
could have joined in the accurfed acclamation 
in the judgement-hall, to crucify one who I 
believed to be capable of prayiing for me. 
Sometimes th& heart that has remained ftub« 
born and callous againfl the reiterated aflaults* 
of reproof and threatening, has quickly diflbl- 
ved under the more gentle impreflions made 
by charity and intcrceflion. We cannot tell 
how many at that moment, might receive thofe 
feeds of repentance and convi£kion, which af- 
terwards ripened into the fruits of a mature 
and open profeflion, under the preaching of 
.the apoftles. 

If there are any among my hearers who are 
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enemies to Chrift» I would intreat them ta 
ponder the petition which he offered upon the 
crofs : Forgive them. He is not your enemy> 
vmlefs you €ompel him. He intercedes for 
you. If you perifli, your crime is ingratitude. 
You have ertorted condemnation^ from him 
who died to fave and to blefs you. Repent of 
your hard fpeeches, and acknowledge that you 
knew not what you did. Take the beneiit of 
his prayers, and accept of his mercy whilft yet 
k may be found. 

I SHALL now clofe this difcourfe with a kw 
obfervationsi more particularly-applied to the 
purpofe of improvement. 

I. I hope, Chriftians, that your own hearts- 
have prevented the neceffity of eiilarging up- 
on the truth and propriety of the concluiioiit 
of the centurion, Truly this 'was she Son of 
Cod. You have now contemplated a feries of 
fentiments and a<^ons exalted above the reach' 
of human^ nature. They were exhibited at a. 
period the moft interefting and awful, under 
the profpefk and amidft the agonies of death ;. 
they are drawn from a hiftory chara^erized 
with a fimplicity incompatible with fidion-^ 
they are not more above ordinary life, than' 
they are above the invention and capacity of 
the authors who have recited them> Illiterate- 
fiQiermen, who dreamed of a temporal Mef*- 
fiah, and fpurned at every hint of pej'fecution,. 
in vain would have had rccourfe to their own* 
imagination, for that magnanimity which bor- 
H. 3 rowedi 
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roved glory from fufferkig, and more fignifi- 
cantly than ten tlK>ufand triumphs, proclaim- 
ed the crucified Jefus to be the Son of Cod. The 
charadlcr was real : they have drawn it from 
fafts and from life. 

It is the peculiar advantage of that fpecies 
of evidence which 1 have now infifted upoa> 
that k not only convinces the undcrftanding^ 
but intereds the heart and affeAions. This 
gives ftability, and vigour, and fruitfulnefs^ 
to faith. The heart, fmitten with admiratioa 
of the fenjibility ^ the fortitude^ the patience^ 
the generojity^ difplayed by Jefus, cannot liftea 
to the frivolous cavils and objections which 
embarrafs the underftanding of the cold and 
unfeeling critip« Imitation o£ Jefus, and o* 
bedience to his laws, are now purfued, not 
with a fpirit of bondage, as a proteAion from 
the wrath of Heaven, but with the inflamed 
^ilefire of the heart, as leading to the higheft 
perfeftion and felicity of the human nature. 

2. The paflage of our Lord's hiftory which 
has now engaged our attention^ may be ufeful 
in affifting and raiiing our views, concerning the 
"value and eSe£ls of his fufferings and death* 
If the righteous Lord loveth righteoufnefs 5 
if fuffering be the fevereft teft of virtue 5 if 
the death of God's faints,, accompanied with 
imperfeft meafures of humility, and patience, 
and truft, be precious in his fight ; with what 
complacency and delight, muft he have beheld 
that illuftrious aifemblage of virtues which 
u'cre crouded within-^ narrow compafs, add 
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crowned a life of perfeft goodnefs! Fol- 
lowing this track of femimenCy we eafily enter 
into the propriety and force of thofe expref- 
fions which the icripture applies to the death 
of Chrift ; that it was precious \ that it wa» 
a facrifice and offering - of a fweet-fmelling fa- 
vour to God \ that the Captain of our falvation 
ivas made perfeFf through fuffering 5 and being 
made perfeSf^ he became the author of eternal 
falvation to aU them that obey him. Mercy c- 
re£led upon the meritorious obedience and fuf- 
ferings rf Chrift y inculcates the pureft and 
mofl worthy fentiments of the nature and per- 
fections of God ; draws off the mind from at- 
tachment to vain and fuperftitious fervices j. 
and fets forth the intrinfic excellence of good- 
nefs^ as the effential qualification for our par* 
taking of the divine favour. From thefe 
f iewsj you will clearly perceive the death of 
Chrift to carry the moft powerful recom- 
mendation to perfonal holinefs, and to de<» 
xnonftrate the indifpenfable neceffity of being 
conformed to his death, (to the virtues of his 
death Jy in order finally to attain the benefit^ 
of it, the refurrcdtion of the juft, and the 
gloriesL of a future life. Which leads me to 
obferve, 

J. ihat the part of our LordV hiftory noir 
recited, may fervc as a model of the temper 
and duties which* become a dying Chrijiiaru 
The Chriftian ntuft not be alarmed, as ifar\y 
firange thing had happened to him^ though hi» 
heart be moved with reluAance and horror at 

the 
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the approach of death. Nor is there any rea- 
fon why he ihould impute this to weaknefs of 
faith) or the defertion of- Heaven.^ Ii is 
the law of human nature ; a law from which 
Jefus was not exempted. But at the fame 
time, after the example of Jefus, it is the du- 
ty of the Chriftian, to call in fubmiffion to 
the will of God, to controul and to regulat-c 
the fenfations of nature. How animating the 
confideration, that our glorious Leader has 
. trod before us in the path of death ! He tc- 
fiified, that it was a rugged and a gloomy 
path : he is now exalted to glory beyond the 
tongue or conception of mortals, and has left 
this confolation to all his followers : " 1 go 
** to prepare a jJace for you : 1 will come a^ 
** gain, and receive you unta myfelf ; that 
*^ where I am, there ye may be alfo»*' 

When you lie down in the bed of deaths 
you muft not think that you have done with 
fhis world. Ufefulnefs is the great aim of the 
Chriflian ; and^ whilft he breathes, he muft 
ftudy to be ufcful. Jefus, upon the crafs, re- 
commended bis mother to the beloved diC- 
ciple, and prayed for the pardon of his ene*- 
mies. Thofe whom Providence has conneA- 
ed with you by the ties of blood, demand 
your firft care and attention. Think it not 
unworthy of a dying Chriftian, to remove e- 
very occafion of difpute and animo£ty among 
thofe whom ye leave behind you. How like 
Jefus to bequeath the legacy of peace to your 
family ! Let the rule of equity prefcribed by 

Jefus,. 
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Jefus, dircft the difpofal of your effe£b. En? 
ter into the various relations of thofe with 
whom you arc connefted > whatever in JU' 
fiice you would ^xpeft from them, that do yt 
alfo to. them. Maintain to the laft moment^ 
the meeknefs and compofure of the Chriftian* 
Let not the infirmities of nature betray you in* 
to that petvifhnefs and complaint, which will 
imbitter the forrows of thofe who now devote 
their peace to your comfort, and muft foon 
deplore your fall with the moft fincer^ afiec* 
tion. Remember how patient and tender Jefus 
was to thofe who neglected him in the hour of 
his^ agony* 

Now is the happy feafon to infufe into the 
hearts of thofe who ftand around you thofe 
piouls admonitions, which will fpeak when you 
are dead, and render your memory bleifed ia 
generations to come. Now is the proper feafon 
to lift up your foul to Heaven, and implore 
protefiion and bleilings to thofe whom yd 
leave behind you. But take care that the an* 
xiety of affe^ion does not unhinge that con- 
fidence with which the Chriftiaii ought to re- 
pofe upon the wife and good providence of 
God. What though you are to leave an aged 
parent, whofe fuftenance and comfort feemed 
to reft upon your life ? What though you 
are to leave your children poor, deftitute, and 
' friendlefs ? Is the arm of the Lord fhorten^ 
cd, that he cannot help ? Is his ear heavy, that 
he cannot hear ? Yourfelf hitherto have becft 
so more than an inftruzpent in the hand of his 

goodnefs ; 
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goodnefs ; and is his goodnefs bound up in 
your feeWe arm ? How often has a family of 
orphan children, left upon the world deftitute 
and friendlefs, been all along fupported^ and 
at laft reared up to credit and profperity in 
life, by the friendfhip of thofe with whom they 
had the fmalleft conneftion, and who muft 
have been the very laft from whom they would 
have cxpefted aflSftance ? " BIf.fled is the maa 
** that feareth the Lord, that delighteth great- 
«* ly in his commandments 5 his feed (hall be 
•* nughty upon the earth. The generation of 
" the juft fhall be bleffed. The Lord (hows 
•* mercy to thoufands of thofe that love him, 
** and keep his commandments/' 

At this intereding period your enemies muft 
not be excluded. Whilft the profpeft of death 
and judgement was remote, revenge might ap- 
pear grateful, and forgivenefs a hard duty. 
But whilft you tread in the threfliold of the 
judgement-hall, and hold in your eye that aw- 
ful tribunal where you muft plead for mercy, 
and be ruined by juftice, can you hefitate a 
mome*nt, can you deny the moft liberal for- 
givenefs ? Look to the crefs of Chrift 5 be- 
hold him who needed not forgivenefs, inter- 
ceding for the forgivenefs of his enemies. 

Anticipate this day the dying fcene ; re- 
commend your friends to God ; pray for your 
enemies ; commit your fpirit to him who gave 
it ; and hope to enter into the joy of your 
Lord. 

SER- 



SERMON VI. 

On kind Affedions* 
By John M'Farlan, D. D. 

Rom. xii. 10. 
Be kindly affeFlioned one to another. 

Part I. 

IT is one of the excellencies of our holy re- , 
ligion, that while it enforces the obfer- - 
vation of every pofitive moral duty, it alfo re- 5 
commends, in the ftrongeft manner, the ex- 
crcife of kind and benevolent affeftions; while 
it enjoins obedience to the law of God, ju- 
fiice towards mankind, and temperance with 
refpeA to ourfelves, it teaches us to cherifh 
all the finer feelings of the human heart. 
Charity, or univerfal good-will to our fellow* 
creatures, is pofitively required of eveiy per* 
fon who profefles Chriftianiiy ; but to be tru- 
ly kindly affedlioned is the property only of a 
few. There are many who cannot be called 
bad men, that have no juft notion of what i» 
meant by it, and who feem to regard it rather 
as a weaknefs than a virtue. By due atten-* 

tion^ 
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tion, however* we fhall find it hot only en- 
joined by the precept and example of our bleff- 
ed Saviour ; but be convinced, tliat it is this 
difpofition of mind which renders the per- 
formance of all OUT focial duties pleafing, and 
eiiables us to live in delightful harmony with 
one another. 

It is difficult minutely to defcribc a particu- 
lar affeftipn of the mind j but we may be en- 
abled to form a conception of this difpoiitioni 
by fhowing wherein the Chriftian who is kind- 
ly affedtioned differs from fome other charac- 
tersy which, though not immoral, yet are 
wanting in that benevolence which the gofpel 
requires. Having done this, I (hall endea- 
vour to (how, that it is our intereft, as well 
as our duty, to cultivate a temper, which, 
while it promotes the welfare of fociety, is 
no lefs conducive to our own happinefs* 

I RETURN to fhow wherein the Chriftian 
who is kindly affe£tioned differs from fome o- 
ther chara£lersy which, though not immo* 
ral, yet are wanting in that benevolence and 
generofity of difpofition which the gofpd re- 
quires. 

We {hall not contraft him with thofe who 
are notorioufly profane, cruel, vindiftive, or 
malignant, in their difpofitions ; fuch charac- 
ters we hope, for the honour of humanity, 
arc not very common in the world ; but he 
may be diftinguiihed from that man who con- 
fines himfclf to the ftrift letter of the law, 
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and who, having no confpicuous infirmities 
of his own, has no allowance to make for 
the wcaknefles of others. Though fuch a per- 
fon may be refpe^able on account of the re- 
gularity of his behaviour, having none of 
thofe . keener pafiions which betray others in- 
tQ follies and indifcretions, yet his temper is 
rigid and fevere. While he is blind to his 
own failings, he requires more from mankind 
than human nature can eafily arrive at. Hence, 
void of pity, he is firiA in condemning thofe 
who have come fhort of that ftandard of du- 
ty which he hath propofed to himfelf. If he 
were narrowly to examine his own life, or 
look into the lives of thofe whom he mofl 
highly efteems, he might difcovermany faults; 
but thcfe pafs linnoticed, while the flips of^ 
youth and inexperience, with the errors of 
thofe who are formed with warmer feelings, 
are the fubjcfts of ftern reproof. With this 
temper he cannot exercife kind afftiTtions to- 
wards thofe who are the proper obje^s of 
them. Dellitute of compaffion, he cannot 
admonifh or reprove v/ith the fpirit of meek- 
nefs, but renders himfelf, and even his prin- 
ciples, difagreeable to the young and warm- 
hearted. 

Such principles do not appear conformable 
to the mild and gentle fpirit of the gofpel. 
Though it holds forth perfe(Stion as the object 
which we ought to ftrive after, yet it does not 
reprobate thofe who come fliort of it. We 
mean not to weaken the obligations to virtue, 
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or to give any indulgence to fin. A Chriftiaa 
kindly affedlioned maintains as ftrifl: notions 
of duty as the other poffibly can ; but while 
he regrets his own inability to arrive at the 
perfect obfervtoce of it, he fympathifes with 
his brother who is befet with the fame infir^ 
mities. He does not cafl him out of his heart, 
hecaufe he has offended ; but fondly hopes, 
that when he comes to himfeif, he will return 
to the way of duty. As a tender parent bears 
with ihc fretfulneis, and even frowardnefi, of 
a fayourite child, £o he learns to bear with 
the failibgs of his brother. In this he imi« 
tates the greateft of all examples. Though 
our Lord was perfeft, yet he did not abfolute- 
ly require pcrfedlion from his followers. 'When 
iKcy were dull to the apprehenfion of fpiri- 
tual truths, and flow of heart to believe, he 
compaffioBately bore with them ; when he did 
reprove them, it was not in, anger but with 
mildnefs. He did not lofe their affeftion by 
fpver'ity, but engaged them to love him by 
kindnefs. We have not in him, faith the a- 
poOle to the Hebrews, an high prieft who 
canoot be touched with a feeling of our in- 
firmities ; but one who, being in all points 
tempted like as we are, can have compaflion 
on the ignorant, and them that are out of 
the way. It furely well becomes us to fhow a 
like compaflion for one another. 

Again, as a Chriftian kindly afFeftioned is 
diftinguiflied from a man of a fevere and ri- 
^id difpofiiion, he is no lefs diflferent from a 

man 
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man of a proud and overbearing temper. , 
God^ in his providence, has given to force 
men a larger portion of underAanding than 
to others : fome are eminent by fuperior ta- 
lents, by quicknefs of apprehenfion, and 
foundncfs of judgemerit ; others, who have 
bad great oppoi^unities of improvement, are 
no Icfi eminent by the acquifition of know- 
ledge, and of ufeful accomplifhments. It is 
impoffible for fuch perfons to be altogether 
infeniible of their fuperiority over th^ bulk of 
mankind. It li however but too common for 
fuch to be afluming and infolent towards thofe 
whom they regard as. their inferiors. Whife 
they look down on them, they alfo defpife 
themt and a<ft a« if they fecmed to think theis^ 
of a lower fpecies, who had not the fame- 
claim to the bleffings of life with themfelves": 
they not only refufc them refpefl? and cfteeni, 
tut deny them that fympathy and affefticn 
which thej owe thehr brother 5 they have no 
patience with their ignorance, no companion 
for their weaknefs. Such perfons, in think- 
ing thus highly of ihemfelves, do nt>t remem- 
ber that it is God only who hath made them 
to differ from another, ^nd that even a flight 
fliock of difeafe may reduce all their fhining. 
parts to mere childifhnefs. Neither do they 
confer, in thinking fo meanly of their l^ro- 
ther, that though he may not be diftinguifh- 
ed by bright talents, he may be an objc£t of 
gffeftion for what is more amiable, integrity 
and benevolence. It is a melancholy obferva- 
I z tiony 
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tion, but too often verified. That thofe whO' 
are poffeflcd of the grcateft parts, often want 
^hat is of infinitely inore value, a fincere 
iieart, and good dirpofitions. 

A Chriftian kindly aflfeaioned, however e- 
minent he may be for talents, cither natural 
or acquired, does not boafl: of them, but 
confiders them as given him by God, to ren- 
der him more ufeful to mankind ; he is not 
high-minded, but remembers how well it be- 
comes him to be humble, who has nothing^ 
but what he has received from a higher hand; 
he provokes not his weaker brother by an o^ 
verbearing behaviour, but accommodates him- 
felf to his apprehenfions, is condefcending, 
courteous, and affable ; he confiders how he 
may be moft ufeful, how he may inftruft or 
advife without offending. As it is much ia 
the power of fuch a man to do good, fo by 
the exercife of thcfe kind affeftions, he ren- 
ders hiinfelf more cfll^iflually ferviceable. While 
he procures that rcfpeft which is due to him, 
he alfo engages the good-will of thofe with 
whom he is converfant. Though he foon 
difcovers their weaknefl"es and errors, yet he 
does not defpife them, but ftudies how he 
may help and c6rre<ft them by a gentle and ten- 
der hand. Thus, while the man of pride and 
infolence is regarded as a tyrant, whom men 
may fear, but (;annot love, the other is re- 
fpefted as a father and, a friend, ,who is kind- 
ly afi^e<n:ioned to all within the circle of his 
power. 
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' On lund affe^lonit. r<Ji 

Further, while a Chriftian kindly aflfe£Koii- 
. cd is diftinguifhed from a man of a proud and 
overbearing temper, he is yet. more diftin-' 
guilhed from a perfon of a felfiih and a cold 
heart. There are numbers who,* though they 
will not be guilty of direft fraudi^ cruelty, or 
tnjuftice, yet confioe themfelv^s to meie ne- 
gative goodnefs^^ and fatisFy themielves bf 
thinking,, thnt if they have done no wrong: 
to another, they have done well. Conlidering. 
that a man's firft concern is for himfelf, they 
make this the principal andalmod^ fole ob)e& 
of their attention : they (eem iro'be' at pains^ 
to feclude every other concern, reckoning no* 
thing wrong which is not unjud, ax^d nothing 
required which tli^ law does not pofitively de- 
mand. Perions of this unfeeling temper are' 
at pains to fortify themfelvcs in their obdui- 
racy ; and, wrapped up in the cloak of fel-* 
£fhnefs, are re^ardlefs of the happinefs or 
mifery of their fellow-creatures* Xhey find 
many arguments* by which they ferden the> 
, hearts, and allectge numberlei^ rcaTons as an 
excufe for not ex'ercifing^he duties of huma» 
nity : they turn away their eyes* from fcene? 
of diftrefs^ even thoirgh the afflicting hand of 
God be ftretched out, not becaufe of noto- 
rious fin and folly, but for the confirmations - 
and trial of the fufierers ; coldly pretertdinr* 
that they are not concerned*: hath his unhap-^ 
py brother involved himfelf in trouble by his* 
own fault, they immediately "conclude, that 
he ought to fuffer for his. folly ; and ihAt o- 
I 3 thcr^^ 
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thers, more prudent, arc neither to be invol- 
ved in his diftiefs, nor to pity his misfortune. 
If all mankind a£ted by the fame rule, how 
. miferablc fliould we be in fociety ? How much 
do we all Hand in need of fympathy and com- 
paffion from one another ? The moft power- 
ful and the moft opulent arc, on many occa- 
fions, dependent on the affeftion and good- 
will of their inferiors. ^If in the hour of fick- 
nefs, and day of advcrfity, we had only fer- 
vile hands to attend us, we fhould then know 
ho\^ much we ftood in need of the tender 
fympathy and lenient hand of friendfliip ; if, 
when we were viiited by heavy, misfortunes 
and fevere trials, we had none to comfort us, 
>ve fhould fink under that burden which our 
own unafliftcd (tr -ngth is unable to bear ; if 
when, in an unguarded hour, we commit er- 
rors, to which even the beft are fometimes 
liable, and then met with nothing but that 
reproach which, in ftrldt juftice, we have de- 
fei'ved, how bitterly fhould we pafs our days 
of repentance ? A Chriftian who duly confi- 
dcFs thefe things, does not fhut up his bowels 
of compaffion againft his brother, but with 
an open heart difcharges. the tender duties of 
humanity. Remembering that he is in the 
body liable to diftrefs and weaknefs, he learns 
fympathy ; he does not avoid the hour of 
mourningv but enjoys a real fatisfaftion if he 
can, in any degree, alleviate forrow, or com- 
fort the afflidled heart -, he wilhes to convince 
his brother of error, by friendly admonitions, 

not 
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^<jt by bitter reproaches y aftd wltere' he dif- 
covers fymptoms of repentance, he ftrive? ta 
confirm him in virtue, and reconcile him ta 
the world and to himfelf No tears mingle 
fo f veetly as thofe of muttial fympathy aiid 
affeftion; they are not bitter, . but moire fra- 
grant to the feeling heart than the richeft per- 
fumes to the feafcs A perfon kindly auc- 
tioned draws, even from affliftion, fenfations 
more truly pleafmg xo the benevolent mind, 
than all the lumulmary gladncfs which can 
arife from fenl'ual joy. 

Again, ^hWc a Chriftian thus kind and be- 
nevolent is a contrail: to a man of a cold and 
fcliilh heart, he is alfo diftinguifhed from a 
|)erfon of mere vanity and oAentation. it b 
fo ordcrtd, that bur weakntffes often become 
fobfervient to duty, and fupply the place of 
'real principle in confirmation of which wt 
may oblerve,. that there is nothing which more 
frequently anlWers this end than vanity, by 
which 1 mean, the immoderate love of praife 
and admiration. Thus men who poffeis nO 
real love to their country, will often, from 
canity, be at pains io qualify themfelves^o be 
ufefulto fociety, and exert all their abilities 
to be diftinguilhed in the public Jcrvice : a 
man who has no finccre principle of virtue, 
will often profefs great zeal for it,^bc eloquent 
in its praife, and even perfuade others that hc 
is poiVeffed of it. A man, in like manner, 
who is deftitute of real benevolence, will ex- 
prefs affeftionate good-wiU to all mankind ; 
'^ and. 
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-Jealous, and cafily offended. It is not un- 
common to fee thofc who but lately were the" 
objedb of their warmed affedlions, become^ 
from the moft trivial quarrel, the objefts of 
their bittereft refentment. Their hatred is vio- 
lent like their love, and the fevereft reproaches 
often fucceed tp tender endearments. 

The kind affeftions of a Chriftian aYe iftiiclir 
more fteady : they proceed from principle, and 
not from prejudice or pafBon. Though they 
maintain good- will towards all mankind, yet 
they do not ra(hly chufe a bofom-friend. They 
weigh well his good qualities with his infirmities 
before they fix \ but when once fixed> they are 
not foon moved : they are not eafily provoked, 
but bear long before they breafc'the ties of af- 
fe^on } and however warm their hearts may 
be to their friends^ yet they harbour no angry 
or malevolent paHion towards any of the hu* 
man race : there may be many who, on ac« 
count of their vices, they cannot regard, yet 
they become the objedts^ of their pity rather 
than of hatred si rhcywifh for their reforma- 
tion, and pray fot theif good. 

To conclude, at this time, with the exhor- 
tation of the apoftlc to the Ephefians: *« Let 
<* all bitternefS) atid wrath^ and clamour, and 
•* evil-fpeaking, be put away from you, with 
•* all malice ; and be ye kind and tender heart- 
•' cd, forgiving' one another, even as God^. 
^^ for Chrift's fake, forgave you/* 

SER. 
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The Subjeflt continued. 

Rom. zlu lo. 
Se kindly affeHioned one U another* 

Part II. 

IN the former part of this difcourfe I haTc 
endeavoured to difcriminate the chairaAer 
of a Chriftian kindly affe^ioned from fome o- 
ther charafters common in Ufe> which, though 
they cannot he termed immoral, yet come far 
fliort of that benevolence of difpofition which 
the gofpel recommends. I have fhown where- 
in he is cllflinguifhed from the man whofe 
principies and temper are rigid, and fevere ; 
from him alfo who is of a proud and over- 
bearing fpirit ; from the man of a cold and 
felfifh heart ; from the man who afts from 
-vanity or oflentation \ and from the perfoa 
whofe affcftions flow from pr^udlce or paf- 
£on : his difpofition is, in many refpeds^ fu« 
perior to any of thefe. 

But to be yet more particular in the deli- 
neation of this charadler which we mean to 
defcribe. 

Let us further obferve. That a Chriftian 
kindly afieAioned cultivates a difpofition to 
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pleafe and to be pleafed. While he endea- 
vours to live happily in fociety, he drives, to 
the utmoft of his power, to promote the hap- 
pinefs of others. This ferenity of mind may 
be fometimes interrupted by fcenes of delibe- 
rate wickednefs and vice, which he cannot 
vritnefs without the mod fenfible pain ; and 
he may be alfo difquieted by confidering the 
deep diftrefles which maoy endure, where it 
is beyond his power to relieve or to comfort. 
Yet thefe do not piatcrially affeft his happi- 
nefs, or the temper of his mind ; which will 
appear by remarking, that the greater part of 
human life does nojt confift in deeds which arc 
either notorioufly bad, or eminently good ; 
but in aftions which do but in a fmall degree 
approach either to the one or the other. The 
happinefs, therefore, or the mifery of life, 
does not confift in tranfports of joy, or in the 
anguifli of affliction ; but in feelings of an in- 
ferior kind, which, though lefs violent, yet 
are much more frequent than thefe poigntmt 
fenfations. Hence it comes to be in our 
power to make others miferable in life, not 
fo much by deeds of cruelty or injuftice, which 
we dare not or cannot commit, as by indul- 
ging a malevolent or uncharitable difpofition 
towards them 5 and it is in our power to make 
them happy, not fo much by fignal and ma- 
terial fervices, which are feldom in our power, 
as by the inferior offices of kindnefs and be- 
* nevolence, which we are able more conftant- 
ly to cxercife. Thus a man who gives way to 
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H bad temper^ though he may not be charge* 
able with any immoral or unjuft aftion^ yet 
x>ften renders evtry one around him unhap* 
py : he baniihes kind and chearful looks bjr 
the fournefs of his countenance, and excites 
in others difquietxng thoughts ia place of 
plea^ng emotions. A Chridian kindly aSec« 
tioned, on the .other hand, diffqfes chearfuU 
nefs and complacency i he is on his guard, leil 
he fhould give uncafinefs even to the meaneft, 
and ftrives to make the hours pafs fweetly on. 
•—In like manner^ a perfon of an invidious dif- 
pofition^ though his confcience may not fuf- 
fler him to do an aftual injury, yet b^ing dif* 
quieted and uneafy at the happinefs of his 
sicighbour, he fpeaks flightingly of his merits 
imd doubtfully of his good qualities ; he catch- 
es every opportunity to mortify him ; he mill^crs 
no occafion of a latirical remark ; and by thus 
hurting a tender part, may often render him 
more unhappy than he could have done by an 
open aft of injuftice. A Chriftian of kind 
affeftions abhors this ill-natured meannefs. As 
he wifhes for the happinefs of others, fo he 
rejoices in their profperity j he is cautious of 
faying any thing, though true, which may 
give pain, unlefs he hopes to do a gre:;tcr 
good ; and though he will never flatter, yet 
ftudies how lie may f.iy or do what is pleaiing, 
— Again, a perfon of a fretful and.difcontent- 
cJ temper, by continual pcevifhnefs, makes all 
with whom he is nearly connected uneafy. 
While he is unthankful for many blcffings he 
Vol. III. K enjoys, 
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enjoys, he is conftantly repinxngi aggravating 
every little inconvenience to which he is expo* 
fed, complaining of all that he wants, as if 
he had a right to pofiefs every good thing. 
Such a man is not only unable to ezercife kind 
affections in himfclf, but by his prefence, in 
a great meafure, prevents others from unfold- 
ing theirs. Though he be an objedl of pity, 
yet, by his unreafonable conduA, he preclude$ 
himfelf from fympathy. The Chriftian dif* 
poiition is the reverie of this. While he is 
thankful to God for the many bleffings he has 
conferred, he fhows that he is grateful, by 
maintaining a chearful and contented mind. 
As nature has but few real wants, fo he can 
make himfelf happy on very fmail things j ht 
doe^ not repine at the fuperior wealth of o^ 
thers, but is pleafed to thinks that be can be 
as well fatisfied with his pittance as they can 
be with their abundance. «— Yet again, a man 
of a flothful difpofition, though he is guilty 
of no a£tual injury, yet does not contiibute to 
the bappinefs of others. Though he may wifh 
well to mankind, and be even pleafed to fee 
tbem happy, yet he mil net roufe himfelf 
from indolence to do good : he feems to fhun 
opportunities of being ferviceable, and to a- 
void occafions where be may be <:ailed to ac- 
tive duty J he turns away from the houfe of 
mourning, * and is unwillingly prefent at any 
fcene of dij^efs ^ he flies from every appear- 
ance of danger, and fludies to live at perfeft 
^afe. If fuch a pcrfoa po3ca<;s any kind af- 
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ie£tions, tkey are of no ufe to mankind : he 
is in feme rcfpe£ts worfe than a mere blank 
in creation, becaufe he occupies a ftation the 
duties of which he does not difcharge. A 
man truly kindly aSe£tioned gives no indul- 
gence to this flothful difpofition, but is ani- 
mated by the warmth of his afie^ions to em* 
brace every opportunity of exercifing them : 
he will rather go to the ^houfe of mourning 
than to the houfe of feafting, and would ra* 
ther comfort the affliAcd heart than lie on a 
downy pillow. If he is bleflcd with abun- 
dance, he rejoices that it is in his power to 
feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, and 
take in the ftranger.-*-From thefe and many 
Other inftances which n^ight be given, it ap* 
pears, that it is in our power to make our- 
ielves and others happy, not fo much by fig* 
aal and material Services, which are feldom 
irithin our reach, as by cultivating kind afiec- 
fions^ and diicharging the inferior offices of 
benevolence, which We may almoft confiantly 
exercife. A perfon of this difpoiition muft 
aft a giXod part in every relation of life i be 
will be a kind mafter and a faithful fervant, 
$n SiSk&ionuc parent and a dutifnl child, a 
warm fxiend and an uleful citiaan^ 

From what has been already faid, it b fure* 
ly our intercftt as well as our duty, to cherifh 
thefe benevolent affections ; becaufe, while we 
promote the happinefs of others, we moft 
^jKCtually promote . our own. -— But this will 
yet more fully appear by obferving^ 
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Tkat this difpofition renders the obfervatioii 
of thofe focial duties eafy and agreeable, which 
the want of it renders difficult, and even im- 
poffible. I'hus, forbearance is a duty which 
it well becomes us to exercife towards one an* 
other, coniidering that there is no man who 
has not fome infirmities and faults. But a man 
who is rigid in his principles, and fevere ia 
his temper, cannot make that allowance which 
he ought for thofe weakneflcs in others to 
which he himfelf is not liable. — When we 
conlider how little we are in the ifight of God, 
and that we have nothing which we have not 
received from him, we ought furely to be 
humble in his fight, and condefcending to our 
fellow-creatures. But the man of a proud and 
overbearing fpirit, while he is prefumptuous la 
the fight of God, difdains to. demean himfelf hf 
an aftable or courteous behaviour -, he cannot 
in honour prefer his brother whom in his heart 
he dcfpifcs. — Wh^n God of his bounty has 
beftowed on us an abundance of the good 
things of life, it is but a fmall teftimony of 
our gratitude tahim, to beftow fome inconfi- 
derable portion of thefe, in obedience to him^' 
to fupply the wants of our indigent brethren. 
But the man of a felfifh and cold heart goes 
away forrowful when this is required of him ; 
if he part with any (hare of his wealth on fuch^ 
an occafion, it is like tearing away the better 
part of himfelf. — Our deeds of charity ought 
aMb to flow from the pure principles of love 
to God and love to our fcllow-cneatures, with* 
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Mrt any regard to the unjuft cenfure^ or evei» 
merited approbation; of the world. But thr 
man of vanity and oftentation is^ in all his ac- 
tions, governed only by worldly cenfure and 
.applauic : he t» at the iKmoft pains to make 
firtne»known» to have his good prockimedy 
and to have his reward from men.*--»' It is ex^ 
prefsly required, of us to love even our ene^ 
mies i> but a man governed by prejudice, and 
•f a paffionate temper, finds it very difficult; 
to extend hi* affedion beyond^ the narrow 
circle of his friends^ and impoifible to exet- 
cife any kindnefs to thofe whom* he confider^ 
as the objects of his jnft refentment. — The 
commands* of Jcfus are to fuch charaAers hard 
fayin^s, they cannot^ bear them. But they are 
not to to the kindly-affisdioned Chriftian ; ta 
him the yoke of his *Lord is eafy, and hta- 
burden is light ; he can tenderly bear witb 
thofe infirmities in others which are commoa- 
to men, and firom which he knows he is not^ 
exempted} he entertains no pride of hearty 
or afliiming fiiperiority over his brother, buc 
h willing to prefer hixn ast better than himfeli^ 
Defpifing felfiib anU fordid principlcff^ he re 
joices in opportunities of exercifing his bene* 
£cence ; and, unmindful of the voice of the 
giddy multitude, he defires only the approba- 
tion of God, and the teftimony of his owtf 
confcience» Extending his benevolence to the 
whole human race, his kind afie4tions are not 
limited; but, exercifing the trueft generolltf 
of mind,, he is ready to* blefs them who curfe^ 
K 3 hixn. 
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him, to do good to^ thofe ivho hate him, smft 
to pray for thofe who defpitefully ufc him 
and perfecute him. While a Cbriilian thus, 
lives m love and harmony with aU mankind^ 
he poSefles that invi^r^ tranquillity which ES- 
thie trueft foundation -of happineis. l£ everjr 
man were at paiins to thedfh the famt difpo^ 
^tion, the path througiai M&' would becdmc 
imoQth and pltafant. 

This leads me further to dbferve, That by 
the exercifa of kind affections wc^ prevent all 
that pain and difquiettide ^^ich arifes from 
indulging the oppofite difpoiitions. This, 
Ve may venture to affirm^ is a foucce from 
•which our moil frequent and btttereft dt* 
fireiles flow. • The main who excrcifes no 
kindly forbearance, expoies himfelf to conti^ 
nual caufes of uneafinefs and provocation^ be 
is not only irritated by the vices of the world 
conflantly before his eyes, but he is feniibly 
hurt by the imperfedtions of his friei^ds ; he 
-cannot pais a fevere cenfure on th^ir in£rmi^ 
ties, without fufering within himielf^ The 
diflrefs which a man of a pcoud and overbear* 
ing fpirit fuffers from the ftings of mortifica- * 
tion is yet more acute. The world is not ia- 
clined to favour the pr^teniions of overween- 
ing pride, but rather to pull down the. maa 
who ajQ^aies fupcriority ; they not only pro- 
claim his faults and failings, but deny him 
that merit to which he has a right. All the 
fatisfaftion which he enjoys in the co/ifciouf- 
ncfs of his fuperiority, will aot balance the 
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^ftrefs aiifiDg from morti&d pride. -^ Jn like 
manncfr, a perfon of a cold and felfiih hearty 
though he have his own happinefs always ia 
view, yet, by grafping at too much, common^ 
ly defeats his own purpofe ^ iie foon difcovers 
bis difpojfijtion, and &ts every hand againft 
]|tm. ' As he has no affcAion fck- any other 
perfon, Co he has no friend on whom he caa 
reiy^ all his happinefs is centred in him&lf, 
tnd in what he po&efles» . which-^ his« avarice 
will not fnfier him.to enjoy, and whofe pr^ 
£ervation creates a painful and anxious folici*^ 
tttde; Such a man is much to be pitied : by 
ftrivifig .to be. happier . than others, he. makes 
tiimlelt . more . tniierable ; ht knows . none of 
the Joys of mutnal affcAion, and is deprived 
0f all that plea&re. which arife^ from the ex* 
crciie of bcnevolencp. — ^To h<w much diftrcfc 
Ulo does the man who gives way to paffioa 
€xpofe> himielf . Though he may be fometimes 
happy in the fociety of the few friends towards 
whom- his heart is warm^ yet how much oft*^ 
cncr is his breaft torn by the painfol feelings 
of envy, anger, niali^e, and r^vrnge. Thefe 
are as thorns in his pillow, which difturb his 
repofe ; he can hardly turn hlmfelf, but he 
meets with obje&s Which excite painful fenfa^i 
tions^ A man who exercifes kindly affections 
is in a great meafure freed from all thefe diC 
quietudes : he may be forry for the vices and 
follies of mankind ; but this caufes rather a 
tender regret, than a painful feeling, for the 
infirmities of others. By a humble and cour^ 
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Ceous behaviour, he engages the love and srfw 
fe£tion of mankind \ he (tiffers not the pain 
of mortification, . but is rather the object oi 
univerfal good-will. By a generous and friend* 
ly conduft, he makes others happy, and i9 
happy in receiving the returns of friendihip ^ 
and by a mild and gentle fpirit, fae cooftantiy 
maintains the tranquillity of his own mind.- 

But yet again, by the exercife of kind af- 
fe£kions, we fhall not only prevent thofe di^ 
quietudes to which otherwife we are expo* 
•fed, but difcourage to the utmoft that fpirii 
of flander and defamation too frequent a« 
mongft ihoie who call themfelves Ghriftiansw 
if our brother have offisnded, the rule laid 
4own for our conduft is plain : — we are firft 
to tell him his fault in private ^ if he reje£k 
our repeated admonitions, we are then to tell 
it to the church : it is not until he is found 
obOinate and irreclaimable that we are to re^ 
gard him as a profane perfon. But the gene* 
ral conduA of mankind is almoft the reverie 
of this. The flighteft furmifes are made the 
ground of defamation ; the beft chara£ler« 
are often blackened by calumny \ the infirmt* 
ties of our brother are reprefented with all 
their aggravations^ y or, becaufe he has done 
wrong in a few inftances, he is perfecuted 
with unrelenting reproach. There can be 
nothing more oppofite to this than that tenv 
per and fpirit which the gofpel recommendsi 
which enjoins charity as the bond of perfeftf- 
nefs. If we be po0efled of kind a&Aions^ 
ytt fliall give no harbour to this malignant dif- 
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pofitioQ. We know how we are inclined to 
aft towards thofe whom we love. If they 
liave infirmities, we bear with them ; if they 
have faiiks, we wifh to hide and correft them ; 
if they he unjuftly accufed, we defend them j 
and if they have eminent good qualities, wc 
honour and efteem them. Kind affeftions 
will teach us to a6^ with the fame fpirit to- 
wards all mankind, to live in love and peace 
with every one of our fellow-creatures. 

To conclude : Let me obfcrvc, that to be 
poiTefied of fuch a difpofition as I have now 
defcribed, is no eafy attainment. It is even 
beyond human power to arrive fully at it ^ 
the divine grace becomes neceflary to pro* 
duce it in the foul. We may of ourfelve& 
fupprefs malevolent affeftions^ but we cah« 
net eradicate them ; we may feel occafional 
emotions of kindnefs, but they are not uni- 
form or lading ; and we may by conftraint 
appear affeftionate, but we ihall ftill want 
the principle of true benevolence. Divine 
power is required to foften the hardnefs of 
the hearty to fweeten the fourneis of our 
temper^ to bring down our high thoughts^ to 
moderate our paffions, and to regulate our 
deiires. It is no lefs neceflary to implant in 
their fiead thofe difpoiitions which are a- 
miable, kind, and good. This wifdom is 
therefore declared to be " from above, which 
^< is pure and peac^able^ gentle, and eafy ta 
*^ be intreated, full of good fruits, without 

** hypocrify 



lit 



On kind affe^ions • 



Scr. 7« 



** hjrpocrify and without partialitjr.'' To Hea- 
Ten therefore let us apply by fervent and ear- 
neft prayer, through Jefus Chrift, that we may 
be enabled to become kindly affeAioned one 
to anothen jimcn. 
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i E R M O N Tin. 

Our Saviour's prayer for the union of his 
followers confidercd. 

By William Macgill» A. M. 

John zvii. 20. 21. 

fJeither pray I for thefe alone ^ but fot them aU 
Jq which Jball believe on me through their 
ivords that they all may be one, as thou. Fa* 
ther, art in me, and I in thee : that they 
alfo may be one in us : that the world may 
believe that thou haftfent nut. 

T His is the folemn and earned reque(V» 
my brethren, which our divine Maftcr, 
now about to leave the world, addrefled to 
his Father, not only in behalf of the apoftles, 
whom he had chofen to be the chief minifters 
of his kingdom ; but likewife in behalf of all 
thofe who. (hould be brought to the faith 
through their preaching and teftimony j of 
whic;^ number we ourfelves are. Of how 
much importance the union here mentioned 
was in his eyes» and how near it lay to his 
heart, may appear^ not only* from the ardour 
of his expreffions, but from the diftinguiihed 
place it holds in this interceflbry prayer ; and, 

above 
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above all, from the intimation he gives, that 
the belief of his divine miffion, or, which is 
4he fame thing, the progrcfs of his religioia 
among men, was to Kave an eSential depend- 
ence on it. His firOi requeft for the apoftl^s 
is, " Holy Father, keep through thine own 
** name thofc whorii thou haft given me, that 
** they may be onej as we are ; ^ and his firft 
requeft for other believers is, ** That' they all 
** may be on^f as thou, Father, art in me, 
" and I in the^ ; that they alfo mav be one in 
*Vus: that the world may believe that thou 
« haft font me.^' 

Who i^ there then, brethren, among us, 
aflembled as we are this day *, with a profefC- 
ed deiign to honour the memory of Jefus 
Chrift, and to ** (hew his death till he come ;** 
who is there of u^, or who i^ he that bears 
the Chriftian name, and does not, from the 
bottom of hid foul, join in thi^ prayer of the 
Son of God, with a firm refolution to exert 
|ais utmoft endeavours that it may be anfwer- 
cd and fulfilled, io far as his influence. can ex- 
tend ? Afluredly every one will do fo who 
has any fentiments,of fincere Iqve and refpeft 
for the Lord Jefu^ remaining in his breaft, or 
any fuitable concern to promote his intcreft in 
the world. 

What I propofe, through divine afliftance, 
in dilcourfing farther on this interefting fub- 
jeft, is only, 

* Preached at the celebration of the Lord** ibpper. 
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X. To explain the union which Jefus Chrift 
here prays for in behalf of his followers ; or. 
To inquire in what refpcAs he deilres that they 
may be one ; and thea^ 

2. To fhew the importance and neceffity of 
this union among the profeflfed . followers of 
Chrift, for bringing the world to the faith -of 
his divine mii£on and dodlrine. 

That we may be in abetter condition to join 
our prayers and labours in this cafe^ to thofe of 
our blefled Lord^ I would endeavour, in the 

I. Firft place. To explain the union which 
he here a&s of his Father in our behalf ; or, 
To inquire in what refpefts he defires that we 
may be one. 

Men may be one, no doubt, and often are fo, 
in a very diflferent fenfe from what is here in- 
tended. They maybe one in nature, in blood, 
or affinity ; they may be one in their love and 
attachment to this prefent world, in their de- 
fire of riches, power, or pleafure ; they may 
be united^ in their political or party fchemes ; 
they may be aflbciatcs in vice. It is another 
(brt of union which Jefus Chrift defires for 
bis difciples ; a higher and more holy union ; 
an union refembling that which fubfifts be- 
tween himfelf and his Father ; nay, an union 
which may conne<St them, in the ftrifteft man- 
ner, with his Father and him ^ and finally, 
an union, the cStOi of which would be, to 
convert the world to the Chriftian religion. 
Thefe charaftcrs of it, which are plainly fug- 
gefted in the text, will affiffc us to difcover 
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what the nature of it is. Now this bleffed u- 
\ nion, I apprehend, doth principally refpeft 
three things, of the utmoft importance to the 
followers of Jefus, and, through them, to all- 
mankind ; namely, an union in the participa- 
tion of the fame Divine Spirit ; an union in 
the faith and obedience of the fame gofpel } 
andj laftly, an union of love and concord a-- 
mong themfelves. I do not mean, that thcfe 
are fo many diflinft parts or ingredients of the 
union which the Saviour of the world herc^ 
prays for ; for each one of them perhaps may 
be fo taken as to include all the reft 5 but I 
mention them as fo many different views un- 
der which this facred union may be confidered, 
and which will enable us more fuUy to under* 
ftand it. Let us refume them in order; and, 
I. Let us confider this union, which is the 
Aibject of our Saviour's interceffion in behalf 
of his followers, as it refpcc^s their partaking 
in common of the fame Divine Spirit. For if 
the Holy Spirit of God, which dwelt without 
meafure in Jefus Chrift his Son, was, through 
him, communicated, in due proportion, to 
thofe alfo who fliould believe on his name, it 
is plain, that thefe believers would be united 
at once to him and his Father, and likewife to 
one another, by one and the fame Spirit pof- 
fefiing and iiifpiring them. 

Our Lord often argues, and proves the u- 
nlon between himfelf and his Father, from 
ihoic mighty works which he wrought 
'* throiigh the Spirit of God," or ** which 
'< God 'Jii bv him." — << If I do not the works 
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'* of my Father/' fays he, '* believe me not ; 
«* but if I do, though ye believe not me, bc- 
** lieve the works ; that ye may know I be- 
** lieve that the Father is in me, and I in 
^* him.'* And again, ** The words that I 
•* fpeak unto you, I fpeak not of myfelf ; but 
** the Father that dwellcth in me, he doth 
** the wojrkjB* Believe me, that I am in the 
'' Father, and the Father in me ; or elfcbe* 
** lieve mc for the very works fake." And to 
^he faixve purpofe in other> parages: the plain 
import of .which is, that men might and ought 
to know, and be perfuaded, that the Father, 
^r the Spirit of the Father, was in him, by the 
.words which he fpake, and the w^orks which 
be did ; both of them evident demonftrations 
.of divine illumination" and authority. The 
truth is, Jefus delivered all his inftruftions, 
.and performed all his works, by the Spirit of 
God, which was not given by meafure unto 
him. Hence it was manifefl to all candid and 
pn prejudiced minds, that the Father's power, 
wifdom, bolinefs, and benignity, rcfided in 
him i that he was ** the brightnefs of the 
** Father's glory, and the exprefs image of his 
« perfon j" or •« God manifeft in the flefh.'* 
And hence he could truly fay, that ** who- 
•* ever had feen him, had fcen the Father v" 
and that ^* he that hated him, hated his Father 
*' alfo." 

Accordingly the union of Chriftians, by 
their partaking all of the fame fpirit, the Spi- 
rit of the Father and the Son, is often inftft* 
L 2 cd 
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cd on throughout the New Tcftamcnt. " Ye 
" are buildcd together,** fays the Apoftlc 
Paul, ** For an habitation of God through 
" the Spirit.** — " There is one body and one 
" fpirit,*' adds he, *' even as ye are called in 
** one hope of your calling.** — ** Endeavour ta 
** keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
«* peace.** — " For by one Spirit we are all 
<< baptized into one body, whether we be Jews 
<' or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free ; 
^^ and have been all made to drink into one 
*' Spirit }** or rather at one Spirit, as a well, 
or copious fountain* 

Now this comtnunication of the Divine Spi- 
rit to the members of Cbrift*s body, includeg, 
as I conceive it, both thofe miraculous gifts 
and powers that were peculiar to the firft 
Chriftians, and likewife thofe moral endow* 
ments, thofe faving influences from above» 
which have been in fome meafure imparted ta 
good men in all ages, efpeclally under the 
gofpel, and which are common to the firft 
Chriftians, and to us at this day. Of the for- 
mer I fhall fay nothing at preieht \ becaufe, 
however proper or necejQTary they might be, at 
the beginning of the gofpel, for vindicating 
the Caufe oi Chrift, and convincing 4he world 
of his divine miflion, they were not intended 
for all ages of the church i and I would fpeak 
of this prayer of our Lord only as it concerns 
Chriftians of every age. In faft, my brc* 
thren, the fupernatural powers and gifts that 
were imparted to the early Chriftian converts, 

did 
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did not, of themfelves alone,, form a real or 
pcrfeft union, cither between thofe who re- 
ceived them, , or between them and Chrift, 
For he exprefsly fpeaks of fomc; who migbc 
prophefy, and cal^ out devils» and do manj 
wonderful works in his name, tp whom ne- 
verthelefs he will profefs that he never knew 
them. Nor would theie extraordinary gifts 
have been fufficient to eflabli(h> the taith of 
the gofpel among unbelievers, if they had not 
been attended, in the new converts, witk 
thofe moral effc& of the Divine Spirit, which 
ought alfo to be in us, and which were viable: 
in their good tempers, and livcsr 

Our Lord aflures us, from the afivrfting ex- 
ample of an eaithly parent, how well dil'pofed 
©ur heavenly Jather is ta " give the Holy 
»* Spirit to them that afk him " St Paul prays- 
for the Ephefian converts, probably after the]r 
had received miraculous gifts, «* that the God 
" of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father of 
«* glory, would give unto them the fpirit of 
** wifdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
" him, the eyes- of their underftanding being 
" enlightened V *^ — and " that lie would 
** grant them, according ta the riches of his- 
«* glory,: to be ftcengthened with might by^ 
** his Spirit in the inner man." He exhorts 
^ thenl to " walk as children of light : for <be 
•* fruit of the Spirit," fays he^ '' is in all 
" goodncfs, and righteoufnefs, and truth." 
— " If a man love me," fays Chrill, " he will 
<* keep my words, and my Father will lev*; 
L 3 •* hiir: ',, 
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*< hrm ^ and we will come * unto him, aikt 
«* make our abode with him.** — •* Ye arc 
«* not in the flefih, but in the Spirit/' fays the 
apoftle to the Romans, ^* if fo be that the 
*< Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any 
^' man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is 
<^ none of his.** And in innumerable othet 
pafiages, the SfMrit of God^ or of Chrift, ift 
fpoken of as the common and indifpenfable 
endowment of every good Chriftian. It is bjr 
this Divine Spirit refiding in us, and in con« 
currence with the r^ht exercife of our rational 
faculties, and a faithful ufe of the word of 
God, enlightening our underftandings, ian£li« 
fying our hearts, fupporting our weaknefi 
under aflOTldions and temptations, and caufing 
us to abound in all the virtues of a Chriftian 
life ; it is by this Spirit alone that we can be 
i?itally united to God or Chrift, and have fel- 
lowfbip with the Father and the Son« la pro* 
portion as we lofe this Spirit, we languifh, and 
die in the fight of God, and ceafc to have any 
real or folid principle of union, either with 
him or ofte another. But were we all poflcfl- 
ed of a fuitable portion of this celeftial Spirit^, 
(which we may and ought to. be), not a worldly, 
corrupt, blind, uncharitable fpirit, but a. fpirit 
of light, of wifdom, of hoKnefs,^ and joy ;. 
a fpirit of power, and of love, and of a found 
mind : then our whole conduft would be 
worthy of God, and agreeable to him ; we 
would be all as one body, animated by one 
(bul \ God would have conftant intercourie 
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tnd focietj with us ; and it would be the maiif 
ftudy of us all, to fulfil each others joy id 
the Lord. And this is the firft view which I 
mentioned of the union our divine Saviour 
prays for to us. Let us proceed to what waf 
obferved in the 

2. Second place, as the fubjeft of this ear<^ 
neft interceffion of his in behalf of his £oU 
lowers $ I mean, that they might be one itk 
the ^aith and obedience of his dodrine. Fo^ 
fuch muft we be, my brethren, if our u* 
nion is to bear a refemblance to that of Chrift 
and his Father, and if we would be one in 
them. 

As the Father dwelt in Jefiis Chrift, by the 
fulncis of his Spirit, fo Jefus was in the Fa* 
ther. by his exa£t and punctual obfervance o£ 
the Father's inftru£tions, and by his doing al- 
ways thofe things that were acceptable in his^ 
fight ; fo that in eftablifhing the law or doc* 
trine of the gofpel, and in accompliihing the 
grand fcheme of man's redemption thereby,, 
he and his Father were, and ever will be, one* 
Hence we find fuch declarations as thefe, fc^ 
often, and fo folemnly repeated by our Lord 
in the courfe of his miniftry : ** My doArine 
*^ is not mine, but his that fent me."-—*' I 
*< have not fpoken of myfelf,. but the Father 
^* which fent me. He gave me command- 
^< ment, what 1 (hould fay, and what I fhould 
« fpeak.*^— "Ido nothing of myfclf; but 
*< as the Father hath taught me, i fpeak thefe 
^ things. And he that fent me, is with me t 
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<< the Father hath not left me alone ; for I da 
^* always thofe things that pleafe him." 

Jcfus therefore, fo faithful himfelf m teach- 
ing the truth which he had received from hU 
Father, and in giving teftimony to it by his 
whole life and aftiohs, and even by his bloody 
was juftly folicitous that his followers ihould 
be united in the profeilion and prance of it ^ 
adhering to it with unfhaken conftaacy, what- 
ever troubles it might expofe them to in the 
world, and preferving this precious treafure, 
brought them from above, pure and uncor- 
rupted by any foreign mixtures. Without 
this, they would be as little one as the reft of 
the World, of whom the Jews and Gentiles 
were at irreconciieable variance •> and the Gen- 
tiles moreover divided anyong themfelves by 
innumerable and endlefs fuperftitions. Where- 
as it was his defign to bring men together up- 
on the affair of religion ; and to give them^ 
at the fame time/ one fpirit to animate them, 
and one faith to enlighten and dire<El them t 
and by uniting in the obedience of this faith» 
as taught by him, they would be one in the 
Father and him. 

• It was indeed highly defireable, that his fol^ 
lowers (hould all concur in the fame views 
and fen time nts concerning his doctrine ; and 
that, as the apoftlc fpeaks, they fliould be 
** perfectly joined together in the fame mind, 
<* and in the. fame judgement," upon that 
head. And iince the infpired apoftle fo oFt- 
ea makes this unity of fentiment in religion * 

the 
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the fubjeft of his precepts and exhortations, it 
cannot be thought a thing impfaAicable in itfelf, 
however much it may be fo by the methods 
that have been ufually taken to promote it. 
If it were in itfelf impoflible to be attained, 
how could (6 many apofties and prophets have 
agreed in delivering to us the fame doftrine ? 
how could it be the duty of Chriftians, to en^ 
deavour to be agreed in the belief of it > and, 
let me add, how could it be their duty to 
feek the knowledge of the truth as it is in Je- 
fus ? For whereas there are a thoufand dif- 
ferent ways of error, the truth, as all muft 
allow, lies in one point ; and therefore, as 
far as mcai are in pofltffion of the truth, fo 
far they are, and necefiarily muft be, of one 
tnind. Two perfons may agree^ and be both 
wrong ; they may Ukewife differ, and be- both 
wrong ; but they cannot differ upon the fame 
thing, and be both right. Hence it follows, 
that though Chriftians may be agreed in er« 
ror ; yet in the truth there mtifi be an agree- 
ment an^ong them : the one is always in exaft 
proportion to the other j and they are not 
more obliged to underftand their religion, or 
any part of it truly, than they are to be of the 
fame judgement upon it* And if Chriftians 
were always to keep in mind one great priti- 
ciple, which they all profefs, and to follow it 
with honedy, humility, and candour, in all 
its juft and obvious confequences ^ that is to 
fay, if, filled with the love of truth and vir- 
tue for its own fake, without regard to any 
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worldly confiderations, or felfifli intcrefts, 
they would refolve fimply to learn from Jefus 
Chrift, their common Lord and Mafter; and, 
fetting afide all other authority in matters of 
religion, to make his words, and thofe of his 
infpired apoftles, the fole rule _ of their 
thoughts and actions ^ freely communicating 
their fentiment$ to each other, as occaiion of- 
fered^ for their mutual edification; but ne- 
ver pretending to dictate or impofe them ; per- 
haps it might be more . difficult for them to 
differ, in any material point of ChriAianity, 
than to agree. Some of them might have 
higher meafures of knowledge in the Chridiaa 
do Arine than others ; but it is probable there 
would be no confiderablc diiveriity or oppofi- 
tion amongft them, even as to fentiment or opi- 
nion. Nor do thefe prerequifites to union of 
judgement which I have now mentioned, con- 
tain any thing in them that is very greats or 
extraordinary, or beyond the i-each of huma- 
nity. They are but the common duties of our 
religion, my brethren 5 nothing more than 
what all Chriftians gre bound to every day of 
their lives, and what they all acknowledge the 
obligation of. 

However it be, this was certainly agreeable 
to the mind and will of Chrift, and this no 
doubt he prayed for, as far as the darkuefs 
jind infirmity of our prefent ftate might admit 
of it. For upon this depends, in a great mea- 
fure, the internal ftrength and perfeftion of. 
the Chriftian church, as well as her increafe 
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or enlargement without : according to what 
the great apoftle of the ;GentiIes teaches us, 
when he fays, that Chrift, after his afcenfion 
up on high, diftributed various gifts to men, 
making fome apoftles, fome prophets, fomc 
evangelifts, and fome paftors and teachers. 
For what end ? •* For the perfefting of the 
** faints, for the work of the miniftry, for 
" the edifying of th,e body of Chrift, till we 
•* all come, in the unity of the faithy and of 
«« the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
«• perfeft man, unto the meafure of the ftature 
" of the fulnefs of Chrift.'* This is what wc 
Ihould all feek after. 

Nevcrthelefs it is hardly to be expefted, in 
this ftate, that all Chriftians fhould agree ex- 
aftly in every point and principle of religious 
belief ; and the reafon is, becaufe it is not to 
be expefted, that they fhould all attain to the 
precife truth in every thing, and be abfolute- 
ly free from error. Wc are frail, and Ihort- 
fighted, and liable to miftakc, the beft of us, 
though we had no prejudices, paffions, or in- 
terefts, to miflead us. Nor arc all mens 
minds formed alike, any more than their bo- 
dies. Difference of natural capacity, or gifts, 
difference of education and habit, diffirence 
of opportunities for acquiring knowledge, dif- 
ference of ftudy or application, all thefe, and 
many other circumftances, will naturally oc- 
cafion a diverfity of fentiments, (fome more, 
and others lefs juft), even where men follow 
all the fame rule, and are all equally fincere. 

But. 
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But then the experience of all ages hath 
(hown, that, upon the fuppofition mentioned, 
this diverfity is apt to take plape chiefly, if 
not wholly, in fuch matters as are lefs clear, 
lefs eafy to be afcertained with precifion, and 
therefore comparatively of lefs importance* 
Nor is it inconfiftent with the unity of the c- 
yangelical faith, while men remain all on the 
fwne and only foundation, which is Jefus 
Chrift, and all hold him as their head ; uni« 
ted in a due refpeA to his divine authority,, 
fo fully manifeftedy and proved, by his life, 
preaching, and miracles, his death, and re*- 
furreftion from the dead ; while they are all 
perfuaded of his exaltation to power at the 
right hand of God, and that he will come a- 
gain to judge the world, and render to every 
man according to his works ; I add, while 
they are all perfuaded of the mercy of God 
through him, and tbat he will give eternal 
life to all them, and them only, that obey 
him. This faith is fufficient to conflitute men 
Chriftians, and to intitle them to all tHe pri« 
vileges of Chriftians ; as may evidently appear 
.from all the converCons which the fcripture 
relates to have been made by the apoftles of 
our Lord, while they fpread the gofpel through 
the world. And in this faith moft part, if 
not all Chriftians, at leaft in the Reformed 
churches, do at this day profefs unanimouily to 
agree. The grand error, and the fource of 
endlefs divifions, is, when Chriftians profeiT- 
ing this faith in common, do not aft conform- 
ably 
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ably to it, or will not iuffer one another to do 
fo in peace ; and when quarrelling about Icff^ 
cr differences of opinion, often very trifling, 
often lying rather in words than things, they 
forget to concur with Gk>d, with Jefus Chrift, 
and With one another, in promoting, to the 
utmoft of their power, that holinefs^ righ- 
teoufnefs, and folid piety, which the gofpel 
every where inculcates in the cleared manner, 
and under the moft folemn fanAions. — Which 
brings me to thd 

3. Third and laft view which I mentioned, 
of the union fo devoutly prayed for by Jefus 
Chrift in behalf of all that fhould at any time 
become his followers j namely, an union of 
concord and mutual love : that as the Father 
is in 'him, and he in the Father ; and as he 
and his Father are one, by the ftridteft and 
moft perfect love» and by their joint endea- 
vours (if we may fay fo) to carry on and com- 
plete the grand work of man's eternal falva« 
tion \ fo we Chriflians alfo might be one in 
them, by a chanty founded on the pure and 
fublime principles of the gofpel. This is pro- 
perly the refult and fruit of all that I have hi- 
therto difcourfed of. For what was the inten- 
tion of the Almighty Father in communicating 
his Spirit to the Son, and through him to the 
difciples of the Son ? what was his intention 
in calling them to one faith, the profef&on 
and pradlice of one divine religion, putting 
them under the conduit of one heavenly Ma- 
iler, and giving them one common Hope of 
Vol. HL M an 
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an incorruptible inheritance ? what did lie 
intend by thefe things, but that, ftrife and dif- 
cord ceafing from amongft them, and the o« 
dious diftin£t4ons which had formerly kept 
them at variance being abotiihed, ** there 
/(< QMght be neither Jew nor Greek* Barba- 
^< rian, Scythian, bond, or free, but all might 
#< be 4^ne in Ghrift Jefus ? * And what did it 
profit them to have even the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit, if they had not charity? or 
<what availed it to be the followers of one holy 
lloArine, if this do£brine, inftead of 4inidng 
them, was to be the fource of {;reater diflen* 
fion and animofity between them than they 
bad ever kAOwn before ? We xrannot doubt» 
then, but it was the aim of oar Saviour's in- 
terceflion tn,part atleaft, if .not priocipaHy, that 
his followers might he ooe in mutual love 4o« 
wards each other. For without this, what- 
ever other things they might agree in, their 
«inion could by no means be complete, fe- 
cure, or lafting ; their union, I mean, either 
anrith him and his Father, or amoQg them« 
lelves. 

Accordingly the Apoftle Paul teachcth us, 
that the ** end of the commandment (the 
f* fcope and tendency, the fum and perfec- 
^* tion, of theChriftian inftitution) is chari- 
^< ty, out of a pure heart, and of a good con- 
/< fcicnce, and oJF fiurfi unfeigned.*' Where 
Ithefe are, charity can never be wanting ; and 
prhere charity is not, there can neither be 
f^f^ifftwbUfi^ iwhp or a good conifcie^ce, or 

a 
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z pure heait. *• If we love one another,'^ 
fays the Apoftle John, " God dvrellerh in usy 
** and his love is pcrfefted ih us."* In fhort^ 
this is the charafter by which Jefus would 
have men to be known in the world for hid 
ikfciplesv. The difciples of the Pharifee* 
were knOwh by their drefs, their extraordi- ^ 
l>^y devotions^ their fuperelHoufnefs ; the 
diicipks of Jofafi the Baptift were kuown hf 
their fafting^ ai)d the fingular aufterity of 
their manners ; the difciples of tbe Heathen 
philofophers were known by their attach^ 
znent te the oppeiite fyftems and fpecula*' 
tive opinions of their refpeftive mafters* Jc-* 
lu» Chrift- fixes upon jaothing of that kind 
for the diftinAive badge of his followers* 
He affigns fome thing for it that is more ufe-' 
ful and falvtary, more agreeable to ti;uth and 
reafon^ and more conducive to the real per^ 
fefkion and happinef$ of human nature : '< By 
•• this,'* fays he, " fhall all men know that 
f* ye are my difciples, if ye have love one ta 
•* another.'* 

Our L6rd| I ixff prayed for tEis moft ex- 
cellent grace to his followers above all o-^ 
thers, in praying for their union; becaufe 
this grace alone could make them truly and 
completely one. This would prevent or re- 
move every poffible caufe of difcord or dif- 
fenfion that might arife among them ; \% 
would keep them conjoined in holy com- 
munion and peace* notwithftanding unavoid- 
able differences of fentimeat in fome things, 
M z and 
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and render them one compaA and fii'm body, 
in which you can perceive no rent or fchifm, 
but clofely knit together in all its partSj and 
edifying itfelf m love. 

But we have now feen, according to the 
beft account that I am able to give of it^ from 
the fcriptures of truth, what it is that Jefbs 
Chrift here aiks in behalf of thofe who fhould 
believe on his name, when he prays, ^< That 
*^ they all may be one, as thou. Father, art 
*' in me» and I in thee } that they alfo may 
*' be one in us.** How far tbb prayer has 
been hitherto anfwered in fadt, it may not 
become us to fay, though it muft be owned,, 
that appearances in the world at this day, and 
for many ages paft, are very much againft it. 
But one thing we may fay, that if it had been 
anfwered in a much lefs degree than it has 
been, this would be no juft argument, either 
againft the propriety of the prayer in itfelf» 
or againft the efficacy of our Lord^s intcrceP* 
iion with his Father. For it is with the an- 
fwer of this prayer in us, my brethren, as 
with all the other bleffings which the gofpcl 
propofeth to us : God has not made our at- 
tainment of them to depend only upon him- 
felf, or the mediation of his Son j were that 
the cafe, wc would have nothing to fear, 
and needed not give ourfelves any trouble a- 
bout them: but he has made it to depend 
alfo, and eflentially, upon us ; infomuch that 
without the concurrence of our deftres, our 
prayers, aud eftovts for obtaioing them, and 

making 
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making them oufs^ we can reap no benefit 
from them $ and they are as vain with regard 
40 us as if they had never exiftedj except only 
that they will increafe the feveritj of our cosu^ 
demnatiojx 
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SERMON IX^ 

The Subjeft continued* 

John xvii. 20. 21. 

Neither pray I for thefe alonsy but for them at-* 
fe luhich fhall believe en me through their 
word : that they all may be one^ as tJjou, Fa- 
ther j art in me, and I in thee ; that they^ 
alfo may be ene in us : that the 'morld maf 
believe that thou haftfent me» 

WHat ought powerfuHy ta excite our 
endeavours in the prefent cafe, - is the 
coiifideration of the unportaiice and neceifitj 
of this union which our Saviour prays for a- 
ji-iong his profeflcd followers, in order to en- 
gage the unbelieving world to receive the faith 
of his divine million, or to embrace bis reli- 
gion : — " That the world may believe that 
thou haft fent me/* This was, 

II. The fccond point that I propofed to 
confider. I ihall fatisfy myfclf with a brirf 
and general illuflxation of this : " That the 
" world may believe that thou haft fent me.'* 
It is our Xord that fays fo, my brethren ; 
and what Chriftian, what lover of Jefus, but 
rnuft be affeAed with this motive ? Bleff* 
cd Jefus I and is it f o indeed ? is there dan- 
ger 
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ger that the world will xiot believe that God 
hath lent thee ? that after all the glorious at- 
teftations that have been given to thy inno- 
cence and dignity, both from heaven and on 
earth, they will ftill hold thee for a falie and 
wicked impoftor ? that they will approve of 
the council which condemned thee as a blai^ 
phemer, and blefs the wicked hands that nail« 
cd thee to the crofs ? that they will crucifjr 
thee afreih, and put thee to open fliame ? A* 
hove an, canft thou be liable to Aich treat- 
ment on account of any thing in the ckarac* 
ter and conduA of thy profefied difciples ? 
What {hall I do, O my Lord, to vindicate 
thy honour ? to reicue thy worthy name, ia 
which I muft for ever glory, from the unjuft 
ireproaches of infidels ? How (hall I take away 
from them every pretext to juftify their unbe- 
lief, and caufe thee to be thought of, where- 
ever thy name is heard, with that refpeA and 
veneration which is due to thee as the faithful 
«< MeHenger of the Moft High, and the Anoint- 
ed Lord and King of his people ? ^ You know 
the anfwer, my brethren, that Jcfus Chrift 
would give to iuch pious inquirers. The text 
has already informed you of it. Would it not 
be to this purpofe ? *< Be careful, my dear 
*« friends, to live as becomes my difciples f- 
<< and let the diftinguUhing mark or charac- 
•« teriftic of my difciples prevail, and be con- 
•* fpicuous in you; — ftudy to be one^ — as 
*< the Father is in me, and I in him, —'to be 
** Qnc in us i — endeavour, — ftrivc, — exhort ; 

r. ' ** if 
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**' if there be any confolation m mcr if any 
^* comfort of love, if any fellowihip of tlie 
^' Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, — ex- 
<* hort and provoke one another tp heavenly 
<< union and love : fo ihall you perfuade ther 
<< world that I am the faithful and true wit* 
^* Qck, and that my religion is of God.** 

But to fet this matter in a clearer light, it 
muft be owned, Chriftians^ that the divinity 
of om* religion does not properly depend upon 
the behaviour of its profeflbrs. Without re- 
gard to that, it has proofs to fupport it which 
are abundantly fufficieat to convince and fa^ 
tisfy the mindu of all impartial peribns who 
know and coniider them. But then,, let the 
proofs of it be what they will, it is impoffible 
they can produce any efib£l, where they are not 
attended to and examined without prejudice* 
Nor can it be reafonably expedled, that unbe«> 
lievers will be very foHcitous to know the e* 
vidences of a religion which they are yet ftran« 
jers to, and which they perceive to have few 
or no good effeAs i^on tbofe who have alrea« 
dy received it,, and profeis to be governed by 
it. NOb On the contrary, this wiU naturally 
fill their minds with the (brongeft prejudices^ 
and will, in their appreheniion, weaken, ow 
totally deftroy, the force of all the arguments 
that can be produced in favour of it. In this 
way it is that the manners of profefled Chri- 
ftians come to be of fo much confequence to 
others, and to have fuch a mighty infiiu^uce. 
cither io proxnotbg or obftru^ng the progcef^ 

o£ 
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of their reh'gion , among men. Our Lord 
feems to intimate, that there is fomething 
eflential in this matter. He had already preach- - 
ed an excellent and heavenly do£trine, lived 
a fpotlefs and exemplary life, and wrought 
many great miracles which could not be dif- 
puted by thofe who had the beft opportuni- 
ties to examine them : he was, in a little time, 
to Teal the truth with his blood ; to rife again 
from the dead*, according to his promife ; to 
fliew himfelf alive, after his paffion, to his a- 
poftles and followers, who were, of all o- 
thers, the fitteft to judge of the reality of 
that faA ; to afcend unto heaven in their pre- 
fence ; and to pour down upon them a rich 
variety of the moft extraordinary gifts and 
powers, enabling them to fpeak with' new 
tongues, and to do miraculous worlds; all 
which he did faithfully perform : and yet, as 
if all thefe things would of themfelves be in« 
fufficient to convince the world of his divine 
sniifion, he prays here for thofe who fliould 
believe in him, •« That they may be one, as 
'* thou. Father, art in me, and I in thee ; 
** that they alfo may be one in us : that the 
♦• world may believe that thou haft fent me.'* 
In faft, my brethren, the general conduft 
and deportment of thofe who make profeflioa 
of the Chriftian religion, is naturally the firft 
point relating to it that will come to be ex- 
amined by ftrangers and infidels whom it is 
propofed to. This is an obvious thing, and 
ftiikcs at firft fight, and muft always givc^ 

frooo^ 
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from the very n^ure of man, the moft obftU 
nate prepofleffions, either for or againft an^ 
dodlrine. All men are endowed with a fenfi; 
of right and wron^ ; and it is from the known ' 
behaviour of Chriftians that the Heathens 
will form their judgement both of them and 
of their reli^on* Many men alfo, even in the 
midft of Pagan fuperftitionj have fo much 
knowledge of the divinity, as to think, that^ 
if he is at all to reveal his will to men, it muft 
be with a view to make them juft and faithfuU 
not falfe and cruel ^ and to unite and cement, 
not to fet them at variance* 

Now let us fuppofc there is fuch an one, as 
yet a Heathen| and enemy to our religion, but 
whom you would perfuade to receive it as 
true, and of God» He opens his eyes upoa 
the Chriflian world, and, inftead of om grand 
and holy fociety> worthy of the great God 
to form, and fit for him to dwell with, be* 
holds an infinite multitude of little factions and 
parties, feparate from and oppofi(;e to each o** 
ther, all claiming 'to be the only true Chri*- 
fiians, and all denying, that chara£ter^ta every 
other but themfelves ^ un^willing to^ acknow- 
ledge each other for the followers of the fame 
Ikiafter ; unable to bear with one another in 
the worfhip of God, the common Father of 
all} full of rancour and animofity in theis 
bearts, and refirained only by want of power 
from perfecuting each other, even to deftruc- 
tion. —What refleflions do you imagine would 
xiakt;urally arife im his brcaft concerning the rc'- 
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has all power in heaven and in earth. But 
while Ij fays the infidel^^ behold this kingdom 
fo much divided againft itfelf, I muft con- 
clude, that it is, fome how or ether, very ill 
adminiftered ; and that the head of it wants 
either the power or the will to reduce it to or- 
der and peace. Did he intend to fow the 
feeds of eternal ftrife and difcord among men ? 
and to fet up a kingdom, wherein his fubjeds 
ihould always pnrfue oppofite interefts in his 
fiame, and be perpetually hating and devour* 
ing one another for his fake * ? 

I forbear, my brethren, to ej^prefi all the 
reproaches and blafphemies which the Heathen 
will be apt to pour out upon our holy religion^ 
and its founder, while they fee the Chriftian 
world fplit into fuch a multitude of bppofite 
and contending parties, all intent upon each 
others ruin ; and that, in thofe places -{• where 
there feems to be the greateft uniformity a- 
mong them, matters are fiill a great deal 
worfe I becaufe it is not a real uniformity^ 
l)ut only apparent ; an uniformity not owing 
to choice or conviftion, but to the grofleft ig- 
norance and hypocrify ; fupported only by 
the conftant exertion of an oppreffive worldly 
power, which either induftriouily keeps them 
in the dark, or elfe forces them to diilemble 
their real fentiments, and to profeis outwardly 
whatf their hearts abhor. 

* See a fermon of the RcTcrend Mr James Peirce of 
ExOD. oa 1 Cor. i« 13. f lo Popiib countriei. 
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Upon the whole, will the Heathen fay, 
here is a fet of men who all profefs to follow 
one mafter only in the things of religion, and 
yet in fa£k each party follows another of their 
own ; a fet of men who fay they belong to 
one body^ and yet are formed into a thou- 
fand (eparate bodies, which all difclaim com** 
muilion with one another; a fet of* men, in 
fine, whom a flranger would take to be all of 
one religion, (for they all call themfelves Chri- 
ftians), and yet their religions, even according 
to their own accounts of them, are as dif&r- 
ent as light and darknefs. What a contradic* 
tion mufl thefe Chriftians be I and what mufl: 
be the doOrine that infpires them with fuch 
fentiments, and leads them to fuch a conduA ! 
Is it poffible that it can defcend from above, 
ais they pretend ? 

But an intelligent Heathen, before he can 
be brought to attend without prejudice to the 
nature or evidences of our religion, will be 
apt to carry his inquiries into the manners of 
its profeflbrs fomewhat farther flill ; and from 
this general view of the Chriftian world, h« 
will turn his eyes to the moral conduft and 
deportment of particular perfons ; and when 
he finds that great numbers at lead, if not the 
bu&, of Chriflians of all perfuafions, and e- 
ven thofe of them who make the grcatcft noifc 
about their religion, are as fenfual, a« covet- 
ous, as revengeful, as treacherous and cruel, 
as Heathens themfelves, he will aflc, why he 
ihould be defircd to embrace a religion which, 
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if it does not make him worfej is not likely I 
to make him any better than he is already ? 
Chridians, he obferves, profefs mainly to fcek 
the happinefs of another world ; yet moft of 
them appear to be entirely devoted to the in- 
terefts and pleafures of this. If any are o- 
.. therwife minded, they are but few in compa- 
rifon, and arc generally laughed at by the reft; 
as fools and enthufiafts. In ihort, they do 
pot follow the principles and maxims of their 
owa religion, which is an argument that they 
themfelves do not believe it. And though, 
jthey affeft xo have great zeal for bringing o- 
;thers to the belief of it, and pretend to have 
no other view in this, but a deiire of promo- 
ting the welfere of their fcUow-creatures, . and 
of making them eternally happy j yet it is ma- 
Xiifeft from their cojnduA, that religion with 
thepa ifi nothing but a mere pretext to cover 
their bafe and finifter defigns ; and that they 
f eg^rd it no farther than as a means of ex- 
tending their empire over others, or of pof*- 
/eiBng themfelves of their treafures. 
■ Thus^ 1 fay, will Heathens and enemies 
argue agaipft our religion from the conduft 
jo( its profelTors ^ and tbefe arguments will be 
fo many ftrong and invincible prejudices in 
iheir minds, fufficient to make them defpife 
it, and refufe to take any further trouble in ' 
examining, either what it is in itfelf, or by^what 
evidences its divine authority is fupported. 
'^here have been many attempts made by 
Phriftians to propagate the gofpcl in foreigti 
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parts, and many fcbemes fet on foot, for the 
converfion of Heathens and infidels ; pious> 
I doubt not, and well meant ; but, for my 
part, the more I confider the fubjcft now be- 
fore us, together with the hiftory of paft a- 
ges, the lefs hope am I allowed to entertain 
of the gofpei's being propagated with any great 
fuecefs abroad, till once it be better propaga* 
ted at home v or of feeing ftrangers fubmit 
willingly to the yoke of Jefus Chrift, whilft it 
is borne with fo bad a grace by fo njany of his 
pretended friends ; and particularly, whilft 
there is fo little union among Chriftians with 
regard to their common faith, .Chriftians 
ought to a<Si: with ibme kind of confiflency : 
they (hould firft fettle' and compofc their dif- 
ferences amongft thcmfclves, before they pre- 
tend to fpread that ** gorpd of peace" which 
they profcfs among foreigners : they fliould 
be generally agreed what their religion is, be- 
fore they undertake to teach it to thofe wlio 
are entirely unacquainted with it : in a word, 
they fliould (hew by their adlions, that they 
themfelves are really influenced by the faith 
. of it, before they attempt to make others be- 
lieve it. Then, indeed, we might juftly hops 
for the Jiappieft fruits, and for greater tri- 
umphs to our religion than it hath had iovi 
many ages, but not fooner. 

If all that call themfelves Chriftians would 
^grce to live according to the rules of tBeilr 
religion, which are not lefs clear- than excel- 
lent ^ if they would bend their chief attentioa- 
N z to 
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to the things in which they all agree, and 
which they themfclves muft allow to be of 
greateft importance, , rather than to thofc 
in which they happen to differ ; if, inftead of 
affeAing to diftinguiih themfclves by infolent 
pretenfions to orthodoxy of opinion, (whicli 
is only paying a compliment to themfclves at 
the expence of their brethren), they would 
rather ftudy to be known by the principal and 
leading mark which JeAis Chrift hath affigned 
for his difciples, their love one to another | 
finally, if each party of Chriftians, inftead of 
endeavouring to fwallow up and deftroy the 
reft, by means of the power and policy of this 
world, would agree to lay afide the little, or, 
if you will, the great peculiarities by whicii 
they ftand apart from each other, and to u* 
nite upon the broad and firm bafis of the " c- 
** verlafting gofpel,'^ contained in the books 
of the New Teftament, the only records of it 
which they allow to be of divine authority ) 
hearkening, with one confent,* to the voice 
of their common Mafter, learning of him who 
was meek and lowly in heart, fpeaking the 
truth to one another in love, endeavouring 
kindly to fet each other right where they 
think they are wrong, but never attempting 
to force from others a fubmiflion to their C&n* 
tinients without inward conviftion ; not judr 
ging or cenfuring, not hurting or molcfting,. 
one another upon account of tnere differences 
of opinion, which, at the worft, can be only 
errors in judgcmcntj from which no man i« 

entirely 
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entirely exempted ; — ^^could we fee this temper 
and fpirit prevailing among ChriAianSr we 
.might yet hope, that the gplpel of Chritt 
would have free cOurie, and be glorified i^ 
the world : the truth would get fair play; the 
name of Chrift woul^ be no longer blafphc- 
med among infidels on account of the fcanda- 
lous iomioral behaviour of his profefied fol- 
lowers i all prejudices againft our religion 
arifing from that quarter would be happily re- 
moved I the light of genuine Chriftianity, (hi- 
ning before men in the lives of its profcfilbrs^ 
would almoft irrefidibly invite and engage 
them to glorify our heavenly Father ; the blefl^ 
ing of God would attend their endeavours to^ 
propagate it ; and this divine religion, feen^ 
in its native unfuUied luftre,. and in its moft 
falucary and beneficial efie£ts, would gradual- 
ly prevail over the whole earth. Then> iw 
the emphatic language of the prophet, *• tea 
*' men out of all the nations would take hold 
•* of the ikirt of him that is a ChrifVian, fay- 
•* ing, We will go with 5^ou ; for wehava 
•* heard that God is with you *.** 

In this manner was the Chriftian rellgioiv 
propagated in its early days i and if fo, we 
have reafon to think it will never be propa- 
gated fuccefsfully any other way. Whilft be* 
lievers continued ftedfaftly in the apoftles doc- 
trine and fellowfiiip, praifing God, and ha- 
* "ting favour with ail the people ; whilft they 

* S«c two fenscns of Di C(;tfkc oa i Gor. liii. 3.^ 
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WM'e wont CO aflTemble^ together with cue ac« 
^ord> being of one heart and one foul, great 
grace was upon them all. And in thofe days 
the churches were edified in themfelves ; an<l 
walking m the fear of the Lord^ and in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghoft, they were jnulti* 
plied alfo, by a numerous acceflion of new* 
converts coming in every day. If ftrifes and 
contentions arofe in fome churches *, they 
never carried them fo far as to renounce com- 
munion with one another ; and they were pre- 
vailed upon, by farther inftru^ion in the prin-^ 
ciples of Christianity, to lay them afide. IS 
fome corruption appeared now and then a- 
mong them, who, for worldly ends, endea- 
voured to fubvert or corrupt the ChriftiaA 
faith, *^ and would not confent to wholefomer 
** words, even the words of our Lord J^fu^ 
*' Chrifl, and the do£lrine which is according 
*** to godlinefs,*' they were prefently (hunned 
and difcountenanced by all the friends of Je- 
ius. Chriflianity in the mean time fpread and 
flourtfhed ; and Chriftians were every where 
diftinguiihed by their mmu^ love^ by the rea^ 
fonablenefs of their worfbip, and the purity 
of their manners. The coriverts'from among 
the Gentiles were generally of one mind in 
the Chriftiandoftrine j and though they dould 
aot but have very diffei^rit femiment^ in fomtf 
things from the Jewilh converts, having beea 
:st fo wide a diftance from them before s yet 

• TJie thurch of Coiiaihj for example^ 
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eten thefe two parties united in one body tttt'> 
der Jefus Chrift, and the main controversy 
of them all was only witli Pagans and idolair 
lers. 

But when Chriftians became lefi apprehen- 
'five of the common enemy than of one ano-» 
tfaer \ when they began (which was too early: 
indeed) to adulterate the pure religion of Je- 
fus with additions and inventions of their own» 
on which they laid more ftrefk than on his 
^ords, and to turn the gofjpel into abftrufe 
and barren fpeeuiation, inftead of regarding 
it as a plain, affecting, and edifying rule of 
life ; when the churches were no longer known 
by their mutual love, but by loud clamours 
about herefy and orthodoxy ; when, from 
perfecuted Chriftians, the world began to lee 
thofe monftrotts things called Chriftian . ptrfe^ 
enters ; when human force and violence fuc- 
ceeded to reafon and argument, in the pro- 
pagation and defence of the truth, and were 
exerted by ChrHBans, not only i^ainft infr* 
dels, but againfl their fellt>w .Chriftians ; whefi 
nen were to be convinced by heavy forfeit* 
mres^ and by bo^ly> pains and tortures, in- 
ftead of meek periuafion and friendly debate \ 
to conclude, when Chriftians would no long- 
er allow their brethren and fellow-fervants to 
be fubjcft to the authority of Cbrift, the con>» 
aaon Lord of them all ; but would moreover 
compel them, by the terrors of this world, tO 
be lub|ie(t alfo to their authority in the things of 
religion ; -^ From that <icBe» <ny brethren, and 
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.by thefe means, the body of Chrift being no 
.longer one^ but rent in a thoufand pieces^ his 
religion declined every day. Its glory was de- 
bafed, its force enervated, its very light al- 
^moil extinguiflied. Ignorance, hypocrify , and 
.trifling cereinonies of human contrivance^ 
cSiine to take place of honefly and underiland* 
ing, of folid piety and undiflembled love .*• 
Scarce any vedige of ChriAianity remained ia 
the world, at leaft in that noble fimplicity 
which is natural to it, except in the books of 
facred-fcripture, which were preferved indeed, 
but prohibited from common ufe. We are, 
by God^s blefling» delivered from that deplo* 
rable darknefs and fervitude ; but are ftill, it 
is to be feared, a great way from Chriftian 
perfe£libn. 

Thefc things, however, may ferve, in tome 
.meafure, to convince us of how much import- 
.ance it is, that the profefled followers of Chrift 
be one, in order that the world may be per* 
iuaded of his divine mii£on, and engaged to 
embrace his reHgion. And lye may now per- 
.ceive how neceilary a connection there is bc^ 
twixt thcfe two great events. 

What remains,. th«n, Chriftians, but that, 
i^ order to obtain the ineflimable benefit which 
Jefus Chrift here prays for to us *, and iha^ w€ 
may not counteract his blefled interceffion in 
our behalf^ and deprive ourfelves of all the 

* * Sec Or Lardncr'f obfervationi on the firft consci) ei 



union of his IblloWera cetiiidextd. i g^ 

fruhs S}£ his mediaticm ; that we may not be 
the occafion of caufing him to he regarded bj 
the world as aa im|>Qftor, and his religion as 
a^fiAion of human devke; what remains, I 
iky, but that we ftrive to be like minded, and 
Join our beft endeavours to promote all Chri- 
ftian hoUoefs i^ ourfelves and others, efpe* 
daily union and love ? It is not in our povrer 
indeed to unite all men, or to reconcile them 
to one another, any more than to the truth ; 
but let us lament the diforders which we cauf- 
not cure, and con^mend the cure of them to 
the wifdom and goodnefs of our heavenly 
Father. Who knows how far the united 
prayers and tears of a fingle church, anima- 
ted by the Spirit of Chrift, may go towarii 
the benefit of the whole Chfiftian world i 
Above all, let us be examples of that holy U" 
nion and peace which ought to reign among 
all Chriftians ; ever preferving and cheriihiug 
a generous, dilinterefted, catholic fpirit, and 
abounding in love one towards another* and 
to all men. If others differ in opinion from 
tis, let us not judge or defpife them merely oit 
that account ; but whiift they walk by the 
fame rule that we do, and their lives appear 
to be Chrii^ian» let us fay, " Peace be on 
*' them, and on all the Ifrael of God** If they 
jud^e or condemn us, inertly becaufe wc dif* 
fer from them, let u^ regard them rather ai 
objefts of our pity than of our rcfentmcnti 
they and we both .mud appear one day before 
the judgemcnt-fetit of Clisift^ -^ 
• "• Wc 



SERMON I. 

The.fuccefs of the iirft publifhers of the 
gc^pel a proof of its truth. 

Bf George Campbell, D. D. 

Preached before the Soeiety in Scotland for pro- 
pagating Chriftian Knowledge, at Edinburgh^ 
June 6. 1777. 

I Cor. 1. 2j. 

■I ■ The fooUJhnefs of Cod is 'tvifer than menp 
and the weakne/s. of Cod isjironger than men* 

P A R T I. 

IT would fcarccly be poffiblc 16 conceive m 
new religion attended with more difadvan- 
tageous circumftances^ than was the Chriftian 
religioa on its fifft appearance ; and of which^ 
confequently, the fuccefs in the world, would, 
humanly fpeaking, be more improbable. ~ No- 
thing could be worfe adapted to the prejudices 
that prevailed among Jews and Gentiles than 
its tenets : nothing could be lefs accommoda« 
ted to the univerfal depravity of manners than 
its precepts. Both the obfcurity and the fate 
of its founder feemed alike iofuperable obfta- 

dcs 
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cles to the advancement of his caufe. And as 
to the perfdns whom, under the title of a- 
poftles, he felefted to be the inftruments of 
promulgating his doftrine, they were fuch as, 
in the judgement of all reafonablc men, would 
have been fufficient, though every other dr- 
cumftance had been favourable, to render the 
fchemp abortive. Truly, therefore, may wc 
fay, that if this counfel or this work had been 
of men, it muft have come to nought. Any 
one of the particulars above mentioned would 
have been enough to ftifle it in the birth j 
bow much more would all of them when com- 
bined together ? But '* there is no wifdom, 
** nor underftandlng, nor counfel, againft the 
•* Lord *.'* His thoughts are not our thoughts^ 
neither are our ivays his ways. Juftly is this 
divine inftitution reprefented in the prophetic, 
language under the emblem of a Jione^ fome- 
thing at firft to appearance inconfiderable, 
cut out without hands, not by human fkill or 
dexterity, •' which became a great mountain, 
** and filled the whole earth f-" For the 
foolijhnejs of Cod, as ye have it in the paflagc 
read to you as the foundation of this difcourfe, 
is *wifcr than men, and the lueakne/s of Cod is 
Jlronger than men^ 

ThTJ apoftle, in thefe words, is far from in- 
fmuating that there can be any thing in the 
fupreme all-perfeft mind, analogous to what 
\vc underftand by the terms folly and weak'^ 

• Prov. xxi, 30, t ^^^' "• 34* 35* 
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nefs. JBut, by an ufual figure, he confiders 
the extraordinary condu^ of Providence ma- 
nifefted in this new inftitution, under the de- 
nomination which the adverfaries were plea- 
fed to give it ; and aflBrms, that the meafures 
which the ruler of the world had adopted, 
and which to them were fooliihnefs, would 
be found to have more wifdom in them than 
the wiieft plans of human contrivance \ and 
that the means employed by Heaven, how- 
ever weak they might be reckoned, would 
be ftrong enough to baffle all the moft vigo- 
rous efforts of the fons of earth^ Nay more, 
however fliallow the meafures^ and however 
impotent the inftruments may be, not in ap- 
pearance but in reality, when attended only 
by natural and ordinary means, they will ' 
prove perfedWy efficacious when attended by 
fuch' as are fupernatural and extraordinary. 
God, when he is pleafed to interpofe miracu- 
loufly, can effcft his purpofe, not only with- 
out the intervention of man, but by fuch hu- 
man agency ^ feems better calculated to de- 
feat the endn:han to promote it. This, wc 
learn from the context, was, in feveral ini- 
pprtant refp^fts, the cafe with the firft pfo- 
piulgation of the gofpel. 

To throw ligh^ on this doftrine, and to 
point out the ufe we ought to make of it, 
fhall, with the aid of Heaven, be the ultimate 
fcope of this difcoiicfe. The argument couch- 
ed "in my text, and illuftrated in the conclu- 
ding part of this chapter, and the beginning 
^ of 
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of the next, may be thus exprefled t ** The- 
human and natural means originally employed 
for the propagation of the gofpel, would, 
•without the divine inierpofition, have proved 
both foolifh and weak, and therefore utterly 
incapable of anfwering the purpofe. The 
purpofe was neverthelefs by thcfe means full^ 
anfwered. Confequenily they muft have beeii 
accompanied with the divine interpofition, 
and our religion is of God, and not of man." 
1 fhall firft therefore endeavour to evince the 
truth of the firft propofition, and fhow the 
utter inability of the natural means employed 
in promulgating the gofpel, to efFeft the en^. 
I ihall next evince the truth of the fecond, 
pointing out the rapid and unexampled fuc- 
cefs of the means that were employed ; — 
and fhall conclude with obfcrving the in- 
fluence which the obvious confequ^nce qJt 
thefe deductions ought to have upon us, and 
the improvement we ought to make of thi» 
doftrine. 

I BEcfN with the unfitoefs of the nfeans, 
that is, the natural and ordinary means ad^ 
tnitted by infidels, as well as Chriftians, to* 
have been employed ; for it is of fuch means 
only I am here fpeaking. Let it be obferved,* 
that under this I comprehend the genius of 
the doftrine taught 5 becaufe, whether fuper- 
natural in its origin or not, it may have in Ic 
a natural fitnefs for engaging attention and 
regard } or, on the contrary, a natural ten- 
O 2 dencjr 
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dency to alienate the minds of men, and ren- 
der them inattentive and averfe. In this view 
the fpirit and charafter of the inftitution it- 
felf ought to be regarded as natural means, 
cither of promoting, or of retarding, its pro- 
pagation. Let us then examine briefly the 
two principal circumftances already fuggefted, 
the doftrine, and the publiftiers. It is to the 
former that the term foolijhnefs is more efpe- 
clally applied, as lueaknefs is to the latter. 

The do^rine of the crofs, in particular^ 
the great hinge of all, was, in every view, 
cxpofed to univerfal diilike and derifiom 
Coniidered as an article of faith in this new 
religion, as exhibiting the expiation of fin, 
and confequently as the foundation of the 
ilnner's hope of divine pardon and acceptance, 
to men principled as they were, it both (hock- 
ed their underftanding, and was humiliating 
to their pride. Coniidered as a practical lef- 
fon, and a warding of the treatment which 
the difciples might expeft, when fuch hor- 
rible things had befallen their mafter, to fol« 
low whom in fuffering they were fpecially call- 
ed, nothing could tend more powerfully to 
alienate their \9\\\, being oppofed by all their 
moft rooted paflions, love of life, averfion 
to pain, and horror of infamy. And even 
confidered only as a memorable event in the 
hidory of him whom all the profelytes to this 
inflitution were bound to acknowledge as their ' 
lawgiver and king, it was exceedingly difguft- 
ful^ being contradiAory to all the notions to 

which 
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which from infancy they had beeil* habituatediii. 
in regard to the protection of Providence^ 
and the marks whereby Heaven diftihguifhesr 
its favourites deftined for honour and autho-^ 
rity. 

Paul, accordingly, tafces particular notice; 
of the bad reception which this doArine met 
with from both Jews and GentHes, in confe-* 
quence of the inveterate prejudices entertain-^ 
cd againft it. The preaching of the crofs^ fayff 
-he, is to them that perijb^ to them who rejeft: 
and defpife the gofpel, fooKJhnefs ; but to ur 
who are/avedf who by faith give it a gratefut 
reception, it is the pover qf Gad ♦. However 
much the Jews^ and the Greeks dififered from* 
each other, in their religious principles, aaf 
well as cuftoms, they concurred in a mofk 
hearty deteftation- of this, which made fo fun- 
damental an article of the CbrifVian difpenfa* 
rion. They viewed it differently, according; 
to their different national charafters j but the 
effe^l, 'ah indignant rcjeftion, was the famef 
in both. Our apoftlei who perfeftly under- 
ftood the difference, has marked it with the 
greateft accuracy. The Jetvs require a ftgn^ 
an evidence of the interpofition of omnipo-r 
tence, which may overpower their minds^ 
and command an unlimited affcnt ; and th^ 
Creeks feek after ivi/dom, the elaborate pro- 
duftions of oratory and ingenuity, which may 
at once convince their reafon, and gratify 
their curiofity : hut we preach Chriji crucified 5. 
* tCor. i. 18. 

O3 • ^ 
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a doftrine fo far from fuiting the inclination* 
of cither, that to the Jews it is ^ JiumbUng- 
block, and to the Greeks fooUJbnefs. Both agree 
to reprobrate this doftrine : they dififer only 
in the manner. To the Hebrew, it is an ob- 
jcft of abhorrence 5 to the Grecian, of con- 
tempt. He adds, but to them vxho are called^ 
^thofe who are divinely inftnifted, both Jevjs 
and Greeks y Chrifi the power of God^ and th^ 
'wijdom of God *. 

Nor can we juftly wonder that fo ftrangc a 
dof^rine as this oi^ the crofs, fo repugnant to 
flefli and blood, fhould, upon the trial, prove 
io unwelcome to carnal men. If we inquire 
but ever fo little into the circumHiances of the 
€afe> we fhall find, that its reception could 
not have been any other than it was. The 
Jewifh nation was at that time fplit into feAs> 
which in many things entertained opinions o- 
pofite to one another. Neverthelefs, all who 
cxpciSkd the Mefliah, of whatever feft, con- 
curred in the belief that he would be, what 
the world calls, an illuftrious prince, a mighty 
conqueror; who would fubdue kingdoms, and 
eftablifli for himfclf a new univerfal monar- 
chy, or fecular empire^ (for of a fpiritual 
kingdom they had no idea), wherein his own 
pation would be exalted above all the nations 
of the earth. From thefe fentiments the Sa- 
maritans (however much they differed from 
the Jews in other refpefts) feem not to have 
Uiirented ; in thefe fentiments all our Lord*s 
* X Cor. i, a». 23. 24* 
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aifciples had been brought up ( and to ' thefe 
fentiments, in fpite of the manifeft tendencf 
of his inftrudtions and example, they» bf 
their own account, firmly adhered during his 
fife, and even for fome time after his refur- 
reftion. Nor do they feem ever to have re« 
linquiihed thefe fentiments, till the defcent 
of the Holy Ghoft, after the afcenfion, on 
that memorable day of Pentecoft, on which 
the promulgation of the evangelical economy 
may properly be faid to have commenced. 

But it is not enough to fay that the Mefiiah 
held forth to this people in the gofpel, and 
that which the glofles and traditions of the 
rabbis had taught them to expeA, were per- 
fonages widely different. They were, in moft 
rcfpefts, the reverfe of one another. The 
people had not yet learnt, that God, though 
not in the tempeft, the earthquake, nor the 
thunder, may yet be found in the fraall and 
feeble voice. Their heads were occupied with 
ideas of grandeur and majedy merely human. 
When they were thinking of the royal palace^ 
their attention was called to the ihop of the 
artificer, /i' not this the carpenter • ? fay 
they, with a mixture of aftoniibment and con* 
tempt. Inftead of riches and fplendor, be- 
hold poverty and humility : for a potentate and 
warrior, they had only a peaceful citizen. In 
lieu of one whofe undertakings were, in the 
fight of all mankind, to be crowned with glo- 
ry and fuccefs, they were prefeHted with a 
• Mark ^u y 

man 
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man incefikntly haunted by misfortune frour 
his cradle to his grave ; whofe friends were 
few, and enemies innumerable ; one who in 
their eyes had nothing defirable, or, to adopt 
the cxprcffion of the prophet,, had no form n&r 
ctmelinefs * ; one who accordingly, from his' 
firft appearance in public, was by aU the mea* 
of power and infiuence, hated, derided, de« 
famed, perfecuted, difhonoured, and at laft 
cruelly murdered. But the ftone which the 
builders rejeAedj foon became the head of the: 
corner. 

Profperky and adverfity have, in all ageSrC 
and in all nations,^ had fome influence on thes 
judgements of men, in regard to divine fa- 
vour and averfion; but on no nation had 
thefe external things a greater influence tham 
on the Jewiih -, and under no dij^enfation or 
form of rdigion, true or falfe, more glaring- 
ly than pnder the Mofaic. There was fome- 
thing in that inflitution, it muft be ackaow* 
kdgcd, which naturally led the attention to* 
thefe outward diftinftions between man and" 
man. The promifes and threatenings of the- 
law, interpreted according to the letter, are^ 
of things merely temporal. Th^t under thefe^ 
are couched the eternal things of the gofpel,, 
i& not to be denied \ things which wer^ alfo^. 
typified by the eftablifhed ceremonies and car*- 
nal ordinances. But it mud be obferved, that 
the literal is the moft obvious fenfe \ the fpi- 
ritual was perceived by thofe only whofc faithu 
f Ifa* liii. a. 
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or fpirittial difcerhment put thtm in a capaci* 
ty of feeing through the veil of fymbolical 
language and ritual obfervances. For it ever 
did, and ever will hold, that *• the fecrct of 
•* the Lord is with them that fear him *.** 
But in regard to the generality of the people^ 
(I may almoft fay the whole, the exceptions 
are fo few), that outward happinefs or mife*> 
ry were the ftandard by which they deterrai* 
ned whether a* pcrfon were the obje<ft of the 
love or of the hatred of Heaven, is a faA that 
might be evinced, if neceiTary, from num< 
berlcfs paflages, both of the Old Teftament 
and of the New. And if this holds in regard 
to what may be called the general tenor of a 
man's life, it holds more cfpeciajly of his 
death* To be adjudged to the death of a ma- 
lefaftor by the fupreme triboinal of the cho« 
fen people, they confidered as an infallible 
mark of reprobation. How much morc^ 
when the very fort of death, fufpenfion upon 
a tree, had a fpecial malediction pronounced 
on it, whichj as an indelible ftigma, had been 
engrofled in the body of their law ? ** He 
«* that is hanged is accurfcd of God f .** The 
Jews, accordingly, to this day, diftinguiih our 
Saviour by the name of the Hanged man, 
as the moft difgraceful they can emj^oy* 
We cannot then wonder, that to thofe whofe 
minds were blinded through fenAial affeAion 
and .obdurate prejudices^ and in refpedl of 

* Pfal. nv. 14* t Deut. xxi. 23, 
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whom, to»adopt the apoftle's fimilitudc *, the 
▼eil which covered the face of Mofes, too 
fplendid for their weak organs, remained un- 
removed, (we cannot, I fay, wonder, that to 
them) the Mcfliah's crofs fhould prove a 
ilumbling-block. It in reality did fo. The 
undoubted fa£t confirms the reafoning. And 
the reafoning is, from their avowed principles, 
fo unqueftionable, as to be equivalent to the 
cleared teftimony of the faf^. 

Nor were the prepofleffions of Pagans lefs 
impregnable, though built on different grounds. 
Of all nations the Jewifti was the moft con- 
temned and hated by hoth Greeks and Ro- 
mans. That their contempt and hatred were 
unreafonable, I readily allow. But it is only 
with the faft I am here concerned ; and that 
is incontrovertible. It were cafy, however, 
to account for it, from feveral peculiarities in 
the Jewifli conftitution, which made them be 
reckoned by others, fuperftitious, unfociable, 
intolerant, fclf-opiniolied, and untraAable; 
Their refufal of all intercommunity with thofe 
of other nations in matters of religion, a 
thing unexampled amongft idolaters, their 
diftin£Hon of meats unto clean and unclean, 
and their laws in regard to ablutions, whkh 
very much interrupted even their civil intei?- 
courfe with Gentiles, confpired in alienating 
the minds of Grangers. Though not deficient 
in courage and natural fagacity, their being 
kut little acquainted with the arts of war and 
• 2 Cor. iii. 14. 
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governmentj made them appear inconfiderable 
in the eyes of the Romans ; their ignorance 
of philofophy and the fine arts rendered them 
defpicable to the Grecians. It would not have 
been eafy to make the people of either nation 
«xpeA great benefits of any kind from a Jew. 
But to talk to them of fuch a one as their 
Meffiah or Saviour, that is, as the terms were 
explained by the preachers, the purchafer of 
the remiffion of fins, of divine favour, of e- 
eternal life and happinefs, nay as the perfon 
conftituted by the Deity judge of all the earthy . 
could, to men fo ill affcdled to that people/ 
hardly appear otberwife than as abfolutely ri- 
diculous. How much then was the ridicule 
enhanced, when they were further informed, 
that this Meffiah, this man of circumcifion, 
of the race of Jacob, had, like a common fe- 
lon, and in company with common felons, 
fiiffered under a Roman procurator the infa- 
mous death of crucifixion ? 

It is not eafy for us, at this diftance, to 
enter perfedtiy into the fentiments and feelings 
of men> whofe manners, opinions, education, 
and cuftoins, were fo totally different from 
ours. It is more difficult on this fubjeft, ott 
which our minds have been fo long pre-occu- 
pied, than on any other. The death of 
Chrift, whom we venerate as our fovercign, 
our high prieft, and teacher in divine things, 
hath, to us Chriftians, ennobled the crofs, 
the inftrument of an event of fuch inefiabte 
raoment to the human rage. We can no long- 
er 
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cr behold it with the fame eyes. It is for this 
reafon, that, in ChriOiian countries, the ufe 
of it in punifhing is univerfally aboliihed. We 
are inclined to confider it as too honourable 
a deftiny, for any after Jefus Chrift, of the 
pofterity of Adam, to undergo. But in or- 
der to judge of the appearance and cSeA of a 
new doArine, publifhed in a remote period, 
^e muft) as much as pofiible, enter into the 
opinions and prepofleffions that prevailed at 
the time. Coniidered in this view, it is but 
juft to obfervci that crucifizion was then, in 
the Roman empire, incomparably more dif- 
graceful than any kind of death known in 
thefe days in any part of Chriflendom. No 
citizen of Rome, how atrocious foever were 
his guilt, how mean foever were his flation, 
though the loweft mechanic, or the pooreft 
peafant, could be fubjedted to it. If a man was 
not a flave, as well as a criminal,, it was not 
in the power of any magiftrate to difhonour 
him fo far as to coniign him to fo ignomi- 
. nious a punifhment. And though the privi- 
lege of Romans did not extend to every free 
fubjeft of the empire ; fo tar did the Roman 
fentiments prevail in regard to this mode of 
punifhing, that it was held univerfally as in 
the laft degree opprobrious. Conceive then 
the emotions which would naturally arife in 
the minds of fuch people, when a man (a 
miferable culprit in their acaount) who had 
been compelled publicly to fubmit to fo vile 
an execution, fo degrading, fo (hocking to 

humauity. 
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humaDity^ was rcprefentcd to them as the Son 
of the Moft High God, and the Redeemer of 
the world. If to men fo prepoflefied as were 
the Jews^ this ddfbrine could not fail to ap- 
pear impious and execrable, (and for a time 
it did fo even to the apoftles) ; to men fo pre- 
pofieiled as were the Gentiles it could not fail 
to appear nonfenfical and abfurd. 

Nay, it is manifeft frotn the writings of the 
early apologifts for Chriftianity, in the (econd 
and third centuries, that this do£trine conti- 
aued long to be a principal matter of offence 
to the enemies of our religion, and was re- 
garded by fuch as an infurmountable objec- 
tion. They treated it as no better than mad- 
nefs» to place con6dence in a man whom God 
had abandoned to the fcourge of the execu- 
tioner, and- the indelible reproach of the 
crofs. Tet this doctrine was, from the be- 
ginning, fo far from being taught covertly by 
the apoftles, as one would have thought that 
a fmall fhare of political wifdom would have 
fuggefted i it was fo far from being diffcm- 
bled, and palliated, that it appeared to be that 
particular of their religion, of which, in fpite 
of the utter abomination it raifed in others, 
in fpite of all the obloquy it brought upon 
themfelves, they were chiefly ofteritatious. 
With our apoftle the crofs of Chrift is a phrafe 
in familiar ufe for denoting the whole of this 
new economy. The foes of the gofpel he 
calls enemies of the crofs of Chriji *. To, the 
• Philip, ill. x8. 

Vol-. III. P Corinthians, 
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Corinthians, he fays, he determined to know 
nothing timong them, fave J^/us Chrift^ and 
him crucified •. The offence taken againft 
Chriftianity he ftyles, the offence of the crofs \* 
And the grand objeft of his glorying was 
what to others appeared the greateft fcan* 
dal, the crofs of Chrift J. So much in general 
{for your time does not admit my entering 
into particulars) of the ^ooliflinefs of the doc* 
irinc. 

Let us next confiderthe weakncfe -of the 
inftruments, the firft miffionaries of this new 
religion. What were. they > Wc fhould cer- 
tainly think, that a truft of this ^ind, requi* 
ring the moft confummate (kill and addrefs to 
manage properly, could not, with the fmalU 
eft hope of fuccefs, be committed to any, but 
men, who to great natural (hrewdnefs, and 
acquired knowledge, had all the advantages 
that refult from being acquainted with the 
MTOrld, and converfant in public life>. If to 
thefe, wealth, nobility, jand authority, werfi 
added, fo much thebeuer. But were the firft 
publifhers of the gofpel men of this fort ? No- 
|:hing can be conceived more oppofite. A few 
/ifbermen of Galilee, and fomc others of the 
loweft clafs of the people, poor, ignorant, 
^totally unacquainted with the world ; without 
^ny vifible advantages natural or acquired j 
^en who, before they received this extraor* 

9 } Cpr, ii. 2. t G*^' T» }l* t ▼!. X4. 

dinary 
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dinary miffion, had been obliged to drudge 
for bread withia the narrow limits of a toil- 
fome occupation, and • had probably neveF 
dared to o'peti their mouth in places where 
men of condition (their betters, as we fami- 
liarly exprefs it) were prefent. Such were 
the agents employed in e£fe£ting the greated 
revolution ever produced upon the earth-^ 
Was it in a rude and unlettered age that this> 
religion was firft broached ? or was it only to 
the illiterate that its promulgators were char- 
ged to communicate it ? It was at the time^ 
when Rome was in the zenith of her power > 
it was at the time when all the Grecian art» 
and fciences (hone forth in their meridian glo- 
ry. It was then that thefe plain, unexperien- 
ced men, were commiflioned, not cautioufly 
to impart this doctrine in a whifper, to per^ 
fons of a particular ftamp, but to proclaim it 
to all indifcriminately, as from the houfe- 
tops, to preach the go/pel to every creature *. 
Thefe lowly .minifters of Jefus did according- 
ly publifh it to the Jews in the temple and irv 
the fynagogues, and to the Gentiles in the fo- 
rums of tlieir cities, and in other places of 
public refort. Their jun daunted fpirit and 
freedom, confidering what they were, did in. 
deed amaze their fuperlors, and all who heaid 
them. When the High Prieft, and other 
members of the Sanhedrim, faiv the hldnefr 
gf Peter and Johriy in. the fpiritcd and pcrtU 

* Markxvi. zj. 
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nent reply they made, and perceived that they 
luere unlearned and ignorant men^ they marvel'^ 
led*. 

How different is the policy of Heaven, par- 
don the exprefHon, from that of earth ! How 
truly is the matter rcprefented in my context : 
^' God hath chofen the foolifli things of the 
** world, to confound the \f ife j and God hath 
** chofen the weak things of the world, to 
** confound^ the things which are mighty \, 
" and bafe things of the world, and things I 

" which are defpifed, hath God chofen, yca> . 

*' and things which are not, to bring to 
** nought things that are ; that no flefh ihould 
** glory in his prefence f .** The apoftles were 
very fenfible of their defefts, in relpeft of 
natural talents, rank, and education ; they 
knew well, that by men of falhion, men of 
the world, they were tounted ** as the filth 
'* of the world, and the off-fcouring of all 
** things J." But as their zeal was kindled 
folely in behalf of the caufe of their mafter, 
they never affl^dled to conceal or extenuate 
thcfe defefts. They neither difdainfuUy un- 
dervalued thofe acquired advantages which 
they had not, but which were poilefled by 
many of their antagonifls, nor vainly arroga* 
ted to themfelves any merit from the fuccefs 
that attended their preaching. Their humble 
language was. We have this treafure^. the doc- 
trine of the gofpelj the ineftimabie riches of 

* Adts iv. 13. f X Cor. i. a;. %%. 19. 

% I Cor. iv. 13, 

Chpft;^ 
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Ctrift, in earthen vejfels ; not vcflek of gold 
or filver. as men of eminence among the 
great and learned might be called, but veflels of 
the very coarfeft materials,: thofe denomina* 
ted the dregs of the people, " that the excel- 
** lency of the power may be of God, and 
** not of us *." 

We are apt ta attend but carelefsly to the* 
report of fafts to which our ears have beetij 
long familiarized. Such is that of the low 
condition of thofe who were the firft heralds* 
pf the gofpel of peace. Befides, to us the 
¥€ry title apostle s- conveys certain- ideas of 
refpeA and dignity^ which, aa it were, hide 
£rom us the meannefs and obfcurity of their 
outward ftate. In order, therefore, to roufc 
our attention, to this circumftance, of the 
utmofi importance to the right underiland- 
ing of. my argument, let us confider what 
would be, I fay not probably, but certainly^ 
the ^c&, of fuch an attempt in our own age- 
and nation, made by fuch ill-provided, and^ 
as we fhould fay, delpicablc inftruments, un* 
aided from above, in oppofition. to all tfie e- 
ftablifhed powers, religion, laws, and learn- 
ing of the country. Yet we have no reafoi* 
to believe,, that our fifherinen are, in any re- 
fpeft, inferior to the fifhers of thofe days ons 
the l^e of Gennefaret. It would not per- 
haps be difficult to prove, that, in point of 
education, in this part of the ifknd at leaft^ 

* % Cor. iv. 7. 

E 5 tiicy 
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they arc even fupcrior. But to render the pa- 
rallel complete, and to markc h tally perfeftly 
with the infidel bypothefis about the promul* 
gation of the gofpel, we muft conceive fomC'- 
thing ftiU more marvellous ; x^mely, that a 
few fuch men in this country, fo wretchedly 
accoutred, fo unfurniihed with human means,, 
friendlefs and pennylefs, unacquainted witlk 
every language but their mother- tongue, oF 
which they can fpeak only a provincial anti 
. barbarous dialeft, form the vaft projeft of tra- 
verfing Holland* France, Germany, and the 
other countries on the continent, in order to 
mak6 converts abroad, to impofe on all man- 
kind, and to publifh throughout the worlds 
a fcheme of dd£trine they had previoufly con* 
certed among themfelves. "With the leaft re- 
fleftion we fee the abfolute imprafticability of 
fuch a plan, when brought home to onrfelves* 
Indeed it is fo glaringly impradlicable, that it 
is not eafy for us to conceive that fuch aaex* 
travagance could ever enter into the heads of 
men in their • fenfes. Yet not one jot better 
equipped were the apoftles, if we abftraft from 
fupernatural aid, than fuch projcftors as t 
jbave now fuppofed. In point of language, a 
moft effential circumftance, they could be no 
way fuperior ♦. . 

Now 

* The rpeech of the comrood pco^xle has always mod 
•f th« peculiaiitics of the provioce. We have no rcaibn 
to think that the dialed of any of the twelve .was prefcc- 
able 10 that of Peter. Yet' he was dcte^ed at Jcrufalem 
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Now the nature of things, mj brethren, 
was the fame then that it is at prefent^ and 
means which we perceive now to beperfe^Uy 
inadequate, muft have been always fo. I do 
not talk of the improbability that fuch fort of 
men fhould, at the riik of peace^ liberty^ lijpe^ 
and every thing valuable, and without any 
imaginable motive, have conceived a proje^ 
fo fantaftic, becaufc fo totally beyond their 
fphere, as that of fubverting all the religious 
eftablifliments on the face of the earth, of ex- 
tirpating at once opinions, ceremonies, laws 
which had fubiifted for many centuries, and 
even whole orders in fociety, by fubftituting, 
in lieu of all thefe» a new theory of theirs, 
founded in a falfc ftory of their own devifing. 
Nor do I talk of the abfurdity of imagining, 
as fome have done, that men who were nei- 
ther fools nor mad (and if they had been ei- 
ther, their fuccefs would not have been lefs 
unaccountable) fhould, in a matter entirely 
fubjefted to the tcftimony of their fenfes, 
have impofed upon themfelves, and thought 
they were promoting truth, if it wa^ not fo* 
But I talk at prefent of the impoiQbility of 
fuch agents fucceeding by natural means, in 
fuch a defign, however formed. To account 
for the fuccefs therefore, we muft necefiari- 
ly admit the divine origmal of the whole^ and 

by » fcrvant-maid, from his uncouth idiom and accent, 
to be a Galilean ; at a time when, we may believe, he 
would gUdly have concealed his country, by difguifing his 
tongue, if ii had been in hit power. Mac. xxvi. 73* 

have 
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have rccourfe to the concurrence of him wha 
*< calleth the things that are not» as though 
*' they were ♦/* and who alone can ** deftroy 
** the wifdom of the wife, and bring to no> 
•' thing the underftanding of the prudent/* 
With fuch an almighty alliftant> and na-^ 
thing lefs \till account for it, they might well 
be fuperior to fear and apprehenfion, and 
might boldly challenge all human oppofition^ 
and fay, " Where is the wife ? where is the 
•* fcribe ? where is the difputer of this world ? 
<^ Hath not God made foolilh the wifdom o£ 
«< this world f ^- " 

But it will perhaps be urged, that the As^- 
poftle Paul ought to be coniidered as an ex* 
ccption from the general remark I have been, 
explaining. Was^ not he a man. of letters^ 
bred up at the feet of Gamaliel, a famous 
Jewifh do£tor, and inftrudled in all the fcrip«> 
tural and traditional learning of the Jews i 
Nay, does it not appear, that he was not 
altogether unacquainted with the writings o£ 
the Grecian, poets ? It is indeed true 5 and 
as we judge of every thing by comparifon, fa 
when he is compared with his brethren in 
the apoftolate, he may be denominated, learn* 
ed^ But it ought to be obferved, that as his 
learning confifted. chiefly, I might almoft fay 
folely, in the fcriptures, and the rabbinical 
doftrine of the Pharifees, it is notorious iii 
how little efteem that kind of erudition waa. 

5 Roxn. iv. x;. f i Cor. i. 19. %o. 

among 
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among the Gentiles, of whom he was emi- 
nently the apoftle. Of whatever account, 
therefore, this knowledge might have been, 
had his miffion been only or chiefly to the 
Jews } I muft think, it was of very little, if 
any at all, to the Greeks and Romans. To 
them all Jewifh literature appeared no better 
than unintelligible, and therefore infignifi- 
cant, jargon ; or, as Gallio, the proconful 
of Achaia, contemptuoufly ftyled it, ** que- 
^' ftious of words and names, and of their 
" law *.** Whatever ufe Paul might have 
made of his learning, in difputing with the 
Jewifh doAors» it could be of no fervice ia 
his difputes with the philofophers of Greece, 
fad the literati of Rome. It is remarkable^ 
therefore, that the only man among the firft 
preachers of the gofpcl, who was in any de- 
gree qualified to cope with the learned mea 
of Judea, was not fent to them, but to na* 
tlons amongft whom his Hebraiftic knowledge 
could give him no advantage. Whereas Pe- 
ter, who is by way of eminence ftyled the A- 
poftle of the Circumcifion, as the other is of 
the Gentiles f 5 (Peter, I fay), though of 
their own country, was but one of the un- 
taught rabble, who, on account of the mean- 
nefs of their birth and ftation, as well as their 
ignorance, were by the haughty fcribes and 
rulers accounted the refufe c^ the earth. 
•• This people,** fay they, " who know not 

• Afls, xviii, 15, f Gal. ii, 7. 8. 

«« tho 
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•* the law, are curfed ♦." Nor coiild Paul> 
in refpcft of rank, claim great fuperiority o*» 
vcr the reft. He was only a handicraftfinan> 
having been bred a tent-maker j a bufineft 
which he occafionally exercifed, for the fup- 
port of himfelf and his attendants, during his^ 
apoftleihip. 

Ay but had not this man all ,the advantage 
refulting from the Grecian arts of logic and 
rhetoric ? Did he not fpeak their language 
with elegance and purify ? I know the a- 
poftle has had fome ftrenuous and well-mean> 
ing advocates, efpecially among the moderns^ 
not infidels, but Chriftians» who, with more 
zeal than judgement, have maintained the af- 
firmative. I am far from denying, that thS 
eminent fervant of our Lord pofleffed coii'^ 
fiderable talents, in refpeft of natural elo- 
quence, depth of thought, ftrength of rea- 
foning, and nervoufnefs of expreffion. But 
that his Greek diAlon was pure and clafHcal, 
or that in compofing he followed the rules 
laid down by rhetoricians, we have the great- 
eft reafon to deny. His works that are exs- 
tant, do, to every able and candid judge of 
thefe matters, fliow the contrary* The con* 
trary was admitted by the beft critics and 0^ 
rator9 among the Greek fathers^ who muft 
be allowed more capable of judging' of pro* 
priety, fluency, and harmony, in their native 
longue,^ than any modern can be in a dead 

» John,, vii, 49. 
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and foreign language *. • Further, the con- 
trary is frankly owned by the apoftle himfelf. 
Nay, he infifts, that according to the divine 
counfei it muA: be fo, this being of a piece 
v/hh all the other natural means God had 
employed in the work. Thus he was *' fent 
^ to preach the gofpel,** as he tells us in the 
eontext, ** not with wifdom of words.** Why f • 
'^ Left the crofs of Chrift ihould be made of 
^ none effe£t f.** ShaH we then maintain 
his oratorical Jtalents in fpite of himfeif, and 
in fpite of the irrefragable reafon he adduces 
from the analogy of the divine procedure, in 
diis whole difpenfation ? It would be paying 
him but a bad compliment, to extol his elocu- 
tion at the expence of his veracity ; for we 
are under a necdffity of denying one or other. 
It appears, that his enemies made a handle of 
the rudenefs and inelegance of his ftyle, to 
injui*e his reputation, efpecially at Corinth, 
where oratory was much in vogue. But 
though he vindicates himfelf from their other 
cenfures, he invariably admits the truth of 
this. ** Though rude in fpecch,** fays he, 
«* yet not in knowledge :|:.** And, " I came 
*• not with cxcfellency of fpeech, or of wif- 
^ dom ||/* And, " the things of God w^ 
^ fpeak, not in the words which man's wif- 
•< dom teacheth **.'* Again, ** My fpeech,: 
'^ and my preaching was not with enticing- 

• Such were Origen and Chryfoftom. 
f X Cor. i. x;. | % Cor. zi. 6. tl ' Cor. n. x. 

»» . ly ^ 
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l8o The fuccefs of the gofpel Ser. lo. 

^* words of man's wifdom." He afligns the 
reafooi the ''fame in import with that given 
fbrmerl]^» ^' that your faith fhould not ftand 
*« in the wifdom of men, but in the power of 
<« <Sod *y Speaking of their fentiments con- 
cerning him, ^* His letters, fay they, are 
^' weighty and powerful, but his bodily pre* 
'* fence is weak, and his fpeech contempt- 
** ible t*** The power afcribed to his letters 
undoubtedly refers to the fenfe conveyed in 
them, and the ardour of fpirit by which they 
are animated. That they did not conceive a* 
ny part of their merit to be the purity or har- 
mony of the ftyle» is manifeft from the lat;ter 
part of the charaAer, efpecially when compa- 
red with what is repeatedly acknowledged in 
other places. Paul therefore had neither the 
graces of peribn, nor the ornaments of elo- 
cution, to recommend or enforce his do£hine» 
His language to Greek ears muft have appear- 
ed idiomatical, not to fay barbarous. And as 
his fort of learning was but ill adapted to the 
people of Greece, Italy, or Ada Minor, a- 
mongft whom his miffion chiefly lay, he did 
not poflefs that fiipcriority over the other a- 
poftles which is commonly imagined. Juftly 
therefore might we apply to a Chriftian who 
fhould zealoufly affcrt the clafllc purity of our 
apoftle's ftyle, the rebuke which our Lord 
once gave to Peter, on ai^^ccafion not unfi- 
milar : " Thou favoured not the things that 

f X Cor. ii. 4i jr. t * Cor. x. lo. 
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<' be t>f God, but the things that be of men *.'* 
The wcaknefs, the infirmity, or, if you will, 
the infufiiciency of thefe meffengers of the 
new covenant, was their glory, and their boaft. 
Their motive was, ** that the power of Chrift 
** might reft upon** them f, and be manifeft- 
cd by them. To men of the world, indeed, 
the dodlrine appeared not more foolifh, than 
the miniftry was weak. 

* Mat. xvi. a^ t * Cor, xii. f. 
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•SERMON XI. 
The Subjed continued. 

X Cor. L 25. 

■ ■ The fooYiJbnefs of God is wifer than men^ 
andthf vicaknefs tfCodisJlronger than men. 

Part II. 

I Have nowj as I purpofed in the firft place, 
(hown the inability of the natural means 
employed in promulgating the gofpel, to tScfk 
the end. 

JpROCEEDto coniideri fecondlj, the rapid 
and unexampled fuccefs of the means that were 
emplpyed. As to the rapidity of the fuceefs^ 
need I ufc many words to evince a point fo 
evident, and fo univerfally acknowledged i 
The canon of fcripture was not finifhed, that 
generation had not pafled, when Jefus Chrift 
had difciples and churches in Judea, Samaria/ 
Syria, Phenicia* Mefopotamia, Arabia, the 
countries of Aiia Minor^ Greece, Macedonia, 
Italy, Egypt, and as far as Ethiopia. This 
we learn, partly from the books of the New 
Teftament, partly from the authentic remains 
pf the apoftolic f^jthers. Whilft the faith of 

the 
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the gofpel was deeply rooted in all thofe v/ho 
profefRd it 5 whilft nothing but faith could 
induce any one to make the profeiiion ; whilft 
the profeffbrs themfelves were harafled ori 
every fide with the moft violent perfecutionsj 
— the church of Chrift, in fpite of all op* 
pofition, and every fpecies of difcoufagement, 
increafed daily. In lefs than three centuries^ 
for I reckon not from the birth of Chrift, but 
as in a computation of this kind we ought to 
reckon from the firft publication of the go-* 
fpel at Jerufalcm on the day of Pcntecoft^ 
(in lefs than three centuries), Chriftianity ha* 
ving pierced into Gaul, Spam, Britainf, and 
the African countries lying on the Mediterra- 
nean, becaime the predominant religion of the 
Roman empire, which comprehe^nded the great- 
er and better part of the then known world. 
Nor was its extent limited by the empire. It 
did indeed, with wonderful celerity, over- 
fpread the moft populous countries in Eu-' 
rope, Afia, and Africa. Since its eftablifh- 
itient by human laws, it hath been put on Co 
different a footing, and the methods taken fof 
propagating it, have been, on fome occafion^ 
at leaft, (6 completely altered, and fo little 
warranted by the fpirit and precepts of thac 
religion, that the fuccefs or want of fuccefs 
of theie methods can hardly affedt our prelene 
argument. 

Now, as it is admitted on all hands, that 

the fuccefs of the firft preachers of the gofpei 

was great and rapid, I maintaia that it ftill 

Qjz rcmaio» 
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remains unexampled. I do not mean to ftate 
a comparifon between converfion and con- 
queft ; between fubduing the mind by perfua- 
fion, by what our apoflle emphatically calls 
the foolijbnefs of preaching *, and conquering 
the body by the fword. In the one, both the 
reafon and the will are gained by teaching \, 
in the other, a feigned aflent is fometimes ex- 
torted by violence, and maintained by terror. 
It docs not therefore in the leaft concern my 
argument, what the fuccefs was of the Maho*- 
metan, I fay not doftrinc, but arms. Their 
engine was war, not preaching. The wea- 
pons of their warfare were carnal^ thofe of 
the gofpel fpiritual. Their aim was fubjnif^ 
fion, not belief; the external profeffion of 
the mouthy not the internal conviAion of the 
underftanding. When the like methods came 
to be adopted by Chriftians, (for too foon^ 
alas ! they were adopted, a fure fign that the 
religioa of Jefus was then grofsly corrupted' 
and debafed), the fuccefs is doubtlefs to be ac» 
counted for in the fame manner. Every can- 
did perfon will admit, that the fuccefs of Char- 
lemaign over the Saxons» is no more an evi* 
dence of divine favour, than that of Mahomet 
over the Arabs. 

But when all attempts of this kind are fet 
afide, one will perhaps be at a lofs what to 
bring into comparifon with the firft promul- 
gation of the gofpel. It is not, however, for 
want of numerous and repeated trials/ cvca 
* z Cor. i. »i. 

in 
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In the way of preaching ; but when (he ef<A 
fe& is inconfiderable, or not correfpondenf 
to the expeAation raifed, the attempt itfel/ 
comes gradually to be either quite forgotten/ 
or little minded. Crufaded, wars^ and maf<« 
facres, have not been the only methods em** 
ployed by Rome, not over-fcrupulons about 
the means^ when the advancement of the hie- 
rarchy! that isr, the extenfion of her empire^ 
is the end. She knows how taempley preach- 
ers, as well as inqui^tors, exectirioncrs, and 
foldiers. Nay, it is no more than doing her 
juftice to acknowledge, that no church what'^ 
ever, no ftate, no fociety, hath done half f& 
Biuch in this way as {he hath done. But witte 
what effe^ ? Has there appeared, in any 
fSLVt of the world,- even where her miffiona*^ 
ries have been moft numerous, any fruits of 
their miffions which bear a rcfemWance ta 
the fruits fo quickly produced every where 
by the apoftlcs of our Lord ? Let the moft 
&nguine votaries of that church,: whoknoW 
toy thing of the matter, fay fo, if they dare- 
What then is the rcafon of the difference ? 
Had the latter, the apoftles of our Lord, a- 
»y advantages (obferve I fpeak of human an(fi 
natural advantages) which the former, tlae 
Popifli miffionariesj had not ? Quite the re- 
vcrfe. Every fuch advantage has been on the 
fide of the n»iffionary, not one on th-e fide of^ 
%he apoftle. They are not ignorant artificers* 
©f the loweft ciafs whom Ptome engages i» 
foch. a bufinefs. She hath too much worldly 
Q^j, wifilo*» 
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wifdom (nptwithftanding her arrogant and 
not very confiftent pretence to miracles) ever 
to employ fuch meffengers. Neither do her 
apoftles go without the utmoft prtparation^ 
that not only a learned education, according^ 
to the times, can give them, but fuch. parti- 
cular inftruflions, fludy, and difcipline, as 
will ferve beft to qualify them to accommo* 
date themfclves to thofe to whom tliey are 
fents to gain upon the people, and to be^r 
with fortitude the difficulties and hardfhips 
they may be obliged to encounter. It is plain, 
therefore, that fhc puts no confidence in her 
fupernatural powers, and afts precifely as 
though {he were confcious Ihc had none. Irir 
deed, fince the eftablifhment at Rome of the 
congregation de propaganda fide^ no attention, 
no pains^ no expence, have been fpared,^ that 
could ferve for procuring all neceffary infor- 
mation, in regard to the languages, arts,. 
manners, and cuftoms* of the diflFel-ent na- 
tions and tribes to whom it is judged proper 
to fend preachers ; that they may be furnilh.- 
cd, as much as poffible, with every human 
and natural affiftance for the work in which 
they are engaged. Yet what has been the 
fuccefs hitherto ? If one were to judge by 
the exaggerated accounts that have fome- 
times been given by the miffionaries them- 
fclves, we fhould think them wonderful in^- 
deed. But if we judge by the more impartial 
reprefcntations given by others, or by, what 
is ftiil a better criterion, the remaining effcdts 

of 
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of their zniffions, we muft pronounce them 
inconiiderable. In many places there is not 
now a veftige of their labours. In other pla» 
ces^ the traces that have been left are, I may ' 
fty, equiyocal, as well as few. Father Charle- 
ToiXy one af their own people^ in his ac» 
count of the North-American favages, ob« 
ferves, that the miffions had been very unfuc- 
cefiful among them ; and, what is more fur* 
prifing, mentions one miifionary, who had 
ingratiated himfelf fo far with one of their 
tribes, that they would even have chofen hin> 
for their chief, who neverthelefs Had not beea 
able to perfuade one fingle perfon among them. 
to embrace Chriftianity *. 

Well, but if the attempts have not proved 
fo fuccefsful in the Weft, what wonders in 
the way of converfion have not been perform* 
ed by a Saint Francis Xavier and his aflbciates 
in the Eaft ? Indeed there is no man in thefe- 
latter ages who has been fo much^ and I be«^ 
lieve fo defervedly> celebrated for his labours^ 
in this way, as this friar, whom Rome hatb 
dignified with the title of the Jpqftte of the 
Indies. He was certainly a moft zealous pro- 
moter of a caufe which he doubtleft believed 
to be the caufe of God. His pious intentions 
defcrve the commendation of thofe who can 
ptty his errors and abfurdities. 'Regard to 
ihe voice of confcience, even though a mifin^ 
formed confcience, is ftill refpeAable. But is 
k not well known, that this famous miffiona- 
• Letter xxxi,. 
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ry was not only a man of learning, the beft 
that was then to be had, bat, along with hi» 
companions, adted under the \ufpices of the 
▼iceroy of Goa, the metropolis of the Porui-i 
guefe fentlements in India? and where, for 
the greater fccurity of the faith, they foon 
thought proper to eftablifh the inquifition. 
Is it not evident, that in moft places where 
the miilionaries exercifed their funAion, they 
were under the protection of the vifiorioua 
fleets and armies of the King of Portugal ? 
And even where thefe had not reached, the 
terror of their name had reached, andr was of 
no little fervice to thefe itinerant teachers^ 
How unlike the cafe of the poor fifhermen of 
Galilee ! Miracles indeed, ftupendous mira- 
cles, were pretended to by them, and thoie 
of their party. For we have only the reprc- 
prefentations of one fide. It is furprifing they 
were fo often at a lofs for one miraculous 
power, the gift of tongues, fo common in 
the primitive church, which would have been 
of greater fervice to them than all the reft 
together. This however they laudably fup- 
plied the beft way they could, by the ufe of 
interpreters, as well as by ftudy and applica^ 
don. 

An eminent French preacher of the laft 
century has affirmed, in a panegyrical £ermoni 
on this apoftle of the Pope, that he fpread the 
Kght of the gofpel through more than three 
thoufand leagues of country, and fubjedted 
&o Wt& than fifty-two kingdoms to Jefus 

Chrift. 
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Chrift. Thcfc are big words : but where, I 
pray, is that country ? and where are thofe 
kingdoms ? This is rather too violent an hy- 
perbole, even for an orator. The conquefts 
made by the Fortuguefe arms, in like manner 
as thofe made fince by other European powers>. 
Proteftant as well as Popilh, are not furely 
to be called kingdom^ converted by preaching 
the gofpel. Yet, abftraftlng from thefe fettle- 
ments, or, if ye will, ufurpations, it would 
be dilEcult to point out fo much as one of 
thofe fifty-twa kingdoms fubdued to Chrift. 
Of the fame kind is that other a0ertion in the 
fame difcourfe, that Xavier has more thaa 
repaired in the Eaft all the hurt done to Rome 
by Luther, and Calvin, and the other re* 
formers (herefiarchs, as he terms them) in 
the Weft. Can there be a clearer demonftra- 
tion of the little regard that is due to the 
word of a panegyrift and partyman ? At this 
day, even in the Eaft, thofe reformers have 
more dilciples than Rome has. But, alas f it 
is not by what the apoftle calls the fooltjbneft 
^f preaching that difciples have been gained 
. there to either fide. The greater part have 
been tranfplanted from Europe, or are the "de- 
fcendents of thofe who were firft tranfplanted 
thither. The reft are the cflfefts more of con- 
queft than of converfion. 

But what fliall be faid of the wonderful fuc- 
cefs of Xavier in the iflands of Japan ? It 
was indeed as fignal as it has proved tranfito- 
ry. Nothing could be more promifing-than 

the 
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the appearances were for fome time. But 
there was a latent feed of corruption in the 
dodlrine which thofe mLQlonaries unknowing* 
ly mifnamed the gofpel, that, fpringing up, 
produced a plentiful crop of its ordinary 
fruits, pride, ambition, violence, and faction. 
Thefc provoked a perfecution, which quickly 
terminated in the total extinAion of that in- 
fant church. Francis Solier, a Jefuit, who 
writes the. ecclcfiaftic hiftory of Japan, ex- 
preiTes his aftonifhment, ^hat God ihauld 
)iave permitted the blood of fo many martyrs 
to be fhed, without ferving (as in the firft a- 
ges of Chriftianity) as a fruitful feed for pro* 
ducing new Chriftians. But this can be no ^ 
matter of wonder to the intelligent believer. 
The truth is, the caufc was not more differ- 
ent at that time» (though under the fame 
name), from what it had been, than were the 
ufual methods by which it was propagated. 
*« The Chriftianity of the fixtcenth century,** 
fays a late writer, " had no right to hope fot 
«* the fame favour and protection from God, 
** as the Chriftianity of the three firft centu- 
** ries. The latter was a benign, gentk, and 
** patient religion, which recommended to 
** fubjefts fubmifiion to their fovereign, and 
^* did not endeavour to raifc ,itfclf to the 
** throne by rebellion. But the Chriftianity 
^< preached to the infidels of the fixteenth 
•* century was far different. It was a bloody, 
«' murtherous religion, that had been inured 
*< to flaughter for five or fix hundred years» 

« It 
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gofpel of the Son of God, wc have here fome 
feleA members of an opulent, learned, and 
po'htical fociety, who were careful to be pre- 
vioufly inftrufted in the language, manners, 
and religious obfervances of the people whom 
they were to teach ; men who had mod at* 
tentively (ludied the policy of the ancient 
South- American dates, particularly of the 
Incas of Peru, and the arts they had fuccefs- 
fuUy employed in (ubduing the ferocity of 
their neighbours^ I obferve, thirdly, that ic 
was more by infinuation, and indireAly, than 
by open and profeiTed teaching, that the 
knowledge of Chriftianity was introduced by 
them. Their direA and .only objeA long ap- 
peared to be to teach thofe favages agricuU 
ture, the mod neceffary manufa6tureS| the 
art of building, and the other arts mod con- 
ducive to civilization ; and when in this way 
they had fufficiently recommended themfelvcs 
to their confidence, to take occafion of incuU 
eating, efpecially on the children intruded to 
their care, their religious principles. The me- 
thod of the apodles was much fliorter j they 
did not find the lead necefljty for fuch artifi- 
cial management. 

Kor was it only in South America that the 
Popifh miiSonaries found it convenient to re-* 
cur to thefe arts. Of how much confequencc 
k has l^een for promoting the fuccefs of the 
Chinefe miflloni that thofe charged with it 
were able mathematicians, adronomers, geo- 
graphers, phyficians, and natural philofo» 
. Voi. III. R phers } 
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phers ; and how much then: Icnowledge in the 
fciences conduced to procure them the atten- 
tion and refpeA of the natives, all the world 
knows. Where was the man of thefe modern 
apoftlesj who could fayi as the Apoftle Faul^ 
the poor Hebrew artifan, did to the Corin- 
thians, *' I determined not to know any thing 
^^ among you, fave Jefus Chrift, and him 
** crucified ? ^ Short, we may believe, would 
have been their abode in China, and in other 
places too» had they proceeded on this plan. 
But Paul needed not to depend on any hu- 
man fupplements or affiftances whatever. No 
two things indeed could be more unlike, or 
rather greater contrail^, in all refpedls, than 
the firft ambafladors and the laft, tho£e of Je- 
fus Chrift and thofe of the Roman PontiC 
The laft were poffcfled of thofe accomplifli- 
ments which preferved them from appearing 
defpicable to any ; the manifeft fupcrioriiy of 
their knowledge in the elegant, as well as in 
many of the ufeful arts, made them be re- 
fpedled as almoft' a fuperior order of beings, 
even by thofe whom they could not perfuade f 
to turn Chriftian. The firft, on the contra? 
ry, on account of their low rank, and igno** i 
ranee of the arts of civilised life,^ were ac- 
knowledged to be,jn many refpedls, but weak 
and contemptible inftruments, even by thofe 
who were converted by their miniftry. This 
yfas evidently the cafe of him who of them all 
had the beft pretenfions to knowledge and e- 
^y^f^Uo^. Hot to m^ntioa the pageantry, e* 

vcfi 
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▼en the rich facerdotal vcfttnents ufed by the 

Romifh clergy m their worlhip are naturally 

fitted to make an impreffion on the fenfes^ 

Hot only of barbarians, but of the weak and 

fuperftkious even of poliihed nations. How 

different muft the* ordinary and homely gar" 

ments of the primitive preaehti^s have appear-' 

cd, worn conftantly in their peregrinations ! 

for they were not permitted to cM*ry with 

them fo much as a change of raiment *• Nor 

is this fo trivial a circumftance as to fome per^ 

haps, on a fuperficial view, it will appear. 

Yet after all, with every human and natural 

advantage, what have been the fruits of the 

laft labourers compared with thofe o-f the 

firft ? Have we not gotten ample reafon, in 

this view ^Ifo, to adopt the apoftle's words, 

and, on contrafting Chrift*s humble delegates 

to the accompliflied ambafladors of Rome, to 

fay, *• Where, now, is the wife ? where is 

*• tht fcribe ? where is the difputer of . this 

<< world ? Hath not God made fooli£b the 

^* wifdom of this world ? For God hadi cho- 

•* fen the foolifh things of this world to con- 

** found the wife, ' the weak to confound the 

<^ mighty, the bafe and the deTpifed> yea and 

<< thingathat are not to bring to nought things 

<< that are, that no fleih ihould glory in his 

" prefence. For the fooliQinefs of God is 

<< wifer than men, and the weaknefs of God 

« is fti'onger than men.'* If riches and Icarn- 

* Mattb. z. zo. Luke, iz. j. 

R Z ing> 
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Ing, and the moft refined policy, with, the 
'countenance and fupport of the fecular 
powers^ cannot, though combined, accomplifh 
what, in oppoiition to all thefe', is effedled 
with cafe by poverty and illiterate fimplicity^ 
can we heiitate a moment in pronouncing^^ 
This is the finger of Cod» 

I PROCEED, in the loft place, to the im- 
provement we ought to make of the doftrine^ j 
now explained. ' / 

The firft ufe it points to, Is to ftrengtheii 
our faith in the divine original of the holy ! 
religion we profefs. This is the immediate \ 
conclufion of the premiflcs I have been illu- ' 
ftrating and fupporting. For if there was an ! 

litter inability in the natural means employed '^ 
in propagating the gofpel, without divine ia- 
terpofition, to effediuate the end ; if the end 
neverthelefs has by thefe means ^been effeftua- 
ted in a way which no human and natural ad- 
vantages whatever could emulate, it muft have 
been accompanied by divine interpofition« 
Our religion is therefore of God, and not of 
njan. 

If we, do not ^njoy the advantage of being 
cye-'witneflcs of prefent miracles, we have 
fufficient evidence of thofe performed in an* 
cient times. We have not only the ampleft 
and moft unexceptionable teftimony that they 
were performed, but we have fo many and 
fo remarkable confequences of the perform* 
ance, as it is utterly impoffible for us other-* 

wife * 
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wife to account for. Nor is this a modern 
view of the matter, arifiag, aa might be fup* 
pofed^ from our ignorance, and the diftance 
of tl^at period. It is^ on the contrary^ a very 
ancient and ftriking argument^ and feems from 
the firft ceaiing of miraculous powers^ to 
have affedled every judicious and reflecting 
Chriilian. Obferve how Auguftine^ who 11* 
ved about fourteen hundred years earlier thaa 
wej and who had good occafion to know 
what the efle£ls of the apoftolic labours had 
been, argues with the infidels of his day from, 
the fame topic.^ ^ If," fays he, " ye will 
** not believe the miracles of the apofiles, ye 
** muft at leaft believe this miracle, that the 
•* world was, by fuch inftruments, without 
** miracles, converted.'* This was, in his 
j^udgement, as it is, for the reafons I have af- 
figned> alfo in mine, more incredible, or, if 
ye will, more miraculous, than all the mi- 
racles which the golpel requires us to believe^ 
I 'repeat it, the reality of the fupernatural 
fafts recorded in holy writ, is the only plau- 
fible^ the only rational account that can be 
given of the effcfts produced, both on the 
firft propagators of the faith themfclves, and 
on their hearers, Jews and Gentiles of all de- 
nominations. On every other hypoihefis, at 
every ftep I advance, I meet with difficulties 
infurnumntable. To fay» that thofe poor,, 
iimple, unbred, ignorant, timid men, pur- 
pofely devifed fo unfeailble an impofture, and, 
wretchedly ill-provided as they were for fo 
Px 3 defp^^ratc: 
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defperate an interprife, attempted at all rilks: 
to perfuadc the world, on jLheir word,- to re*- ' 
ceive it, is to me an abfurdity equal to anyc 
that Can be found in the moft legendary per- 
form ance« I do not find it one jot more ad-^ 
iiiifliblc^ to affirm, that they had previoufly 
impofed upon themfelves, and believed the- 
falfehoods they advanced. No enthufiafm^ 
no fanaticifm, nothing lefs than infanity, will 
account for fuch delufion, in a matter, not 
of opinion or fpeculation, but (as it was to. 
them) of fenfe, of fight and feeling. And i£ 
to all their other difadvantages, they were 
really infane or frantic, their fuccefs will, if 
poflible, be ftill more wonderful. Such is. 
the misfortune of the infidel folutions of this, 
matter, that if you attempt to lighten any 
part of their fcheme of thofe weights that bp- 
prefs it, you are fure to lay a heavier load 
on feme other part. And indeed, without: 
the addition of madnefs or idiocy, the fuc- 
cefs of fuch men in fuch an undertaking,, 
fuppofing no interpofal of Heaven,, requires 
a greater (hare of credulity to admit, thaa 
will be found requifite in a reafonable Chri.- 
Itian. 

God hath not, in refpcft of revealed, any^ 
more than in refpeft of natural religion, left 
himfclf without a witnefs. Sufficient evidence 
has been and will be always given. But dif- 
ferent forts of evidence fuit the diffijrent ftages 
of the church. Vifible miracles Were proper, 
<hey were even neceffary^ to. atteft a revela- 

aUou 
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tion pretending to be from God ; an event 
really miraculous, but needing atteftation, 
becaufe not ienfibly fo to thofe who did not 
receive it immediately from Heaven. The 
fruits produced by the miracles then wrought,., 
and which, on every other fuppoiltion but 
the truth of the miracles, are totally inexpli^ 
cable } and the fulfilment of prophecies then 
given, which we may call intelligible, if not 
> palpable, miracles, are the evidences that fuit ' 
more the maturity of the church. The in- 
tfinfic evidence arifing from th« nature and 
genius of the difpenfation itfclf, belongs a« 
like to every period. Things arc better ba- 
lanced than we imagine. In the third and 
fourth centuries they had a nearer, and there- 
fore doubtlefs a diftin£l^r view of the amazing 
iuccefs which had attended the firft preaching 
of the gofpel, notwithftanding all the difad- 
vantages the preachers laboured under. But 
then they could not know fo well from expe- 
rience as we of later ages may, th'a^ it is not 
in tbe power of all hu;nan talents, natural 
and acquired, though combined together, to 
produce a parallel to that fuccefs. 

Let us not. therefore fancy ourfelves cxcu- 
fed in our unbelief,, or difobcdience, becaufe 
we have not prccifely that fort of evidence 
which others had. If we refift fufficient evi- 
dence, we arc equally culpable with thofe 
who were regardlcfs of all the proofs, thofe 
demonftrations of the Spirit and of power, 
that were given by our Lord and his apoftles. 

If 
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If we do not enjoy the advantages of thofe of 
that age, we do not labour under their difad^ 
Yantagesy which are more cenfiderable than 
we perhaps are aware of. Such are the in- 
veterate prejudices which thek education had 
infufed, in dire£t oppo&ion to the do£trine, 
and the contemptj nay even the ridicule, 
which the paltry appearance (as in the lan- 
guage of the world we ihould term it) of thofe 
heavenly ambafTadors could not fail to create* 
Thefe things tend more to preclude attentioiv 
and inquiry than men are apt to think. It is* 
with the underftanding, the eye of the mind,, 
as with the bodily eyes. However good they 
are, and however ftrong the light may be^ 
they will never perceive that from which the j- 
are always turned. 

I OBSERVE, ficondlyt That from any thing:, 
hitherto advanced we cannot juftly infer the 
inutility of human learning in the caufe of 
religion* it was for a fpecial reafon, and ia 
lingular circumftances^ that God was pleafed 
to rejeft the ufe of it in the firft promulga- 
tion of the gofpel. When this new difpenfa- 
tion was ufhered into the world, that its ori- 
gin might be no wife equivocal, the aid of 
power, riches, learning, and oratory, which- 
have -great influence on the minds of men^ 
was abfolutely rejefted 5 the very revcrfe were 
choien in the inftruments God faw meet to 
employ, weaknefs, poverty, ignorance of the 
world,, and of the arts and fciences \ that ' 

na 
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no confiderate perfon might be at a lofs to 
what to afcribc the eflfefts produced ; that the 
excellency of the power, to the conviftion 

. of every impartial fpeftator, might be of Gbd^ 
and not of man. There was a time, and a 
time of great danger too, it was in the reigo 
of Jehofhaphat, when God by his prophet 
commanded his people not to be difmayed, 
or even to fight for the common fafety ; tell* 

^ ing them, that the battle was God's ; that 
they needed only to ftand ftill, and lee the 
falvation of the Lord with them *. In like 
manner, when God delivered Ifrael from the 
Midianites, by the hand of Gideon, of an 
army of thirty-two thoufand he permitted 
•only three hundred to go to battle, and with 
fo fmall a force totally routed an innumerable 
hoft of aliens f • But neither' of thefe cafes 
was according to the ufual procedure of 
Providence. On all ordinary occaiions it was 
the exprefs command of Heaven to all that 
were capable, to fight for their brethren^ 
their fons, and their daughters, their wives^ 
and their houfes, remembering the Lord, 
who is great atid terrible, and confiding in 
him f. It is only in extraordinary cafes (fuch 
as the firft promulgation of the gofpel) that 
the ordinary means are difpenfed with. Thefe 
are in part the talents which God requires us 
to lay out in his fervice. 

J* % Chron. xx, 14. &;c, f J^dg. vii. x. &c. 

X Neh^iv. 3:4, 

Thero 
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There have been fome who, without at-' 
tending to the peculiarity of the cafe, have 
rafhly concluded from fome expreffions in 
the New Teftamcnt, that learning of every 
kind is rather an obftru^on than a help in 
propagating religion. But on this topic they 
prcferve no uniformity in theiT manner of 
arguing. Who will deny, that we ought to 
ftudy the language of foreigners, before we 
attempt to inftruft them ? Yet this branch 
of learning was as much fuperfeded by the 
gift of tongues, fo common in the apoftolic 
church, as the other branches were by the o- 
ther fupematural gifts. And they were all 
fet afide for the fame reafon ; not a natural 
unfitnefs, but, on the contrary, a natural 
Jitneff, for atti*aAing refpeA, and producing 
perfuafion ; fince, in confequence of this fit- 
nefs, the effi:^ might erroneouHy be afcribed 
to them ; and the miraculous Interpoiition of 
Heaven, to which alone it ought to be attri- 
buted, might be excluded or overlooked. In 
that lingular cafe, the battle was God's pecu- 
liarly. The people were to ftand ftill, and 
fee his falvation. Nothing was to be done 
but by particular direAion. Now he chufes 
to operate by the intervention of natural 
means, and commands us to quit us like men, 
affiduoufly to exert every talent that may with 
probability be profitably employed in this fer-» 
vice. The common reply, » though true, is 
not fatisfaftory. That human learning has by 
mifappUcation been greatly abufed in matters 

of • 
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of religion : for what talent Is there that has 
not been abufed and mifapplied ? But if, on 
account of the abufe, we were to renounce 
the ufe of a thing in itfelf good, all means . 
whatever ought to be laid afide. Even preach- 
ing, than which nothing has been more abu-* 
fed, muft be given up for ever. 

Let it not be imagined, that what was 
faidvin regard to the ufe made of arts and 
(ciences by the Popifh miflionaries, was with 
a view to condemn or difcredit fuch expe« 
dients. It was only with an intention to 
ihow, that there were many caufes to which 
the fuccefs of thofe miilTonaries, comparative- 
ly litde, might be attributed, without recur- 
ring to miracles ; whereas there was nothing 
that could account for the aftonifhing fuc« 
cefs of the apoftles, in whom all thofe ad- 
vantages were wanting, but miracles alone- 
It was not to depreciate the wif^om of man, 
but to fhow that the foolifhnefs of God is 
wifer. So far from condemning the Roman 
Catholics in this, I approve, I applaud their 
zeal, their folicitude, their perfeverance. I 
only regret they are fo much miftaken in the 
object ; and that it is not for the fimple truth 
as it is in Jefus, that thefe qualities are exer- 
cifed. I exceedingly regret, that it has fared 
with the gofpel in their hands, as it did with 
the Mofaic law in the hands of the fcribes and 
Pharifees} that the precepts and gloiles of 
men have corrupted and disfigured the word 

of 
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o£ God ; ,aad that the traditions of the Ro« 
mifhy as formerly of the Jewifli .rabbis^ have^ 
in many inftances, rendered the divine com- 
mandment of none effeA.. If our induftry 
were equal to theirs, we might well expeft 
fuperior fuccefs from the fuperiority of our 
caufe. Let us not heiitate to take example 
in what is praife-worthy from thofe whom in , 
other refpefts we difapprove. Our Lord did 
not fcruple to recommend to his difciples, as 
a leflbn of prudence, the provident care e- 
'?en of an unfaithful fteward : ** For the chil- 
** dren of this world/' fays he, " arc ia 
*^ their generation wifer than the children 
<« of light *." The Romanifts claim the 
high prerogative of working miracles $ yet 
they purfue fuch politic meafures as fhow that 
they lay no ftrefs upon that privilege. There 
are, on the other hand, enthufiails, whOj 
though they do not in words arrogate fu- 
^ernatural power, aft as if they poffefled it, 
treating with contempt the ordinary and natu- 
ral means. ^Both are in extremes. And I 
Ihall only fay of them, that if the latter fpeak 
with more honeAy, the former aft with more 
judgement. 

Still however we are to be underftood with 
this limitation, that the means employed mufl 
never be repugnant to the unalterable rule of 
truth and right, pr to the fpirit of that holy 

* Luke, xvi. 5, 
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religion which we defire to propagate. A 
good end will never fanftify bad means. Men 
have too often, in the caufe of God, as they 
pretended, had recourfe to deceit and vfo- 
lence. Thefe unhallowed inftrumcnts, fo con- 
tradiftory to the precepts, and fo fubvcrfive of 
the fpirit of the gofpel, they have thought they 
confecrated, by chriftening them pious frauds,^ 
and luholefome feveritics. Let us ever remem- 
ber, that it is impoflSible that the God of mer-* 
cy and truth (hould accept fuch deteftable of- 
ferings :^«rThou fhalt deftroy them that fpeak 
" leafing,'* fays David. "The Lord will abhor 
«• both the bloody and the deceitful man *.'* 

I OBSERVE, thirdly^ and I conclude with 
it, that though in thefe days no miffions can 
hope for fuccefs comparable to that which 
attended the miniftry of the apoflles, this 
confideration ought not to difcourage fuch 
attempts, or leflen the ardour of Chriftians 
for the advancement of the gofpel. It was 
fitting that the miniftry of the Son of Gcd, 
and of his feleft fervants, by whom the foun- 
dations of the church were laid, fhould be 
iignalized by the moft glorious manifcftations 
of divine prefeitce and agency. This was to 
fcrve to all future ages as a proof that the 
commiflion came from God. But, let it not 
be fufpefted by any, that God will ever fail 
to counteaance the caufe of his Son, the 

• i>fal. v. 6. 
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c^uie of .truth and virtue^ and to honour 
'thof^ with his approbadon who exert them* 
fplvcs to promote it. For one to fiy, • Bc- 
'. eaufe I cannot do good equal to -that 
< whkh with the aid of miracles the firft 

* preachers of the gofpel did, I will do none 
^ at all,' would be talking neither like a 
Chriftian, por like a reafonable perfon. The 
great and .the rich have it 'm their power to 
be more £3|itenfively ufefijl jio their, fellow- 
c^reatures Jthan the ignoble and the poor: 
are the latter therefore .exempted from being 
3s ufefiil as .they cap ? God requireth of e- 
very mvx accor^iiag to wjiat he hath, .aed 
not according to what he hath not ^. Will 
it; be a goo4 apology for the fervant who 
rfceives one talent, to fay, * Becaufe I re- 

* ceived not, like fome others, five talents, 
«. I thought it unpcceffary to employ myfelf 

* in the improvement pf fo fmall a ftock f * 
The cafe of individuals, and that of whole 
generations, is in this refpeft fimilar. To 
doAvhat w^ cai^i to diffufe the Jjght of the 
gofpel, and fomtnunicate the benefits there- 
"of to others, is what every matlye of piety 
tp God and heneyolence to m^en requires of 
us. Apd we m^y fay, with the greateft ju* 
(lice, that none 4eferve better of mankind, 
^han tbofe wbpfe labour and wetklth gre em- 
ployed in promoting the imereft of their feU 
iQWrcreatur^, t)ie mpft valuable for time 
f^^i for eternity. For this rcafon^ thje dif- 

* 9 Cor, yiii. ^h 
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ciples of Jcfus will entertain a due venera* 
tion for that tjruly Chriftian and truly Patrio- 
tic Society, who have honoured me with 
their commands to addrefs you en this occa- 
iion« Their alBduous attention has long be£n 
fixed, aod by the bleffing of Heaven has not 
been fe^ed in vain, on the moft fublime and 
important of all objeAs, the extenfiod of 
the kingdom of Meffiah, and the falvatioa 
of the fouls of men. ^ I fpeak ndt thus to 
convince you of the juft title they have to 
your efteem. This is a very fmall matter to 
thofe who feek Dot the praife of men, but 
that which cometh from God, the omni- 
fcient and unerring Judge. But I fpeak to 
awaken the fame zeal in the breafts of you, 
my hearers, and to excite every one of ihi» 
aflembly, to co-operate- to the utmoft of his 
power, in promoting the fame noble ends* 

And let us all add fervent prayers to ftre-^ 
nuous and virtuous endeavours. *• Pray,*^ 
laid David *, ** for the peace of Jerufalem.'' 
Our Jerufalem is the church of Chriftj^the 
antitype of that metropolis, the true city of 
the great King. Of her we may yaCtly fay; 
♦* They fhall profper that love thee. Peac6 
*' be within thy walls, and profperity with- 
« in THY palaces 1 For our brethren and 
** companions fakes w^ will fay. Peace be with- 
♦* in THEE. Becaufe of the houfe of the 
** Lord our God, wc will feek thy good.'* 

* Pfal. c»xii. i. &G* 
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SERMON XII *. 

The fufFerings of Chrift compared witbt 
tbofe which fell out ixx life ti> other 
men, with a fuitable improvement of 
the fubjed. 

By John Ogilvie, D. D» 

Lam. i. 12* 

h it nothing to jfou, all ye that pa/s by f Be^ 
hold and fee ^ if there he anyforrow like unt^ 
my for row ^ wherewith the Lard hath aJ^iSfed 
me in the day of his fierce anger. 

IN the melancholy book of which the texl 
makes a part, we behold one of thofe ob- 
jedls by which the human heart is mbft power- 
fully impreffcd ; — a good man mourning o- 
\cr the ruins of his country ; and ftruck eve- 
ry moment, while he wandered along the 
ftreets of a defolated city, with fomething that 
recalled to his memory the idea of its former 
magnificence, breaking into the language of 
pathetic complaint. It ought to be obferved, 
"that the prophetic charafter with which we 
jTuppofe the old and venerable mourner to hav6 

* Preached on the Saturday bcfoce the celebration of 
tkc Lord's fuppex. 
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Tbeen invefted, incxpreiEbly heightens the dP- 
ftrefs upon the prefent occafion. By placing, 
before our minds, at the fame time, the afflic- 
tion of the prophet, and the deforarion of 
the holy city,, we find, thar each' of rhefe oh* 
jefts illuihrates the other 5 and the heart is ir- 
refiftibly penetrated by the concurrence of two 
circumftanccs fb weU adapted' to awake itiP 
fenfibility. On this occafion let us paufe sb 
Kttle, till I have recounted a ftory which is- 
naturally fuggefted by the prefent fubjeA, anil 
which is recorded: in the hiftoi^ o£ Jncient 
Romfn 

At the- time when tfiofc civil commjotTon* 
Began which- brought on the decline of ihd: 
Roman> republic, we are told', that one of the 
confuls of Romci who bad* been &x times ini- 
vefted' with the fopreme* magiftracy of his; 
country ,^ as the reward of his viftorics, andJ 
diftinguifhed ability ; that this great man hal- 
ving been^ defeated in his old'^ age by* a fuccefl>- 
ftil competitor, was dTivettfronyRomci- that ife 
price was fat upon his head ; and that all per*- 
ibns wese forbidden, under a- capital^ penalty^ 
to afford' him ihcher throughout the extent: 
ef the Roman empire.. The venerable exile j, 
after having been^ hunted by his enemies fronii 
]place to place through the Italian provinces \\ 
worn but at laft with watching", and* finking; 
beneath the united preflure of age and for*- 
K)w^ wandered^ to^ the fea^fliore^ fbund ai 
Slip, and prevailed' upon the mariners to land^ 
]|im^upoa*th9 oppofite coaft>; which' was^ that 
, . . S..2.. off 
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of Africa. Not far from the 'place at nvhicli 
Marius (for that was the name of this pcrfo- 
nage) touched the ihore, had ftood, not ma- 
ny years before, the celebrated city of Car- 
ihage^ the rival" of Rome for many ages, which 
had obftinately maintained the ftrugglc with 
her for dominion, and had not yielded un- 
til fhe had brought this laft to the brink 
of deftrudtion. Novj^ however, a place fo 
lately the feat of empire, exhibited only a 
fcene of defolation ; and the yet recent ruins 
of its palaces^ tha^ had refounded to the voice 
of feftivity, recalled the idea of what it once 
had been. The Hero, deeming thefe facred 
remains a kind of temporary afylum, fat down 
in mtlancholy contemplation among the ruins; 
indulging moft probably fuch thoughts as 
the objects around him muft naturally have 
poured upon his mind. He remained not 
however undifturbed even in this retreat. The 
Xiews of his arrival foon reached the govern- 
or of the province ; who, embarraflcd as he 
was betwixt the commands of the fenate, and 
his relu<fi:ance, in the prefent inftanee, to car- 
ry thefe into execution, endeavoured to pur* 
fue a middle courfe ; and fent private orders 
to Marius, to leave, without delay, the place 
whS'e he was, and the province itfelf where 
he prcfided, as he would not forfeit his life. 
The old warrior heard this mefiage,^ and re- 
mained fome time without making any reply. 
Probably buried in thought, and overcome by 
-^ fuGCcflion of calamities to which no end ap- 

peared| 



On the fufierings of Cbrijft* 2il 

peared» he grew indifferent with regard to 
his deftiny^ and gave himfelf up to defpair* 
!When the meffenger however repeated hi* 
. commiiHon, and aiked with impatience what 
anfwer he fliould return to his mafter, — the 
aged general, lifting up his eyes, made him 
this Ihort reply only : " Go tell (faid he) 
«* your matter, that you have fcen Caius 
** Marius fitting on the ruins of Carthage.^ 

Such a fpeftacle as this, my brethren, but 
one incomparably more affefting, does the 
prefent fcene exhibit to your refleftion. The 
peculiar people of God given up, as the pir- 
nifhment of their many rebellions, to the 
power of their enemies, were now hanging 
their harps upon the "willows of the Euphra- 
tes ; their country was defpoiled univerfally 
of its inhabitants ; and Jerufc^lem, like Car- 
thage, having now become the abode of Si^ 
knee, gave a theme to the fong of the lament- 
ing prophet : " How doth the city fit folitary 
" that was full of people T* 

Thus far we may fuppofe Jeremiah to have^ 
been actuated only by the love of his country, 
and his ideas to have arifep from the fcenes 
that pafTcd immediately before him. The ex- 
clamation of the text, however, which is' 
much more particular, cannot be fup^ofed 
to regard thiscircumflance only. It is thexe- 
fore fuppofed to have been uttered in confe- 
quence of his prcfcience of future eveats. It 
would feem, that at this infiant he compai*ed. 
t)ie prefent ruin of the holy city with that 

xnifcry 



4 1 i On the (ufierlngs of CEriff . Scr. r z. 

tnifery which his devoted countrymen would 
one day bring upon themfelves, by crucifying 
the Lord of life and happineis ; and confr- 
dered in his prophetit eharaAer, fetch a diC* 
play of futurity may pei*haps have been pre>^ 
fented to his mind. At any rate^ a? we are 
taught to believe^ that no individual of the 
human race ever adopted this exclamation 
with fo much propriety as the Saviour oi 
mankind; and as the prefent occafion calls 
upon us, in a particular manner^ to confirni 
and illuftrate this aflertion, I fhall therefore 
endeavour, (with divine affiftance), in the fol^ 
towing difcourie>. 

1. To enumerate the principal of thofe , 
caufes from which human mifery dierives its 
origi^ Y and to fhow in what manner thefe 
concurred to render the whole life of the Di- 
vine Author of our reKgibn more unhappy 
tbap that of any other man. 

2. From the confideratibn of his Taft fuffer*^ 
ingSji as rendering it indifputable, that neven 
was forrow like unto bis forrow^ we fhaQ pafsr 
to- the advantages which he has procured foif 
his people, and' to an application, of the iub^ 
jeft to the prefent occa£[oni 

r. What then> my brethren*, are the prin- 
cipal caufes of the miferies to^ which maniar 
. fubje£led^ pronounced, as he is by an infpiw 
xvd writer, and knowing him, as we mujt 
Iluow him from experience, to be <* bom to 
» trouble as the fparks fly upwards V\ Thiy 

ia; 
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is indeed a melancholy theme* But the con* 
templation of it anfwers many v^icellent pur- 
pofes : it tends to mortify the pride of the 
human heart, and to render our obfervations 
•on men and things conformable to the ftand- 
ard of truth and nature 1 it difcoTers the trut 
light in which life itfelf and its enjoyments 
ought to be confidered by an intelligent and 
immortal agent ; and by giving an edge to th^e 
fympathetic feelings of the heart, it promotes 
that good-will to all, that univerfal charity, 
which is faid in fcripturc emphatically to be 
<* the bond of perfeftncfs/* 

The many evils (as thefe arc deemed) bf 
whofe influence human life is rendered un« 
• happy, arife either from external caufes, as^ 
pain, ficknefs, trials, difappointment ; or frorti, 
the internal frame and conftitution of the 
mind, as it is cither faOiioned by nature, or 
diredked by experience, to form various efti* 
mates of the prefcnt or the future. In the 
firft of thefe cafes, (I mean corporeal fuffcr* 
ings of any kind)^ it is often difficult, if not 
impoffible, to diftinguifh thefe caufes from 
each other. In thefe inftances the difeafe by 
which the body is emaciated, extends its in- 
fluence to the mind 5 the fpirits become de- 
prefled and languid, even when the nobler fa- 
culties exert their ufual operations \ imagina- 
tion forms gloomy prefages with regard to fu- 
turity ; and the other intelleftual powers^ 
difconcerted, though not weakened, by her in* 
fluence, exert th.eir force in an imprqper di- 

redUocu 
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region. In thiSi therefore, tpan appears to 
be more unhappy than in any other &uatioxi. 
Other calamities may either be prevented by 
circumfpe£tion while yet at a diftance^ or 
remedied by fortitude when we are expofed t& 
their power. But in the prefent cafe^ as nO 
precaution whatever can ward off the firoke^ 
however clearly forefeen ; fo its feverity fe 
fuch when it is once felt, (the mind partici- 
pating of the difeafe of the body), as to rei^ 
* der ordinary refources wholly ineffcftual. 

This fourcc of aiHiftion, however, is but 
one of many others, by whofe influence thfc 
b^ppinefs oPman is interrupted. Need I call 
upon yoii, my brethren, to recoUeft the va^ 
rious inftances in which your expeAations 
have been fruftrated, even when thefc were 
raifed, as you may have fuppofed, upon the 
moft folid and permanent foundation ? Is iti 
do you think, ' m the power of human wif- 
dom, however provident and comprehenfive^ 
either to forefee thefe ariCng, as they do, from 
every quarter, or to fteel the mind with for^ 
titude againft their attacks ? — ^Behold the huf* 
bandman careful and induftrious in the bufi-« 
nefsof his profeffion, earning his fubfiilence 
•' with the fwtat of his brow.** He ploughsi 
he manures, he enricheth his field ; he coQ'« 
figns the grain to it at a proper feafon $ he 
leaves nothing unattempted by which he may - 
cnfure a plentiful crop 5 and after having thus 
performed his part, he waits with the reafon* 
able expeAation of being rewarded in the hzv4 
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iKft. At tke diftance of a few years, fhouid 
you again behold this honeft and induftrious 
man, with his little family, dcjefted with fuf- 
£eriog, or perhaps ftarving with want ; he 
"Would reply to your queftion. By what means 
he was brought into this fituation ? That, in 
opposition to his mod ftrenuous efforts, a fuc- 
ceffion of unfavourable feafons had over* 
thrown his expeAations ; that year after year 
had feen him declining into the vale of indi- 
gence ; that his little pittance had been wafted 
in procuring necefiary fubfiftence to his fami* 
ly ; and that the iaft morfel was now fnatched 
from them, and that himfelf was configned 
to forrow, with the defpair of deliverance. 

Behold the merchant anxioufly and juftly 
fiolicitous to acquire what he may deem a 
4Sompetence of riches. Do you aik him, when 
the greateft part of what he hath purchafed, 
su; the expence of many years of toil and vexa- 
tion, is buried in the deep, is fcattered on the 
^nds of heaven 4 when he appears to have 
Uiboured, not for himfelf, but to fupply the 
i^ifatiable wants of fome man who beholds his 
ruin without the feeling of remorfe; — do you 
aik, By what means all this hath been brought 
about ? He will reply, and very probably 
with ftri£l truth. That his memory fuggefts to 
h^m no inftance of importance in which he 
hath been wanting \o himfelf; but that'his 
utmoft circumfpe£tion hath been infufficient 
to prevent the ftroke that brought deftru£tion 
jdong with it* ^^ la thcfe, snd in many other 

cafes' 
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cafes of a fimilar kind, difappointments sure 
often the caufe of fevere afflidlioni when the 
mind, upon the moft impartial recolIe£Vion, 
is unable .to difcover the caufe from which 
they proceeded. At other times, indeed, 
thefe are the confequences of precipitance, of 
imprudencei of having formed hafty judge- 
ments, or of having made bold and defperate 
s^ttempts ; in which laft cafes, indeed, the mi^ 
fery muft no doubt differ in degree, though 
all in general contribute to render the days of 
m^LVk evil as well ^sfiw. 

Another fource of affliAion> the more deep- 
ly to be regretted, becaufe it is often the lot 
of the beft and worthieft of men, is that de* 
tradion which purfues the virtuous, and which 
prefents the human heart in fo unfavourable a 
point of view. In how many inftances are the 
fhafts of this fiend of' hell levelled at the ho* 
neft and unfufpicious, in order to gratify ma- 
levolence, by rendering the innocent unhap- 
py ! — I am awai-e, that in cafes of this kind 
it is commonly faid, that a man may derive 
confolation from the refleftion of not having 
defer ved to fuffer, and from the fecret appro- 
bation with which he reviews his own con- 
duft. This confideration will no doubt exert 
confiderable influence when he becomes cool 
and difpaflionate, and when he is able tp carry 
his views forward into immortality. But while 
thefe Uft are confined to a prcfent life only, 
the confcioufnefs of innocence, which a man 
is yet deprived of the means of making as clear 

' to 
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10 tlic world as it is to himfelf, gives an edge 
and pungency to the fting of afiBAion^ be* 
caufe to all his other fufferinga it fuperadds 
an impatience, whofe claim upon him he is 
onaUc to gratify. This evil is likewife great* 
Ij heightened when it falls to the lot of luck 
jBen as, either from a natural indolence of 
temper* from real weaknefs of intclleA, or 
from inferiority of external circumftancesi are 
unable to ward off the ftroke which threat* 
ens them with deftruAioa. At thefe the darts 
of Calumny are pointed on all fides with a 
fieady piirpo(e$ in the iame manner as the 
liunter, who would ^emble to face the lion 
and the tiger in his waft, makes his prey of 
the little trembling hare, which cannot move 
iiim by fupplication, and which is unable to 
refift him by force I 

Caft your eyes, my brethren, around yom 
in the world ; and from furveying the palaces 
of the great, and the luxuries of the opulent^ 
go into the foKtary recefles, where the wor* 
thy heart pines in fniitlefs affiidtion, ^and 
think OB* the diftreiTes of thoie who have none 
to give them relief. Is there an object of any 
kind calculated to imprefs a Aifceptible heart 
snore forcibly, than a mind rich in every va- 
luable qualification, £nking beneath the pref« 
fore of* unmerited reproach i and a man, in 
^oniequence of his own integrity and can* 
dour, (qualities which ought to have ren« 
4ered him the objeft of univerfal efteem),. 
<:aught in the toils of deceit^ and ftrgggling 

VoL.m. T with 
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vrhh the worft of ills, the fcourge of an un* 
feeling atid mcrcilefs world, that has neither 

I love nor pity ? Yet how often does this de- 

plorable calamity fall out in liiSe ! Senfuai 
and conceited as we are, fometimes unable^ 
and more frequently unwitting^ to examine 
matters with cool and deliberate impartiality, 
we are dazzled by riches, mifled by favoar, 
direAed by intereft, or rendered obdurate 
from pride, pique» and partiality, prejudice 
^nd paffion : motives which we dare not avow 
to our own hearu, influencis our judgement 
on the condu£k of others \ and what a judge- 
ment this muft be, thofe who have witnefled, 
or thofe who have ^nd its efieds^ are beft 
qualified to decide« 

But are thefe, though the Sources of ma« 
xiy calamities in life, to be regarded as the 
caufes of all the evils that obtain in the world ? 
]N'o, my brethren ; every paffion in the hu- 
inan mind hath its didinA and infeparable 
train* Ambition and pride» envy and ava- 
IjUc, i:cvenge and hatred, jealoufy and anger, 
and .many x>.tber fources of mifery, ariiing 
from p\irfelve9, by deftroying the happinefs 
of individuals, jextend their influence to the 
ipecies. The jield .of life, by means of thefe, 
becomes chequored with that deep fhadiug 

A which difcoloursjts moft exhilarating objeds^ 

with thofe clouds wh^ch darken its brightcft 
jhorizon, and which in volye in their ikirts the 
(ents of the upright and ii^nocej[)t, as well as 
^ the profligate aud unworthy,. 

. ILOf 
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ll. Of the evils which we have thus enit-^ 
fntratedy as aboundiag kx the world, it maf 
slfford us feme confolation to obferve in gene-^ 
itoralj that however individuals of the fpecie^ 
may liave been opprefled by many fuch trou- 
bles ; yet no fingle pexfon hath ever at one 
time been overwhelmed with all. We^ have 
indeed already obfervedi that when the ex-^ 
ternal and internal caufes of thefe co-operate 
in any caie, the man i» rendered mifirabU for 
the time. But even in this cafe we have 
fhown, that a great part of his mifery muf¥ 
have its fource in a gloomy and diftempercd 
imaginatien. It is indeed true, that the pain 
tfrifing from \x& ideal reprefentations, is t,", 
^ually intenfe as that which is derived froii> 
teal caufes, while it continues to operate. But 
We muft remember likewife, that though the 
ttilndk in' this iaft carie, may faffcr m idea under 
ib many troubles as never really combine to o*^ 
verwhehn it ; yet what has its origin in a dif-' 
eafc of the body, will fubfide with* the com-^ 
piaint by which it was^ brought on.; and that 
^ is not of imaginary but of reat evils that we 
mean at prefent to exhibit a reprefentation. 
* Let us then bring toge&er as many of thefe 
hid as we can fuppofe to have been united vol 
any one inftance, and let. trs judge in what 
manner any man would m a£Fe£fced by their 
concurrence. In order to conceive of this- 
matter properly, the man muft be placed in; 
low, and even in deftitute circumftances ; his. 
friends muft be fo obfcure ia the world, as^ 
T i to. 
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to be incapable of giving any. a£Siftance ; and 
his own ^tuation fuch, as to render their ut» 
moft exertions at all times necefTary. Let ns 
next fuppofe him widi a heart overflowing^ 
with tendernefs and afieftiony to have his be- 
nevolent offices repaid with repeated inftances. 
of per£dy and ingratitude ; he muft be pur« 
fued by the curfes of Oioie whom he had ble^T* 
ed ; his maxims, though, calculated to pro- 
mote the trueft interefts of maakindj muft be 
rejedled with contempt, and hlmfelf rendered 
an objeA of univerfal derifion ; rage and re« 
\ilings nuift be returned to his tendereft ex* 
poftulations ^ and we muft fijippofe him to be 
caft out as one with whom it is uftfit to hol4 
any focUl tntercoorfe^.. at the vecy iaftan^ 
when his heart is fuTceptible of th^ warmeft 
aifedtion, and when his hand performs officer 
of confummate benevolence '^ wandering iqu 
this manner, a poor^ defpifed, and, to all 
appearance,^ a defpicable outcaft, perfecution. 
and calumny nauft foUaw in his footfteps. 
You muft think on a man whofe beft afiioos 
are expofed to mifconftruAion, whole word^ 
are tortured into the worft fences they caa 
bear, whofc tea^ are difregarded, whofc ce* 
monftrances are unheeded, whofe expoftula« 
tions however radonal^ and whofe com-; 
plaints however pathetic, are e<{|aaliy defpl^ 
fed, and whom all in general combine to Or 
^fcrwhelm with the tonrem of reproach. If 
to all thefe calamities we fuperadd the more 
ordinary ones of hunger and thirfts of sl 

man. 
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ttian without a hut to (belter luin from the (uioh 
Bier-drought or the winter-ftof m, who mak^ 
kis abode with the teuants of the defert, and 
who pours out his foul, when excluded frooi? 
•fociety, in the language of fupplication for 
his bittereft enemies. — What, Chriftisiiis^. 
would you lay of fucb a man, expofed to di- 
ftrcflfcs' fo> f omplicated and overwhelming ? -— 
What I — Methinks I hear in reply to the 
^ueftion from every mouth, — Is not this re- 
prefentation ideal and imaginary f are not 
thefe circumftances thrown together with u. 
purpofe of eaociting compai&oa, sot by the ro' 
cital of what hat adually fallen out, but by 
•the conje£hire of what may fimply be pof- 
fible ? — No, my brethren, they arc not nicn** 
tioned> with this purpofe.— iSz/^A a man as this,. 
poor, defpifed, deilttute to- external appear*^ 
ance, expoied to ingratitude, treated with de* 
riiion,. torn with* anguifh, ftabbed with re-- 
proach ; — * Jiicb a man as this, — ** wonder, O- 
« Heavens! and be aftoniflied, O Earth!'' 
— did that Being become, by whofe mintftra- 
ftration Go» isr faid ** to ^have created th^ 
^ luorlds/* who is^^ eialtcd at the right han^ 
of the Father, and froiii whofe eyes, when inr 
wrath, ** the heavens and the earth are faidio^ 
•* fly away.** 

Confider a littlie the end of his mifllon v 
** He came into the world to fave that which. 
** was loft ;'* he came likewife, ** to leave his- 
•* people ah example that they fhould' follow 
^ his ft^gs."— In what did this example con>- 
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fift ? ^' He was in all things made like utxto- 
<< us, and in oM things tempted as we are, fix^ 
" only excepted.** — Are any of jrott, my 
friends, diftreSed, becaufe your circumfiances 
are low in the world, becaufe you may be ex-- 
pofed to the contumely of the proud, and 
want xnany of thofe things which contribute- 
in your opinion to the happinefs of life ? ^— ^ 
In order to reconcile you to theie cireumftan- 
€C$, carry your eye to an inconiiderable vil- 
~Iage in Judea, and behold the JLord of life,, 
a belplefs infant* laid in the lap of his mo*^ 
ther^ *^ born in a ftable, and laid in a mani-^ 
** ger.** How great, how infinite I had al- 
moft faid, is the difference betwixt the Saviouc 
of mankind, and the tHeanneft of «//, with re- 
gard to external ciccumftances L — In the times, 
in which we live, infants, even when forfai» 
ken by their parents, find a refource in the. 
compaiQon of mankind, and receive that re-^ 
lief from others which they are unable to profe> 
cure to themfelves. But no fboner did the^ 
Eternal Word affume" a tabernacle of clay,, 
than the village of Bethlehem was ftained witb 
the blood of innocents by a tyrant who third*^ 
cd for his* bkmelefs life. 

You amidft the affiidtionsof life have friends 
to fympathife in your diftrcfles, and to heal 
tbe wounded heart with the balm of confola* 
tlon. But *^ He (we are told) came to his own, 
•** and his own received Him not.** Hia dif- 
ciples, as poor as himfelf, inftead of (landing 
by him in the hour of tribulation^ '* with 

" one 
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•* one coofcnt forfbok him, and flcd.'*^-^A^ 
gain, Chriftians, the poorcft of you all has 
fbme dwdiing, however mean, fome habita- 
tion in which you caa be &reened^oin> the 
fiorms of the inhofpitable winter. Nor is this, 
-peculiar to the human kind : The lion hatk 
kis den, in which he pears up his young ; the 
wolf hath his cave, in which he broods over 
bis prey ; in the chinks of the rock the fwal- 
low lies fecure, and Ileeps away the moments 
till the return of fummer. But can you, my 
brethren, without bleeding hearts, hear that. 
Being, ♦* without whom nothing is faid t6 
** have been made that was made,''.himfelf 
complaining, that '* the foxes had holes, and 
•* the birds of the air had nefts, but that the 
•« Son of Man could not find a place to lay hit 
«« head ! — No ihelter had he from the ftor- 
«ny elements; no table, however mean, at 
whichlie might enpy the ineftimable bleffings 
©f independence and content. But after ha- 
ving wafted his ftrength in inftrufting the 
multitude ; after having been fatigued with 
the cxercifes of continually doing good ; at 
the approach of night, when the hireling refts 
from his labour, and takes his ncceflary re- 
pofe in tranquillity ; at that feafon, fometimes 
muGng in the naked defert, fometimes reti- 
ring to the folitary hill ; when no human eaf 
could hear his complaint, he lifted up his eyes 
to the God of Nature, and, in the melting 
language of fupplication, lamented the weak- 

ncfs„ 



i|a4 On tbe (ufi^npgs of Chrift. Ser; rx» 

oefi, and implored forgivends for the ingra-* 
ticudeofmaiu 

. Hear him, my bFethreiH agaibi ^fe inrlflv 
have met with many diiappointments* i» youc 
iatercourfe with mankind } — hear him expo^- 
ftulating with the people of the Jews^ in Ian-* 
guage calculated to melt even a frozen hearr 
into pity : *' Ye will not (fays he), ye will 
** not come to me that ye may have life.** — 
V I receive not honour from men, though I 
^< come from the Father. But if an impoftor 
" fliould come to you in his pwn name^ te* 
*< him. you would readily and attentively lift^ 
** en.'* What anguifh of fpirit wrung frona 
his gentle heart, overflowing with affeftion^, 
this tender and ine&bly pathetic expoftula^i^ 
tion I 

You (if there are any fuch among you) who 
liave reared an only child to maturity, th^ 
darling of your hearts, and the delight of 
your eyes y who have watched over his infant- 
years with reftlefs afliduity ; and who, by his 
unnattiral conduA when arrived at manhood, 
have feefa all your expefVations cruelly dlfap- 
pointed : — follow your Redeemer in. his ap* 
pcoach to Jerufalem, near the time when he 
was led to crucifixion ;. when ^< he beheld the 
•^ city, and wept over it," feeling, not the 
sancour of an. injured fufferer^ but the tcndcr- 
xiefs of a parent ! He looked back upon the 
former days, when the candle of the Lord 
was lighted up in that city ; and> difregard? 
ing all that was to happen to himfelf, broke 
out into the paffionate language of a Father I: 

" O' 
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•• O Jerufaiem^ Jemfakm I thou that kHlcft 
** the prophets^ and ftoncft them who are 
'< fent unto thee ! how often would I have 
<< gathered thee as a hen gathei^eth her chicks 
** ens under her wings; but thou wouldft 
^^.not!" Thus lamenting the obftinacy of 
his enemies^ at the time when he might have 
called for vengeance on their wickednefs ^ 
dtath^ with all its terrors, appeared in hi& 
eyes but a iecpndary objeA \ the rejeAion of 
the Jews, and the final defiru&ion of that 
devoted city, filled his tyes with tears, and 
drew from his heart the lan^age of difapi- 
pointed afieAioa. 

Have you again, my hrethreiw filtered bf 
Aetrafkion and calumny ? have your beft ac« 
tions beea expofed to miiconftrufkion ? and 
has it been your unhappy fate to bear that 
worft of evils, the lofs <^ your good nameg, 
virithout having done any thing to forfeit fi> 
ineftimable a benefit ? This is a bitter draught 
mdeed ; but this draught was likewife drank 
off to the . very lees by the Saviour of man^ 
kind, though compofed of the worft and 
moft noxious ingredients. Survey the whole 
feries of his life, from his cradle to his graven 
and then alk yourfelves» What reproachful e« 
pithet was not applied to him which hell itfel£ 
could invent, or which the malignity of man** 
kind could beftow ? Did they not brand hiia 
with the names of a glutton and a wine-bibber» 
a friend of publicans and finners„ an impoftor^ 
ablafphemeri and, to fom'up all, a periba 

wha 
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who was Iff leagtie with the devil himfelf, aiuT 
who aAed under his influence ? *^ He cafts 
*« out devib (faid they) by the power of Bcl- 
^zeebub, the prince of the devils."— What a 
* character this for the Prince "of Peace, the 
meek, the humble, the benevolent Jefus ;■ for 
him who " fpoke as never man fpoke," and* 
in whofe compaffiOnate breaft no feelings ever 
took place,* but thofe of the moft fervent? 
love, the tendereft pity, or the moft perfect 
benignity to the children of men f 
' See him then, Chriftians, as the mark ar 
which Calumny difcharged her envenomedf 
arrows ! Behold him furroi^nded on adl iide» 
with rancorous enemies, fometimes laying 
plans to draw him into tranfgreffions, and 
fometimes endeavouring to entrap him in his 
words ! Every miracle he performed added 
feuel to their implacable animofity \ and at 
the inftant when he was performing miracu- 
lous cures, we are told, that they were pre-* 
.vented, only by the fear of the multitude^ 
from dragging him« with rage and curfes, xx> 
crucifixion ! 

To all thefe evils let us add, as what gave 
the laft heightening to the others, the agonies 
which he fome^mes felt in his body, in* con<» 
lequence of the trouUes that agitated his 
mind. In: his folitary moments, when he weut 
apart to meditate on the work that was givea 
him to do \ when the rage of fome, the ig* 
norance of others, the blindnefs, the obUi* 
macfj^ the ingratitude of all,, the fcene of fuf- 

ferin^ 
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fering tliat lay before him, Us mock trials 

his revilings* his pain, his crucifixion, a« 

rofe in dreadful fucceffion to his thoughts ; 

when he faw the hour in which, forfaken bf 

all ilk followers, he would be left to tread the 

wine«prefs of hu Father's wrath alone, even 

deprived for a time of his celeftial counter 

nance ; left^ as it were, at once by Heaven 

and 'Earth : — what do you think, with thefe 

profpe£b before him,— * what muft have been 

that anguiih which operated fo powerfully on 

the fprings of life, as that blood, inftead of 

fweat, ftained the ground on which he lay I 

. May we not now, Chriftians, apply the 

words of the prophet to the fcene before us ?. 

May we not fay to you in his language, ** Be* 

<< hold, and fee, if there was ever any for* 

^ row like unto his forrow, wherewith the 

** Lord-afflifted him in the day of his anger ?"• 

When we behold him poor ^ forfaken, forlorn, 

defpifed and rejected of men } when we take 

into the account a wiok people concurring to 

follow with infamy and reproach, with rage 

and perfecution, an individual, the beft, the 

wifcft, the moft benevolent, that ever fo- 

)oumcd among men : what are iall the com*:. 

ifion aSlAions of life colleAed together in any. 

one inftance, to a fcene of mifery fo confum- 

mate as this ! 

But as far as we have yet followed Jefus 
through the ftages of his life, a great part of 
his trouble arofe from the profpeA of what 
was to happen to him. The recolle^Uon of 

thefe 
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thefe it was that made him cry our, in tlie 
garckn' of Cethfemane, ** Father, if it be po£^ 
«< fible» let thkf cup pais from me I '' Thb 
part therefore of his fufferings, and this alone^ 
was heightened, when certainty took place of 
terrifying expeflation. Tet a little- longer thcn^ 
my brethren^ let us view him hear the clofe of 
his life, fitting down with his difciples, and 
tflftituting the facrament of his fupper, when 
he knew that the hour approached in which 
all his fufferings were to be terminated by the 
death of crncifixton. With what perfeft com- 
pofbre did he iet about this ibkmn inftitution f 
Though he knew, .(as he told his followers), 
diat ^ he would drink no more of th^ fruit 
^ of the vine, until he drank it in his Fa- 
•* therms kingdom ;*• though he was aware, 
iikewife, that he who would betray him fat 
with him at the table 9 yet, with this profpeft 
before and around him, he diftributed the 
fymbols of his body and blood with the fame 
ftdaienefs as if no alarming incident had been 
to difturb the quiet of a temperate day, ver- 
ging ferenely to its clofe. 

This little interval of eafc was the fufpicious 
calm that prefagcs a tcmpeft. For lo J con- 
du£ted by one of the twelve, who had fold his 
Mafter for a piece of money, the officers of the 
Sanhedrim break in upon his retirement ! The 
wretch, with the price of blood in his hands, 
falutes the man whom he had devoted to death. 
O Avarice I infatiable of heart ! of what evils 
art thou the detefled original I By thy influence 

the 
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the Lord of life, the Grod of love, is, for a 
wretched pittance of the duft of the earthy 
betrayed by one of his own followers. A few 
pieces of filver^ cani^l from the thought of 
thy flave^ love^ pity, gratitude, and remorfe i 
and extinguifhing thus at once every fentiment 
of humanity, and every feeling of cocnpaffion ; 
make him betray the life of his Mafter for a 
price fearcely fuffident to purchafe the dag§Q^ 
that was plunged into his heart ! 

And now the feries of his fu£Eeringf began 
to draw nearer to a period. — •> O ye who have 
moiftened with your tears the pillow of a dying 
friend, or have performed the laft melancho- 
ly office to an only child ! —ye whofe hearts^ 
however hardened "by time and fufiering, are 
not fteeled againft the pangs of forrow, and 
are yet fufceptible of anguifh from fcenes of 
complicated diftreft I— behold your Saviour, 
after having led a life ol^imiocence and fu£fer- 
hig, led out to a death of Ignominy and fhame t 
Think of the love, thd pity, the inotprq^ble 
feniations that preyed uppn hb heart, when 
he looked upon that devoted crew who were 
hurrying him to deftniAion 1 — Behold, he is 
arraigned before Pilate I The Lamb of God 
is led out to flaughter ! -^ What trial was he 
admitted to undergo I — The moft atrocious 
criminak are intitkd to the forms of juftice 
in cafes of this Idnd. — His judge alone, tho* 
a Heathen, is fmitten in confcience, and is 
unaUe to pronounce his fentence. — ^ Among 
the Jews, rage and fiiry appear to have taken 

Vol. m. U place 
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place of fober refledkion ; and the cry, ** Cru-- 
** cify hi/n! Crucify himl^ refounds fo loudly 
£rom^ every quarter, that ihe aftonifhed Ro« 
man is borne down by the torrent. 

As yet, however, the infatuated muldtude 
have not filled up the meafure of their iniqui« 
ties ; as yet the laft ftroke is fufpended, and 
his enemies, however implacable, have not 
imbrued their hands in his blood. ^— But the 
time now approached when their guilt was to 
ftand' without a parallel. ->— For lo ! after ha- 
ving reviledi buffeted, and fpit in his face» 
led out like a felon, his body is bared, and 
the mercilefs executioner '* ploughs his back*^ 
>vith the bloody fcourge ! t— Great CO Dl-^^ 
Was 1^ the Lord of Natit&e who was thus 
treated ?'^7* Was it he who is to judge the quick 
ismd the dead ? — Was it that Being who is 
'^ the brigluneft />f the F^tber^s glory> and the 
♦^ exprefs image of hiltpcrfon ? *' — • Well may 
we indeed exclaim, ^iJW^onder, O Heavens I 
*' and he aftoriiflwd,'0 Earth!"— All thehoft 
of heaven, no doubt, looked down with afto- 
nifhment at that awful hour \ and no wonder 
that the earth was ihaken from her founda*^ 
lion ! 

Carry your eyes, my brethren, a little on? 
ward, and behold on Mount Calvary the 
dreadful apparatus for execution / — With a 
mock robe upon his back, «* a crown of thorns 
f ' upon his head," his f^ce ftained with blood, 
^is. joints relaxed with toil, his .foul over^ 
fibelij^ed with aoguifh, and his heart heaving 

with 
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ti^ith agony, HE is Jlretched out upon the crofs! 
— The nails are applied to his hands and his 
feet ! — Hark ! The harmrnr refounds / -^ O 
Chriftians ! let me. call off your thoughts from 
a fcene that cannot be tittered, to behold its 
effedh on the frame of Nature. — Lo ! the 
fun veils his face, and is unable, to look on I 
the ftars at noon-day are feen trembling on 
the vault of heaven ! a fudden earthquake 
cleaves the rock ! and, as if the general audit 
was already come, the dead arife from their 
iepulchres, with prophetic horror glaring in 
their eyes ! -^In the mean time Jesus, hang- 
ing betwixt heaven and earth, looks dpwn 
with pity upon his murderers I He hears the 
dreadful cry, ** His blood be upon z/x, and 
** upon our children ! ^ and, looking up to his 
Father, cries out, ** Father, forgive them i 
" for they know not what they do ! *' — " Now 
*« (we are told) it was about the fixth hour y 
** and there was darknefs over all the eanh 
** until the ninth hour; and the fiin was 
*• darkened, and the veil ' of the temple was> 
** rent in .the midft/' — The darknPefs that o- 
vcrfpread the earth appeared ta correfpond 
with that horror which now fell upon the 
mind of our Redeemer. For a moment a 
doud feemed to veil the complacent counte- 
nance of the Father ! He eaft his eye around 
to behold him, and exclaimed, *' My God, 
'* My God ! why haft ^^^(jm forfaken me ?" — 
What do yo« think, my brethren, was his 
agony at that inftant? — For your lakes hiis 
U 2. body 
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body writhed^ his blood ftreamed^ and his 
lips almoft uttered the language of defpair I 

But once more, Chriftians, turn your eyes 
to his face, now pale at the approach of 
death I He raifeth it again to Heaven ; and 
knowing that all was noir cMipkted, and ex-* 
claiming with a loud voice, *• It is finified!*' 
he bows his head, and gives up the ghoft. 

in. Such is that fcene which many of yon 
wbofe hearts at this inftant may be pained by 
recollecting it, are foon going to commemo* 
rate. Do you feel from the preceding rcprc- 
fentation, imperfe& and fe.eble as it is, love, 
pity, and gratitude, alternately excited in 
your breads I Are you more sealous naw^ 
than when you entered this facred houfe, ta 
''do this in remembrance of him F*^— Let 
this truth then be imprefled upon your minds 
when you are exbployed in this folemn aAion^ 
that the commemoration of the death of 
Chrift can be no further beneficial to you,^ 
than as it produceth in you a fteady deter^ 
mination to imitate the virtues of his life*, 
*< Chrift (fays an apoftle) fu£^ed for us> 
<^ leaving us an example that we may follow 
*< his fteps." As our Saviour's life confifted 
{>riQcipaIly of a feries of AiSerings; fo in 
his example are difplayed aU thofe virtues 
which are called out into exercife by adver- - 
fily. Patience, fortitude, humility, rc%na- 
tion, forgivenefi, thofe excetteneies, which, 
though the obje^ of our admiratioa at a di» 

ftance. 
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ftsincCr we are at leaft able to transfufe into* 
pur coaduA, ikine with diftinguiihed luftre 
in the example of Chrift. To many of his- 
fiifferings you cannot be expofed ; by fome 
of thcfc yotrr reiblution wonld be wholly o- 
vcrthrown. In triftk^ therefope, of an infe- 
rior kindv fuitcd to your iituation^ and pro- 
portioned to your ability,, let hh example a«^ 
nimate you to make the moft ftrenuous ef- 
forts ; ^nd while you profefs yourfelves to be 
his difciplesj call upon him^ as the Hearer of 
prayer, to renderthefe efforts effeftual. While 
you meditate therefore on his laft fufFerings ^ 
while you pour ouc youx ftwli to him in the 
fervency of prayer 5 may your hearts bura 
within you, like thofe of the difciples, when 
** he opened to them the fcriptures," and 
<* when he was made known to them in the 
**- breaking of bread I **•*- May your refolution 
to imitate him^ who was ** in* all things made 
'^'like umo ns,'*^ be ilncere, permanent, and 
ufiiverfal ! May you be enabled to devote 
yourfelvcs' through life to his fcrvice and obe- 
dience ; and by a fteady adherence to his pre^ 
i5iept8, may you be prepared for particfpating^. 
90ith.him of. eternal fehcity in the land of fe^ 
Sixiif aod rejoicing^ ! Jmen . 
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/H^/// thou not r0vhH us again f, that thj pt^tt I 
may rejmct in thei f 

IT IS generally agreed, tbal tl^ pfilm wa» 
compCtfed after the retvm of the Jews 
fran their captivity^ or, at leafts reirifcd on 
that occafion ; aod deliver^ to the chie£ am* 
'ficiaa, to be ibag as a proper anthem of 
praife after fo fignal a deUveranee* The hh 
fiory. of Ezra informs us of the Tiolem off 
fiofition made by the ipeighbouring people to 
the rebuilding of the city and temple, where^ 
l>y the work was for fome time greatlj ob« 
ftruAed. To this there feems to be a plain 
alluiion in the 4th and 5th verfes, where the 
pious author deprecates the difpleaiore gf die 
Almighty, to which he attributes the danger 
that tl^*eatened this people ^ and, in otir tat, 

he 
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he eatnefilf prayti that God, t<^etheir with 
the re-eftablifhmcnt of their ci^il and eccle« 
fiaftic conftitution^ would revive a fpirit of 
true piety and virtue, both among rulers and 
people, that their joy and happiaefs might 
ftand feeure on iu true foundation : JVilt tbm 
not revive us again^ that thy peopk may rejeict 
in thee f 

Thefe words, theui prelent a fubjeA of the 
utmoft importance to our ierious eoniklera- 
tion : That the real happinefs of any nation^ 
enjoying the invaluable bleffings of peace and 
liberty, and profeffing the true religion^ con- 
fifts in their being animated by its fpirit $ with- 
out which the greateft national advantages are 
of little avsuL TMs good man therefore, an<^ 
^ious for the happinefs of his country* prays» 
not only that the deiigns of its enemies might 
be defeated, and its rdigion knd liberty fecu- 
red \ but likewife that God would infpire his 
people with a fpirit fuited to their advantages ; 
that he would baniih from among ihem a 
cold indifference to religion, which, in truth, 
'and in the pious tnan's judgement, bore a 
more threatening afpeft to the public happi* 
skefsj than all the malice and violence of their 
foes \ and that he would revive that fpirit of 
piety and righteouibeis, which alone can fup* 
port and exalt a nation^ 

. Ill difcourfing further upon this fubjeA, I 
Ihall^ 

1* Point out Ibme of the pnadpal caufes 

that 
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diat concur in producing a coldnefs and indif^ 
fcrencc t& reKgionin any fociety. 

^. The vifible fymptoms of the prevalence- 
send progrefs o£ this*£ital dtfeafe amongft our* 
felves. 

' 3. The proper means of rcvrvfeg, through^ 
the divine blcffing, a fpirit of piety and virs* 
tuc. 

* I. I fliall firft point .out ibme of tfie princii- 
pal caiifes that concur in producing a cold- 
nefs and indiffei^encc to religion in any fo*^ 
cicty, * . ' . . 

Indiflcrence to refigion, tvhich is fo hurr- 
ful to the happinefs of a nation, cbnfifts in 
the want of a due impreffion of its truth and 
importance. It (lands direftlyoppofite ta 
that principle which is termed faitlf^ and dc* 
fcribed as the bafis and foundation' of all ge^^ 
nuine- and iubftantial virtue. Faith, in the 
ibnfe- and language of fcrrpture^ does not fig* 
nify a mereaflent to the truths of religion, a§ 
mattef of opinion 5 but fuch a-deep and pe- 
^tratitog conviflion of their- importance, and 
eonncAibn with our temporal and eternal 
happ^nefs) as becomes a powerful principle of 
virtuous conduft. Every fyftem of religion, 
wbethec of divicie original or human invenr 
tion, has a peculiar fpirit and genius> which 
forms the diftinguifhing chara£ler of its fin- 
cere votaries. This charaAerifiical Tpirit is 
not fo much to be difcerned in its precepc» op 
hvrsj as isi t&e. general tendency of its^ doc« 
'. ' trines, 



.( 
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trtnes, and infticmions of worfliip. Even in 
the moft abAird religious fyftem, there may 
be found many good and moral injunAions^ 
blended with others of a trivial and corrupt 
nature. But no fyftem of laws, however ex«^ 
cellent in themfelvies, will be of any confider* 
able efficacy to form a truly pious and vir- 
tuous temper in the votaries of any religion,, 
if they are enforced by dodrines, and fup^ 
ported by inftitutions of worfhip, which arQ 
of a corrupting and immoral tendency. On 
the contrary, the general fpirit and temper, 
, gradually infafed by an abfurd and falfc fy« 
ftem of religious belief, will enervate iu mo- 
ral precepts^ and render them of no efie£k* 
How greatly then do they miftake the cafe, 
who think h a matter of mere indifference^ 
what fcheme of religious principles men form 
to thentielves, whether true or faUe : for the 
more fincere they are in their religious belief 
and profdBon, and the more deeply they are 
imprefled with a fenfe of its truth and im-^ 
portance, their temper and difpofitiont w'Al 
take a correfpondent tinfiure, either of pu* 
rity or impurity, of excellence or depravity* 
k is only divine and moral truth wjiich can 
enlighten the ibul, and plurify the heart. In; 
a word| the gofpel-revelation, which con*' 
tains the nobleft fyftem of reli^n that was. 
ever propoied to mankind $ wUch exhibits: 
the moft juft and amiable charaAer of the< 
Deity, and extenfive views of his morsd go^ 
vfTOQient St which not only delineates th^ rule 

of 
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of duty in its fuUeft extent, but alfo enforces 
its obligation by the authority of the Supreme 
Legiflator, who is continually carrying on 
the mod beneficent plan of our redemption, 
from a ftate of guilt and depravity, to hap- 
pinefs and immortal life j does cTidently c- 
vidently eftablifh the praftice of univerfal 
righteoufnefs on the fureft bafis. Now, from 
all this it muft appear, that the genuine fpi- 
rit of the gofpel is that of univerfal virtue, 
which cah be the cffeft only of a juft view, 
and ferious belief, of its divine principles* . 
When, therefore, the true fpirit of religion | 
is declining in any Chriftian fociety, and, on 
the contrary, a fpiritual languor and infenfi« 
bility is growing apace, it muft be in a great 
meafure owing to the following, caufes co- 
operating to produce it, viz. Ignorance of the 
truths and obligations of religion i or, Inat* 
tention to its importance, and connexion with 
true happinefs ; An abfurd fpirit of fceptidfm, 
in fome, as to all religious principles^ in gene- 
ral ; and» A factious and divifive fpirit, in o> 
thers, about matters of lefs importance and 
doubtful interpretation. 

' I. Ignorance of the trutlu religion canaoc i 
fail to produce indifierence td it, and e&c- 
tualiy obftruA improvement in its genuine 
fpirit and temper. And, indeed, it is furpri** 
fing what grofs miftakes and mifreprefenta- 
tions of religion are to be met with amongfl 
people. fevouHd with the beft inftitutipnsr 
and. the beft opportunities of atts^ining «% 
> ligious 
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Ugious knowledge ; naf even iemetimes a- 
mong perfons of improved underftanding, 
and juft tafte» in other branches of ufeful^ 
knowledge. 

The truth is, the care of cultivating reli« 
gious knowledge if but too apt to be negle£):« 
ed by parents and others who have the charge 
of training up youth. * While fome attention 
is perhaps given to point out to them the du- 
ties they owe to fociety, and to teach them 
thoTe accomplifliments which qualify them to 
make a figure in the world, the duties which . 
they, owe to God their Creator, and the means 
of being fitted for his heavenly kingdom, are 
often fhamefully negleAed, as of no import- 
ance or confider^ion. A plan of education 
unconneAed with any religious fyftem, feems 
too much the fa(hionable mode with U9« 
Hence an indifference to religion, and every 
thing connected with it, foon appears j which 
grows every day ftronger and ftronger, and 
attends numbers through all the ftages of their 
after-life. This muft at length iflue in a ftate 
of abfolute infenfibility to moral and religious 
truth. Perhaps fuch perfons ftill retain the 
name of Chriftian in common with others \ 
but they neither know, nor are defirous to 
know, any thing farther of the matter. They 
confider all religions as alike; as a matter 
of mere mode or fafhion, according to the 
difierent taftes and humours of 4iff!srent coun* 
tries. Is then the fpirit and character of the 
Clu*iftian religion to \^ fought for, or to be 

found| 
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{bund» amongft fuch blind and utiprincipled 
i^otaries ? Is not the frequent and fatal ne- 
gle£l of religious education to be juftly viewed 
as one principal fource of ignorance, and that 
ignorance the fource of much licentiouibef^y 
teth of fin&timent and manners ? 

2* But if many are deftroyed for lack of re* 
ligioQslcnowledgei inattention to the troths 
and facred obligations of ftligion makes ha- 
vock of ftill far greater numbers of mankind. 
Many feem to pay a fort of polidcal refped 
to the Chriftian religion* merely as the re- 
ligion of their country, eftabliihed by autho- 
rity, and incorporated with our civil confti- 
cution. A fenfe of decency prevents their de- 
riding and contemning its public inftitutions, 
and produces an occafional conformity to 
them : but their fsuth, or attachment to the 
gofpel, goes no farther. They are neither a* 
vow^ infidels nor found believers $ they have 
- never inquired into its origin, nor the falu- 
tary ends of its promulgation ; they do not 
perhaps call in queftion its truth in general ; 
but they have no ferious convi£tion of its im- 
portance, as a plan for conducting men to e- 
verlafting happinefs : they have a general ex* 
/ peftation of this happinefs ; but they can give 
no reafoix of the hope that is in them. The 
character and difpofiti^n of fuch perfoas with 
refpe£t to religion, is precifely that of the 
church of Laodicea, neither cold nor hot ; 
againft which temper of neutrality and indif- 
ference our Saviour exprefles fo great an a« 

verfion. 
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Terfioti* Is not this ii^^, real amount of the 
religious profeffion of many who pretend to 
tliink more juAly> and to form more exten- 
five views, than the vulgar ? Can we reafon- 
ably exped: that thieir religious faith, if it de« 
lerves the name, fliould have the leaft in* 
fluence on their temper and conduct ? 

3. A fpirit of fcepticifm among the learned 
f nd fpecujative, in proportion as it fpreads^ 
has no fmall influence to abate their zeal and 
attachment to the ChrUlian religion. Super* 
licial reafonings will always have weight with 
fuperficial thinkers. The adverfaries of out 
holy religion have, of late years, changed 
their method of attack. After being fo often 
foiled in the open field, thtj now try to work 
cHeir way imperceptibly, by fecret undermi* 
ning ; the tendency of which is only knowa 
by its effects* By introducing univerfal fcep- 
ticifm, by difputing even the truth of felf-evi- 
ilent principles that are fundamental to all 
reafoning, they lead their difciples firft to 
doubtt and then to deny, the effential princi- 
ples of all religion. And, indeed, from fcep- 
ticifm to downright infidelity, the tranfition is 
natural and eafy. 

At any rate, an indifference to religion 
;nuft certainly fpread, and take deep root, in 
proportion as this fceptical humour prevails 
or gains ground ; and Chriftianity itfelf, the 
nobleft fyftem of diyine truth, and the moft 
proper for reforming the world, be treated 
merely as a fubjeft of fpeculationj which men 
Yot. III. X may 
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may receive or rejeft At plcafurc. Such aca- 
demics in religion, though equally averfe tor 
every religious fyftem, yet might, with a bet- 
ter grace, aflume any other name or pro- 
fcflion than that of Chriftian ; becaufe* if 
the gofpel is of divine original, and promul^ 
gated by the authority of Heaven } if its e*^ 
▼idence be Aich as is fufficient to found a 
rational convi£Uoa of its truth ; in this cafcj 
we are not only bound to give our aflent to 
!t, but to ad upon the principles of that be« 
liefy as a matter of the iaft importance to cur 
eternal faappinefs. If it does, indeed, con- 
tain '• the words of eternal life,** the only 
plan and terms of acceptance with God^ then^ 
furely, to rejcft it with feorn, or even to ne- 
^led to confider it with due attention, muft 
be highly criminai and dangerous : *< How 
*« (hall we cfcap^, i^ we pegl^ft fo great falva-^ 
*« tion?" Heb. ii. 3. 

4. The fame noxious difeafe, of indifference 
to religion, in any fociety, is always greatly 
cberifhed and promoted by a fadious and di« 
^iiive rpirit in others^ by ill-placed and in^ 
temperate zeal about points of lefler import- 
ance» and of a doubtful nature. Scepticifm 
«nd bigotry, how oppoilte foever to one an- 
other, yet are often fimilar in their influence^ 
und produ^ve of the fame effects ; they art 
both equally repugnant to the true fpirit of 
religion. They agree in taking away all dif* 
lin^lion between the primary and fecondary 
pxxi^i fii i;;^Iigion \ the one^ by depreffing 

the 
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.the forxB^F into the obfcurity of the latter § 
tbe other, by exalting ^he latter to the digni^ 
tj and importance of the former. The fcep- 
tic aflaukft the fyftem of religion, by undermi- 
ning its foundation; the bigot, by ere£ting 
an unwieldy fuperfiiuilure of perilling mate* 
rials. 

The folly and pcrvcrfenefs of mankind oft** 

.en change their moft important bleffings into 

real eTils, by abufing them, contrary to the 

intention of the divine goodnefk; And there 

is no public bleffing more frequently pervert-^ 

ed in this manner, than that of liberty, both 

.civil and religious. My fubjeA naturally Iead» 

me to fpeak of the lattery which> though 

one of the beft of earthly bleffings in itfelfy 

yet feldom fails, through mifimprovemens, 

to hatch, under its prolific vring^, many di£'- 

.ferent feAs and paities, who generally profe- 

.cute the intcrefts of their faflion, with- much 

beat and pa^n^ under the name of religious 

zeal. 

It would be extrenaely improper for me, 
at prefeiK,, to make a difTertation on the va- 
rious fc&s and fafiions which enjoy a legal in- 
dulgence amongft us ; and far more, to enter 
into a dlicuilioa of their feparating princi- 
ples. Perhaps It might juftly be thought to 
favour of that very fpirit of animotity which 
we condemn as fo prejudicial to the moral in- 
fluence of true religion. But, in general, 
one may venture to affirm, without offending 
the moft angry difputant, that the far greater 
X 2 ' ' number 
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number of controverfial points among Pro- 
teflants, are carried to a much greater height^ 
and profecuted with a keener zeal, than their 
weight and importance will bear ; that amidft 
£o many quedions, agitated with fo much un« 
charitable humour, the eflentlal points of re* 
ligion feem to be but little underftood, and 
ftill lefs regarded ; and that its moft facred 
laws are often trampled on in the rage of dif*- 
putation. 

What manifold mifchiefs doth not this fac- 
tious and turbulent fpirit produce ? Particu- 
larly in caufing many fuperficial inquirers to 
think, that religion is merely a fubjeft of dif- 
pute and opinion, without any relation to 
life or manners ; that its tendency is fo talc 
from promoting peace on earth/ that it ferves 
only to divide mankind more and more. Thus 
it is, that profeffing Chriftians, by their uir- 
chriftian anipiqfities, have fiirnifhed^ infidch 
with the moft plaufible objeffions againft our 
holy religion : whereas, was this truly ik- 
xniablc inftitution but fairly delineated, as 
taught by our Saviour and his apoftles, and 
its exalted virtues exhibited to public obferva- 
tion, in the lives of its votaries ; it could not 
fail to gain more profelytes, than the moft 
excellent apologies that were ever wiitten in 
its defence. Thefe may convince -^ the judge- 
ment, by difplaying its evidence i but this . 
would reach the heart, and captivate the af- 
fcftions to its love and obedience. 

Happy, indeed, were it for- Pmteftanti, 
" "^ members 
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«iember9 of churches that are called reformed^ 
if the experience of paft ages tau^t them 
.wifdom, to differ in peace and charity, and 
to unite their influence againft the adverfaries 
of their common faith. Was this the cafe, 
our religious controveriies would even be- 
come fewer ia number v becaufe the minds of 
men would be better difpofed for feeing and 
embracing, the truth, which prejudice and pa£- 
£on are fo apt to disfigure,, and conceal from 
our view. 
I ihall proceed to point out^ 

n. The vifible ijmproms of the* prcva*- 
knee and progrefs of this fatal difeafe, of 
indi&rence to religion, amongft ourfelves. 

However difficult it may be to trace thif 
noxious difeaie to its . proper caufes,, yet its 
iymptoms are plain and evident* 

And, I. Where-cver tbb fpirit prevails, it 
^ill natur^y produce a growing neglefb, if 
not a contempt, of the kiftitutions of divine 
worlhip. Outward forms of worihip and de^* 
votion are eflemial to religion^ and abfolutely 
neceffary to fupport the ferious belief and 
impreflion of its truths on the minds of men ; 
and when thefe are difufed, it is> impoffible 
to preferve their dioral influence on our tem- 
per and conduft. In this ientiment all man* 
kind have agreed, let their fchemes of religion 
have been ever fo oppofite j and the fame prin- 
ciple has been ratified and confirmed under 
fll the diij^ofations of true religion. . 
; X^ When* 
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• When, therefore, at any period, wc fee 
numbers who profcfs the Chriftian religion, 
cither conftantly or habitually abfenting them- 
felves from affemblics for divine worlhip j 
vhen fuch frivolous pretences are deemed ftif- 
£cient for excufing their abfence, as they 
would be afhamed to plead in apology for 
the ncgleft of any appointed meeting for bufi* 
nefs, or even pleafure ; or if, when occa* 
iionally they appear in the houfe of God, they 
plainly fhow, by their deportment, that ta 
worfliip the Almighty is no part of their in- 
tention ; if fuch a fpirit as this fhould pre- 
vail, efpecially among thofe whofe example 
niuft have the grcateft influence to form the 
taf^e and manners of the people,, who would 
ixefitate to fay, that true piety was declining 
apace in fuch a fociety^ and that an indiffer- 
ence lo religion was fpreading it& noxious ia*-^ 
jBtience more and more ? 

2. In an age difafiedted to refigton, we 
inay alfo naturally expeA to fee its minifters 
defpifed, even for their work's fake. In eve- 
ry country where the leaft notion of Deity 
has been difcovered, we always find, not on- 
ly places y but perfons too* confecrated to re* 
ligion, for the purpofe of pixfiding in reli- 
gious aifemblies, and dtretHlng the devotions 
of the people. So that this is a principle 
fupported by the common fenfc of mankind, 
that religion, as well as the arts and fciences, 
requires its public miniders and teachers. 
Are then public foundations foi' ipftru^'n^ 

youth 
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yo'ttth in the different branches of literature 
"and ufeful knowledge, fo generally applauded 
and eflablifhcd among all civilized nations f 
and fliall any be found fo abfurd and unresl- 
fbnable, as to account the miniftry of the go* 
ipel an unneceffary inftitution ? 

When, therefore, this facred ofBce is held ^ 
by many in dilrcpute, is made the jeft of the 
fcorner, aind the fong of the drunkard j when 
the fcanty provi(ion allotted for its mainte* 
nance in times of greater refpeft for religion, 
is confidered as an unneceffary and-intolerabfe 
burden ^ when legal taxes, for ftipporting the 
places confec rated to the worfhip of God, 
'arc fubmitted to with the moft obvious reluc- 
tancy, and defrayed with the utmoft poffibic 
-parfimony ; while far heavier impofitions, in 
fupport of expenfive amufements, arc volun^ 
-tarily agreed to, and laid out with the^^great^ 
^ft liberality and dicarfulnefs ; are not all 
thefe appearances, and which too are every 
day incrcafing, too evident a proof, that we 
•arc become ** lovers of pleafures, more than 
<« lovert of God ? * This leads me to oti* 
fcrvc, * 

3. That a people immerfed in luxury and 
^oluptuoufnefs, mnft certainly be declining in 
their religious and moral charafter. A fpirlt 
of levity and diffipation is quite inconfiftctit 
with the wife and manly fpiri^ of religion. 
The only lawful and laudable end of amufe- 
ments, in general, is to unbend and relax 
the mind from its more important purfuit^*; 

s to 
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.to renew its ftrengih and vigour, for profe^ 
curing, with greater facility, the great pur- 
pofes of our being. Here is the proper 
boundary, which we cannot tranfgrefs, not 
only without blame,- but without prejudice 
to our beft intcrefts. When, therefore, a^ 
mufements, even the moft innocent, become 
the only fcrious bufinefs of life ;. when the 
tafte runs fo high, as to comprehend everj 
diftin£l\on of age, condition; or character ; 
when improvements in this way are pur Aied 
^ the moft fuccefsful road to fame ; may it 
not be faid of us, in. the words of the Apoftle 
James, That . *< we live in pleafure,, and are 
•* waxen wanton ? " Is it poffible that pcr- 
fons engaged in fuch a courie of idlenefs and 
diffipation, and whofe whole lifp is a circle 
of* vain and trifling amufements, fhould ever 
find themfelves at leifure, or difpofed, to think 
of their condition in a future world, or the 
means of fecuriag a happy eternity I 

But would to God we. could fay nothing 
worfe of many favourite amufements in vogue, 
than that they are light and trifling. Are 
not fome of them the greateft fnares to vir- 
tue, and incitements, to the bafeft paiGons? 
I mean, the prevailing paflion for lucrative 
gaming, now become the occupation, not 
merely of idle vagrants of the vulgar tribe, 
« in former times,, but of too many of their 
fuperiors in rank and fortune. It is a paffioa 
which has a direA tendency to eztinguiih the 
nobkft virtues^ and to cheriih the meaneft 

vices^ 
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^ices^ in the heart. Juftice and' caxidouv, 
-benevolence and generofity, the principles of 
'honour and friendfhip, and even natural af- 
feAion, are quickly fupplanted by covetout 
nejs, envy, and capricious anger : a fordid 
and infatiable thirft for gain takes entire pof* 
ieifion of the f6ul ; every degree of ' public 
fpirit, every humane and generous fentiment^ 
•is rooted out, or fupprefled, by a mc^an fel- 
fifhneis which governs dll : the important du- 
ties of civil and dosneftic life, the public and 
private exercifes of divine worfliip, fo necef- 
fary to pre(erve a lenfe of religion in the 
minds of nften^ are degle^d^ for the' fake of 
^mufementS) frivolOns in their natUre^ ' and 
ifatal in theik- confequences* 

IIL I (hall conclude with fuggefting fonc 
Nthings, which, if ferioufly attended to» might 
•prove, through the divine bleffing, an efiec« 
<ual. remedy againft fnch diiorders^ and coh^ 
ducive to revive a fpirit of true piety and vto* 
tue amongfl us. 

I. The early inftrudion of youth in the 
principles of divine truth, and wifdom, merits 
furely the firft confideration. Here the foua« 
dation of national virtue muft be laid} with- 
out which, na after difcipHne and culture will 
much avail. -When we ferioufly confider the 
unhappy bias of our minds to error and vice, 
it is highly proper to gi've children an earl^ 
prepoileffion in favour of religion, and that 
•from the very firft difplay of thoughts b#. 

caufe 



^^0 On hidiffer-ence to reli^oOi Scr. i^; 

caufe reafoo will very foon confirm it intc^a 
ffioral habit aod conftttution of mind. Pa- 
rents, and all tutors of youth, ought careful- 
ly to defend children againft the firft impref- 
-fions of impiety, and endeavour to infpire 
.them with a reverence for religion, even be* 
.fore they are capable of underftanding its 
nature* or the various obligations refulting 
.from it. It muft be of great ufe to prevent 
corrupt principles and intemperate paflions 
from taking pofiei&c^ of the mind, and to 
check their firft appearance before they ga- 
ther ftrengthy and are confirmed by habit. 

Let them particularly, with a becoming 

.zeal,, reftrajn and difcourage all fort of lau« 

guage that favours, of impiety or profanenefs^j 

by which the name and honour of the Deity 

^k infultedjiHid his authority codtemncd. The 

segleA of this fisogle circumftapce is fufficient, 

> of itfelfy to harden the heart againft all ferious 

.impreilions of religious truths to the "very^end 

*oflife* 

I cannot pretend, at prefent, to lay down a 
full and particular plan of religious educa- 
.tion, but only to point out fame dangeroits 
miftakes, which ihould be carefully avoided. 
For inftance. While parents and teachers aiie 
at due pains to inftru^E^ youth in the funda- 
mental principles of natural and revealed se- 
ligion, let them, at the fame time, carefully 
guard againft ipfpiring them with a blind and 
intemperate zeal for the diftioguiOiing tenets 
^ a particular party, or a violent averfioata 
.. . ail 
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jdl who differ from them. The common ef- 
feft of fuch a narrow and injudicious educa-^ 
tion^ is either to prejudice them againft reli«' 
gibn in general, as merely a fubje£t of de** 
bate and wrangling ; or to train them up in* 
a habit of contention, and thus to cherifh. 
a Utter and uncharitable fpirit, quite oppo« . 
fite to the meek and peaceable fpirit of the go* 
^peL 

' And to all this let them not fail to add a 
truly pious and virtuous example; which^ 
wfll moft efficacioufly convince them of the 
truth and excellence of religion, as well a^ 
give force and energy to their . inftruAions. 
Thus the natural affedion of children will* 
co-operate with parental authority, in car« 
ryingon their religious improvement. Thir 
is an inftance of zeal for true religion, not 
Only of the greateft importance in itfelf, but 
alfo within the fphere of the generality to ex-»' 
hibit, and is equally productive of public and 
private happinefs. 

' 2. The countenance and example of perfont 
in higher ftations of life, <hi the fide of re- 
ligion, would be of the greateft efficacy to re« 
vive a fpirit of true piety and virtue, and 
diffufe it through the infsrior ranks of men«! 
The principles and practice of the great are 
extremely diffiifive in their influence, e{pe<» 
cially if unhappily favourable to impiety and 
vice : their flatterers and dependents, from 
fervility, conform to their mafters ; and the 
poifoD gradually fpreads through all the in^ 
I, » tennediate 
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termccfiate orders. Thus trreligion may^ ia 
tiine, become even popular and 'prevailing v 
its in&xny, in fome fenfei be taken away^ 
sod ttie fcand^l ieeol rmbier to Ih pn the fide 
of religion and virtue. Nothing then would 
prove fo fovereign and effe£hial a remedy 
for this growing ^evil, as the good example 
of men of power aitd influence. This would, 
foon bring the ftudy and prad^ice of religion, 
into repute ;' a£ls of impiefty and profancneis 
irould becokne master of ihame and reproack 
in the eyes of men, as they are always offen* 
five to God. . ... ^ 

. It deferves to be remembered, to their ever* 
Inftkig' honobr, that it was dhiefly.owing> un» 
der God, to the noble and iparited ^eal of 
our great men, that our happy Reformation 
from the corruptions of. Popery was fuccefs- 
fully brought about. And we may fafely 
add» that it is only by a revival of the fame 
loudal^e apd excellent fpirit, that we can rea« 
fonably hope to fee the practice of true piety 
amd virtue again fiourifh omongft us« This 
would fecure them a more glorious fame thaa 
the heroes of ancient times acquired by their 
valorous achievements, and perpetuate their 
honour through eternity itfelf. 

■ We have furely reafon to blefs God, that, 
even in this age of pleafurc and diffipation, 
we have yet fome eminent example^ of real 
piety and virtue amongft the greateft and 
moft diftinguilhed of our countrymen in 
point oi; rank amd condition ^ who are not 

alhamed 
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alKamcd of the gofpel of Chrift, and whofe 
praife is not of men onl^, but of God : that 
particularly the higheil perfonage in the 
kingdom is not more diftinguifhed by his 
Princely than his Chrift iin virtues. Who 
knows how far the influence of fuch exam* 
pies may at length extend ? Would not a 
juft fenfe of religion revived amongft us, 
prove the moft effcftual remedy of thofe pu- 
blic diforders, which are but too frequent, and 
have become an objeft of ferious attention ? 
By this means a turbulent and feditious fpirit 
would ceafr among the people, their fuperiors 
in rank and power would regain their in- 
fluence over them ; tolthe lofs of which, too 
often chargeable on themfelves, 1 apprehend, 
our prefent commotions may more juftly be 
traced back, than to any other traufe that has 
been afligned. 

Laflfyy Much will ever depend on us, my 
Reverend Brethren of the clergy, for reviving 
a fpirit of true piety and virtue among the 
people. Of all the different clailes of men, 
we arc furely capable of doing the greateft 
fervice or prejudice to the interefts of true 
religion. I (hould almoft think it unnccef* 
fary to fay, that we oughts carefully to pre- 
serve ourfelves, not only from the guilt, but 
even the fufpicion of impiety or wickednefs ; 
becaufe fuch a charafter, in a minifter of 
Chrift, is, at firft fight, and in the eyes of 
all men, abfurd and dejeftable. And I think 
it but jufticc to obferve on thid occafion, that 

VoL.IlL Y ia 
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in this national church inftanccs of this fort 
lefs frequently occur, or are fufiered to pais 
%vith impunitjr, than in any other. Ahhough« 
in fome few cafes, the guilty may poflibly c- 
fcape deferved cenfure, it is no more than 
what muft fometimes happen in judicatories 
niade up of fallible men. At the fame time, 
there is certainly nothing which more de- 
ferves the ftridteft attention, than to preferve 
ihe reputation of our church for purity 
of manners; a reputation which we ftill 
poflefs, and, I hope, will maintain to lateft 
ages. Some other churches may boaft of 
their riches and power, and thereby acquire 
^n exterior pomp and luftre ; but we muft 
ftand or fall, in the eftimation of mankind, by 
the purity of our faith and morals, and an un« 
remitting diligence in the duties of our facred 
office. 

But is merely abftaining from grofier vices 
and offences all that our public character re« 
quires, or the world expedts from us ? Sure- 
ly not. An exalted piety, and exemplary 
virtue, are not only highly ornamental, but 
abfolutely neceffary, to add dignity to our 
charafter, and efficacy to our religious in- 
ftruftions. Such a general temper and de- 
portment will be always looked for from us, 
as becomes thofe who have a high fiandard 
of moral excellence continually before their 
.eyes. Every man of common dircernment, 
can eafily diilingulfh the peculiar fpirit of 
public profeffions, and thofe who arc poir^fT- 

ed 
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ed of it in an eminent degree. Attention tor 
this is nccefiary in every profeffion, not only 
to the reputation of men, but to their fuccefir 
in proTecming the end they have in view. 
And be affured of it, my brethren, the wodd 
is at no lofs to judge, and with preciOon toO, 
when we deviate from the fpirit and rules of 
our iacred office. Allow me to fay, that 
whatever favours of levity and folly fhould be 
carefully avoided, if we would aA up to the 
dignity of our charaAer, and be of real fer^ 
lUce to mankind ; as it always betrays wan( 
of judgement and prudence, and muft thereby 
diminifh the influence of our inAruftions, ia 
proportion as it links us m the cfteem of the; 
public* 

To conclude : Let us endeavour to reviver 
a fpirit of true piety and religion in our* 
ielves ; and who knows how far and wide its 
falutary influence may extend ? Let us care« 
fully fupprefs a fpirit of faftion and party, fiy 
deftru£tive of our mutual union ^ and amidft 
unavoicFable difitrences of opinion, about que« 
ftions refpefting public order^ let us ftill pre- 
fcrvc •* the unity of the fpirit in the bond of 
«f peace.* We are like " a city fet on a hilly 
*< that cannot be hid.*^ Our virtues and vices^ 
and even our defeats and infirmities, are more 
viiible and ftriking than thofe of other men«' 
Let therefore our general temper and de« 
portment favour of true pietyr as becomes 
thofe who are addiAed to the contemplations 
Y Z of 
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of fpiritual and divine objects, and alienated 
from the vanities, as well as the corruptions, 
of the world. *^ Bleifed is that wife and faith.- 
<< ful fervant, whofe Lord> when he cometbj 
•• ihali find fo doing.** 
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The Peace of the Gravc^ 
By John Macxsmzib^. V. D. Ad^- 

JoB| iii. 17. 1 8. 19. 

There the v/icked eeafe from troubling ; arof 

there the weary be at reft. 
There the prifoners reft together^ they hear not 

the voice of the oppreffor. 
The fmall and great are there^ and the fervdnt 

is free from his mafter. 

WHENEVER we are ferioufly difpofed ta« 
turn our thought upon dcathi no' 
view of that awful fubjedl is more apt to ftrike^ 
us, than the complete eqpality which it intro- 
duces among the different ranks and condi-- 
taons of human life^ at the fame time, no' 
view of it' is more afieAing, . nor \t there an^ 
fource from which* we maj; derive mbre im«' 
portant confeqpences* The rivers and ftreams* 
wUch run along the iurface of this^ globe are- 
all equal in their original, whether v^e confi- 
der them in themfelves, or in the comnioJCM 
eaufes from which they- all arile; Some puny 
fount, or contiguous mountain, taught thenv^ 
atfirftto flow ^ but,, in their courfes' along*. 
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the earth, they foon become diftiogiiifhedy 
and by a thoiifand accidents. Some^ fcarce 
iflued from their parent urns, are fwelled with 
fnowsj and augmented by the continual ac- 
cefHon of numen^s ftreams ; tiU, at laft, af- 
fembled from. all quarters into mighty bodies* 
they roll QYer>th€ world with fuperior n^ye- 
fty. Others, unaided by thefe accidental cau- 
fes, admit but fmail increafe, and run along 
in the fame humble channel. This diftindtion* 
. however, is not of long duration : they are 
all to meet finally in one place. After having 
run their appointed courfesj and difplayed» 
for fbmc little time^ their different farces, 
they fall all into the fea, th^ir common re- 
ceptacle. Here their waters are blended, their 
courfes loft, and even their names unknown^ 
Thus, as they were equal in their original^ 
"they are again equal in their end. — This 
is a jufl refcmblanee of human life. Men, 
as they ft and in nature,^ are equal r they are 
equal, when they firft iffue into life, in c- 
very material circumftance ; but, as they pro^ 
ceed, this equality is gradually diminifhed ^ 
it is at laft feemingly altogether deflroyed, and 
becomes to commoa eyes invifible. Some, ia 
the courfe of their progrefs, arc augmented 
with riches, with birth, with honours, titles^ 
and fame ; others are endowed wijh none of 
all thefe acquifitions, bii;- continue in their 
fir ft htimble obfcurity. Some^ again, are hap« 
py, are fortunate, live in the midft of eafe^ 
or health, of mirth^ and jovial pleafures ; 

others 
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others are nnhappy, are unfortunate, prelled 
by many calamities, have thejr health impair- 
ed, and their fplrits broken. Thus the ori- 
ginal equality of nature is deftroyed by va- 
rious eaufes. But neitheii^oes this ftate of 
things continue long. A few years of this 
fcenery elapfed, and death re^or^ this equa* 
lity again, and renders the. appearance of hu- 
man affairs once more uniform. In the grave 
all the diftinjtions of life ceafc. Nature re- 
fumes her rights, and all things are brought 
back once more to their original level. 

Now this view of the event i» infinitely intcr- 
cfting to two oppoiite fets of men, though -in 
a different way, -and for contrary reafons. To 
thoie who are fiifferers by the prefent tncqua- 
»Kty which prevails in life, the profpeft of itiJ^ 
abolition muft be a favourite fubjeA of conw 
templation. It muft be fp in a ftill higher de« 
gree, when their fudferings arc brought upon 
them by the oppreffive exertions of huma^ 
po^er; and when thty conilder it as not only 
delivering them from their troubles, and pla^ 
cing them beyond the reach of their op^reff^ 
ors *, but as difarming their oppreflbrs them* 
lelves of t^at power whi^ch they To greatly ab> 
ufedy and reducing them to a level with thoft 
over whom they tyrannized* This^ indeed^ 
is that hoped-for event which confole& them 
in the midft of their misfortunes y and which, 
in the hours of their bittereft anguiih, they 
figh after with unextinguiihable ardour. How 
juft| tbcn^ how iafiniody pathetic and beau* 

tiful 
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tiful is this mediutton of Job in our text-? 
kow deepl;f fouxklcd in the moft origioal fecL- 
ings of our nature ? Overwhelmed with mifb- 
rj and extreme derpair^ he is reprcfented as 
looking forward to the grave as his laft re- 
fource;. coniidering it as a place where the 
long loft equality of nature fhall be again 
rci^ored, where the troubled in heart fhall 
breathe from their calamities^ where the wic- 
ked ihall ceafe from oppreffing* where the 
weary fhalL reft from all their woes> where 
the long'confined prifoners fhall be fet at li- 
berty, where the rich and the poor^ the powers 
fill and the weak, the mailer and his fcrvant, 
fhall all fit together, in the Tame general re- 
pofe, without rules,, without rank, or prece^ 
dence- To the oppofite clafs of men again, 
to thofe who are gainers by the prefent ine- 
quality, the c¥ent muft appear in a different 
light, and produce a different effed upon 
their fentiments.. But, in this difcourfe, we 
ihall confine ourfelves,, with Job, to the firft 
clafs, and confider the grave inthe.fingle light. 
q( a relief tathe oppreffed% 

la difcourfing farther,, therefore, en this. 
lubjeA, 1 fkall follow the order of the tezt^ 
snd obferve the following method^. 

z. I fhall confider the grave as* a place where 
the wicked ceafe from troubling. 

2« I fhall confider it aa a place where the 
weary are at reft. 

3* I fhall confider it as a place ^ere the 
4iftinAifms of life, are levelled,: where focie* 

tj 
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ty returns to its firft principles, where Nature 
refumes her rights, and every man is replaced 
in his original equality, 

I. In the firft place, I am to coi^fider the 
grave as a place where the wicked ceafe from 
troubliog. 

I mean not at prefent to addrefs the difiip^* 

ted and the gay. Unacquainted, by their own 

experience, with the troubles of UfCf they caa 

kuow them only by the information of others s 

and this information, fhould any one be fin* 

gular enough to ofier tt» they may liften to 

or not as they arc difpofed. The troubling * 

of the wicked is heard' at a. diftance, and af^ 

fedb not their repofe.. It may ceafe or con^ 

tinue without difturbing their fyftem, or prok 

ducing any material change upon their fentt* 

ments. It is you,, my brethren, who, like 

myfdf, . have been tried in trouble, whom I 

now mean to addrefs; Cornet then, and let 

US deicend together into the grave ; let as vi* 

fit the filent kingdom, and draw comfort 

from thofe regions where the wicked only 

can defpair. If we may judge of the purpofes 

of Providence by the events of life, this world 

was not made for »/, nor have we reafi^n to 

confider it as our portion. 

And, in the firft place, in viewing the kin^ 
dom of the dead, obferve the profound quiet 
that reigns there. More ftill than the unruf* 
fled furface of the deep^ the face of this mighty 
empire is trani|uii^ and all is ifolitude and ft- 

lence. 
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knee. Here is no invzRon of property, nor a 
difpute about the limits which divide one maa's 
territory from another. . Every inhabitant poi^ 
fe0es his own narrow houfe, nor feels a wifh^ 
nor can make a motion, to tranfport himfel£ 
into that of his neighbour. Is ilrife then 
ceafed ? is difcord no more ? can the wicked 
no longer trouble i No, my friends, they 
can trouble no more. Hitherto they hav^ 
been permitted to come, but they can go no 
£uther. In like manner {hall your opprefibrs 
be alfo laid low 1 in like manner fliall tiey ceafe 
.from troubling, and you fiiall be delivered* 
That dreadful voice which yet founds in your 
ears ihall fail, nor be able to awaken even the 
faint echo of the tomb. Where^ ye mighty- f is 
BOW your power i Te opprefibrs ! is your rage 
difarmed ? Do ye at laft know yourfelves^ t# 
be but men ? And can you refpe& the ikua* 
tion of thoie over whom fortune hath givca 
you the advantage ? can you ceafe to infult 
them ? No } but Death hath interpoied, and 
his ftem order muft be complied with ; whe- 
ther you incline or not, you muft refiga. 
your power, and ceafe from your oj^reffion.. 
Of all the appearances which this world ex* 
hibitSy there is none. which, if properly ceii<- 
fidered, affords a larger frindof mortifying 
ipeculation, than to fee one man prefuming to 
opprefs another/ In a mind merely philofo*- 
phical, it raifes curiofity ; in a mind ienfible 
and honeft, it excites furprile ; in a mind ca« 
pablc of the noble refisntment of vktue, it 

foufes 
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rouies iodignatxon. . Aik that man who fquee* 
zes the hard-wrought labourer, and drives his 
wretched family from tHeir little habitation^ 
what right he has to opprcfs his brethren I 
Aik him, if the man he opprefles has not 
feme title to the fruits of the earth as well as 
himfelf^ A(k him what the unhappy crea- 
ture has done to forfeit it ? and who made him 
the judge of his demerit ? He will tell you, 
if he thinks your queftion deferves an aniwer, 
that the land is iiSf and that he may do with 
his ov*n what he pleafes. Aik him, then, 4£ 
compaflion at leafi be not a duty ? and if there 
is not a greater pleafure in doing good than 
evil ? Aik him, if it be not an agreeable 
thing to make the people whom Heaven has 
put under his protection happy ? and what 
poffible pleafure he can receive from expofing 
a family to mifery^ O, he will tell you, they 
are idle, and unworthy of favour. This, I 
grant it, may be true in fome inftanoes ; but 
I fear that, in general, it is oftener an apolo- 
gy for oppreffion. The lurking motive more 
commonly is, (and let me hj it is a bafe one), 
that the great man wants to put a little mo- 
ney into his pocket. How mean is this 1 how 
dcfpicable in a man of his appearance ! how 
contrary to every principle of juftice and fo« 
ciety ! let me dare to add, how oppoiite to e- 
very intention of God ! In another light, 
bow poor is the advantage which refults ta 
himfelf ? *That which he pares away in this 
manner from the earnings of the poor, can- 
not 
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not make him more happy, though it ruins 
the family it is taken from. 

I faid, it was contrary to every principle of 
focicty, and to every intention of God. If 
there is a propofition« which reafon can de- 
monftratCy if there is a doArine which fcrip- 
ture is exprefs upon^ it is this, That the power- 
lol men of this world are the agents of Pro* 
\idcncc ; that they 'arc intruded with the 
ftores of heaven, not for their own fakes on- 
ly, but for the benefit of the multitude. How 
clfe will you juftify the ways of Providence, 
or account for that 'inanifcft partiality which 
it has fhowa to fomc men in preference to o- 
thcrs ? If reafon and confcience have any 
weight, and the fcriptures of God themfelvcs 
are not the produAio^ns of a party ; every man 
pofiefled of property or power is abfolutely 
accountable, in this very light, for the ufe 
flrhich he makes of his pofleiliom. But as if 
this were not fufficient, and Natisire were ftili 
fufpicious that her intentions might be mifta* 
ken ; as an additional, n^otive to difpenfe her 
favours properly, there is a pleafure annexed 
to the aftion kfelf more exquifite than even 
the heart which has fdt it can conceive. Can 
there be a pleafure more fublime than to make 
a generous ufe of our pofieffions;— to raife 
the fallen i to foothe the feelings of diftrefs; 
to relieve modeft merit when it ftruggles with 
advcrfity ; to fee the eyes of men kindle into 
kindnefs at your approach j to hear families 
who owe their being to your goodnefs, blcfs 

your 
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your name, and purfue you with their praifes ? 

Human nature has been fometipies taxed 
with ingratitude, but in moft cafes unjuftly. 
This vice, I will be bold to fay, is not a ge- 
n'cral failing ; and the obfervation. That a man 
whom you have loaded with favours is unea- 
fy under the weight, and becomes your ene- 
my, hecaufe he cannot repay them, is the 
maxim of a malignant philofophy, unfupport- 
cd by rcafon or experience. The ^faft more 
commonly is, that few favours are. done in 
this world but from felfifli motives ; and when 
your bencfaftor receives not the return he ex- 
pected, (which perhaps it is njDt in your power 
to give), he is difappointed and chagrined. 
This is not benevolence. On the part of the 
beftower, it is an abfolute bargain for value 
to be received ; it is taking a man at an ad- 
vantage, and making your own terms with 
him ; it is a tacit compaft, but to which you 
are often fo far from aflenting, that you even 
have not a fufpicion of the motive. A difin- 
terefted benefactor is never difappointed : it 
is a higher pleafure to give than to receive. I 
maintain, that, fetting gratitude without thp 
queilion, good offices reward themfelves j and 
that, if nature is not forced, every return e- 
ven will follow which is in the power of an 
obliged heart to make. The ingratitude of 
mankind, when it is adduced as a reafon for 
with- holding favours, is a pretence invented 
by the felfifh to excufe their own condudt to 
the world: it has been invented, and is made 

Vol. III. Z ufc 
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ufc of, by thofe who never knew the pleafurc 
of a generous aAion, and who would charge 
their own infcnfibility, and the inftances of 
their oppreilion, upon the vices of mankind. 
But, my brethren, (for I will ftill prefiime 
to call you fo), if thefe motives affeA you not, 
let me fuggcft one which you muft feel. In 
fo fliort a life as this, why would you op- 
prcfs ? Before you have well opened the 
fcene, death will clofe it, and divide you from 
the fruits of your oppreffion. If you cannot 
think of be (lowing favours, at leaft abftain 
from injury. You will not long enjoy the 
pleafure (if you think it one) of hearing the 
widow mourn. Before you can tear his gar- 
ment from the orphan, before he is reduced 
to fuch a ftate, as to render your enjoyment 
complete, the delufion flies, you yburfelvcs 
are low, and need that mercy which you 
now refufe to others. See the grave itfelf is 
moved, and ftands open to receive you. Yes, 
my afflifted friends, the period of their op- 
preffion is {hort ; and the more violently they 
drive, the more rapidly will they approach to 
the end of their courfe. There they will 
ccafe from troubling 5 their inexorable hearts 
will beat no more ; you will be delivered from 
their dominion. Free among the dead, you 
^vill enjoy that repofe you were deprived o£ 
here, nor ever more be fubjefted to their au- 
thority. For, 

II. The 
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II. The grave is a plac€s^herc the weary 
are at reft. How foothing is this fentiment^ 
The weary are at reft ? There is fomething in 
the expreffion which aSe£ts the heart with uu- 
common fenfatioivs^ and produces a fpecies of 
delight, where tranquillity is the principal in- 
gredient. The fentiment itfelf is extenfive, 
and implies many particulars : it implies not 
only that we are delivered from the troubling 
of the wicked> as in the former claufe ; but 
from every trouble, and every pain, to 
which life is fubjeftcd. Thofe only who have 
themfelves been tried in aftli^ion, can feel 
the full force of this expreffion. Others may 
be pleafed with the fentiment, and affe^ed by 
iympathy. The diftrefled are at once pleafed 
and comforted. — To be delivered from trou- 
ble I — to be relieved from power ! — to fee 
oppreflion humbled ! — to be freed from care 
and pain, from ficknefs and diftrefs ! -* to lie 
down as in a bed of fecurity, in a long obli- 
vion of our woes ! — to fleep in peace, with- 
out the fear of interruption ! — How pleafing 
is the profpe£l ! how full of confolation I 
The ocean may roll its waves, — the warring 
winds may join their forces, — the thunders 
may fhake the ikies, and the lightnings pafs 
fwiftly from cloud to cloud : but not the 
forces of the elements combined, not the 
founds of thunder, nor of many feas, though 
they were united into one peal> and diredled 
to one point, can fhake the fecurity of the 
tomb. The dead hear nothing of the tumult ^ 
Z 2 they 
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they fleep foundly ', they reft from their cala- 
mities upon beds of peace. Conduced 10 fi- 
lent manfionsj they cannot be troubled by the 
rudeil afiaults, nor awakened by the loudeft 
clamour. The unfortUYiate, the opprefled, 
the broken-hearted, with thofe that have Ian- 
guifhed on beds of ficknefs, reft here toge- 
ther : they have forgot their diftrefles ; eve- 
ry forrow is hufhed, and every pang extin- 
guJflied. 

Hence, in all nations, a fet of names have 
arifen to convey the idea of death, congenial 
with thefe fentiments, and all of them expref- 
five of fupreme felicity and confolation. — 
How does the human mind, prefled by real 
or imagined calamities, delight to dwell upon 
that awful event which leads to deliverance, 
and to defcribe and folicit it with the faireft 
flowers of fancy ! It is called, the harbour of 
reft, in whofe deep bofom the difaftered ma- 
riner, who had long fuftained the afiaults of 
adverfe ftorms, moors his wearied veflel, ne- 
ver more to return to the toffings.of the • 
wafteful ocean. It is called the land of peace, 
whither the friendlefs exile retires, beyond 
the reach of malice and injuftice, and the - 
cruelleft arrows of fortune. It is called the 
hofpitable houfe, where the weather-beaten 
traveller, faint with traveling pathlefs deferts, 
finds a welcome and fecure repofe. There no 
cares molcft, no paffions diftraft, no enemies 
defaine ; there agonizing paid, and wound- 
ing infamy, and ruthkfs revenge, are no 

more} 
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tnore ; but profound peace^ and calm pa& 
£ons» and fecurity which is immoveable* 
*« There," fays Job> ** the wicked ceafe fron* 
•* trooblingy there the weary are at reft i 
•• There the prifoners reft together ! they 
** hear not the voice of the opprefTor ! The 
•*- fmall and the great are there, and the fcr- 
♦• vant is free from his mafter ! " It is in thi» 
manner that the human mind, whofe ope- 
rations are. all conducted by the moft curious 
mechanifm, rejoices at the pro^edt of deaths 
when it images to itfelf the reverfion of ix» 
ealamities* 

HI. r o^stuvE, then, in rEe laft pFace^ 
that the grave is a place where the diftinc-^ 
tions of life are levelled, where fociety re- 
turns to its firft principles, where Nature re-^ 
fumes her rights, and where every man is re* 
placed in his original equality. 

Next to the influence of ourpaffions, moflr 
of the calamities which man infliftsonman, a* 
rife from the unequal, though neccffary, dif- 
tribtition of property and power. Dazzlcct 
with riches and difti nations, we are apt tc^ 
confider ourfelves, when we obtain pofleffion,, 
not as men appointed to colleft and preGdc 
©vcr the common ftorcs of Providence, but 
as undoubted heirs of exclulivc advantages,, 
and fuperior, in' the very nature of things,, 
to the general mafs of mankind. Than this 
there cannot be an errpr more fatal, either 
in theory or in life. TK& vaft globe on whick 
25 3 wc 
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\7C (land, is inhabited by millions of rational 
creatures y who have all an equal right to her 
produAions. But as it is impoffible, in the 
nature of things, that we can all poflefs ; and 
as a greater fum- total of happinefs is produ- 
ced by the prefent arrangement ; it hath plea- 
fed the policy of Providence to put this earth, 
with her produftions, under the diredlion of 
a few, who manage, under God, for the great- 
er good of the whole. This- is the original 
of all property and power, and the final ends 
which Providence propofes to accomplifh from- 
the prefent inequality in thefe circumftanccs 
which prevails among men. And, considered 
in this view, the policy is moft benevolent, as 
well as profound. The diflinftion of ranks, 
the fubordination among men, and the reve- 
rence for power, when confined within their 
proper limits, and the ends of their InAitution 
kept in view, are all very neceflary in our fy- 
ftem. But the amazement of a contemplative 
man proceeds from this, that thefe lords of 
the earth, who know tbemfelves to be but 
men, and whofe hearts are confequently in 
the fccret, fliould, from this circumftance, 
take occafion to become tyrannical, and con- 
vert the very depofits of Providence into in- 
ftruments of oppreffion ; — that, forgetting 
the ends of their pre-eminence, they fhould 
miftake pajfejjlm for right^ and aft as if this 
world, with its inhabitants and produftions, 
was created for their ^private advantage; — 
that, miftaking property for power, they ihould 

creft 
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CTcCk themfelves into tafk-mafters, and make 
impious war upon the freedom of the fpecies* 
The advantages of fociety, though nume- 
rous, make perhaps but poor amends for the 
confequences which follow when her principles 
are thus corrupted; — when tlie felfifh and 
tyrannical difpofitions find themfelves proteft- 
ed by power, and the original equality of men 
is forgotten or difclaimed. Hence the info- 
lence of office, the fenfelefs vanity of birth, 
the felf-importance of riches, the mean lan- 
guage of flattery, and the groans of the op- 
prefled, which found from all quarters of the 
earth. Nor does the evil ftop at private life. 
It is the fource of half the vices which over- 
whelm the globe. Here Avarice borrows his 
^llingroffing meafure, Pride his fupercilious 
brow, and Ambition his torch, with which 
he fets the world on fire. By thefe the earth 
is laid wafte, our nature -debafed, the fpecies 
enflaved, the rights of mankind are ravifhed, 
and the facred fire of liberty is extinguifhed in 
ftreams of human blood. — Let none ima- 
gine, that I mean to confine this abufe to 
that clafs of men whom we call the great. It is 
the confequence of power of every fize, be it 
great or fmall, in high life or in low. It is 
a general, but mortifying remark, that na^ 
man, or fet of men, were ever yet inverted 
with unlimited privileges, which they did not 
wanton with and abufe. It is aftonifhing to 
obferve, that, even whatever may have been 
his former circumftances^ a man no fooner 

finds 
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finds himfelf poflefled of a little power, t&att^ 
be forgets the purpofes for which it was be- 
fiowed, and converts it to the opprei&on of 
his brethren. However humbling the reflec— 
tion^ it is a fajt, that, generally fpeaking, thofe 
who have power^ and thofe who have none^ 
ai*e a£hiated by the fame principles \ and the 
difference between the two clafles appears^ 
from multiplied experiments, to be a mere dif- 
ference of fituation. This is a general remark 
upon the human charaAer. To-day we fuf- 
fer, to-morrow we opprefs. Vain man ! how 
jfoon, and by what flight accidents, is his rea- 
fon overturned I He firft, with many a weary 
ftep, and many an anxious ppayer to Heavea 
for fuccefs, purfues fome favourite fcheme of 
happinefs. What vows does he not make^ 
that, if Providence will but affift his endea- 
vours, he will for ever retain a grateful .re<- 
memberanee of the i>enefifc ? But he has no- 
fooner obtained this object of his wifhes, than^ 
forgetting all his prayers, and vows of grati- 
tude, he prefumptuouily afcribes the whole to 
his own merit ; boldly arrogates the^ partial 
indulgence of Heaven to himfelf as his right ^ 
and, proceeding from one ftep of pride, of 
oppreilioni and folly,, to another, he fhakes 
^ aloft the rod of power, makes himfelf a god 
in his own imagination, and forgets that incn 
are his fellow-creatures. 

From a review of the miferies of human 
life, as well thofe which arife from the pre- 
ftnt inecjuality of power among mankind, a« 

thofe 
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thoFc which arife from the ui^equal diftribii- 
tion of bappinefs itfelf, men of warm fancies, 
and generous difpofitions, have been led to 
imagine, that human affairs were not always 
in this fituation. They have too Tiaftily per- 
haps concluded, that a fcene (uch as this world 
at prefcnt exhibits, ^ould not come originally 
from the hands of an all-benevolent God j-— 
that it muft have fucceeded in confequence of 
fome deep and remarkable corruption. They 
have imagined a golden age, when men lived 
as they came from the hands of their creator, 
free, fearlefs, innocent, virtuous, and inde- 
pendent. Then, fay they, were there no 
wars to defolate the world, nor no frauds put 
in prafticc among brethren. The feeds of a- 
nimofity were not yet fown, nor was the foil 
prepared to receive them : no deceit lurked 
in the heart, no cloud darkened the brow j 
but man met man with ereft countenances, 
the confequence of freedom, of innocence, 
of mutual confidence, and of independence* 
The furious paffions which lay waftc the hu- 
man conftitution, had not yet begun their ruin* 
ous progrefs. Anger, envy, revenge, ambi- 
tion, and criminal love, were not known. 
Nor had Luxury as yet invented her fatal arts, 
to enervate the mind, and to rack the body 
with acute difeafes ; nor were the neceflariet 
of life procured, as now, with fweat and la- 
bour. Men lived fimply. Reclined at their 
eafe, beneath iliady trees, or by the fide of 
brooks and flreamsj the firfl inhabitants of the 

earth 
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earth led lives devoted to love, to joy^ zaA 
innocence. And as all the paiHons were tuned 
to harmony within, fo the elements without 
were in perfeft concord with thefe delightful 
movements. No cloud deformed the face of 
heaven, no ftorm had as yet gathered over the 
affrighted mariner| no thunders bad been 
heard to roll ; the fun fhone fereoely, the 
gales blew foftly, the face of the deep was 
placid, there was an eternal fpring, and eve- 
ry heart beat with joy, and all nature was 
filled with happinefs. Such, they imagine^ 
were the fcenes of the firft men, and fuch is 
the felicity which the human heart fo pafiia* 
nately defires. 

But while we foothe our minds, by looking 
back to a happinefs which (if ever it exifted) 
is now no more ; it will afford us higher con«- 
folation to look forward to a ilate which real- 
ly lies before us. Before us lies a peaceful 
empire, where the miferies of life are huihed, 
and where all the caufes which agkaise- this op* 
per world are deftroyed. In the grave, all the' 
difiinAions of life ceafe. Nature refumes her 
rights, and all things are brought back once 
more to their original level. Human life re* 
turns here to the point from which it at firft 
fct out; it ends where it began, and correfts 
all its deviations. The fens of Nature refumc 
their firft equality, and take poilefiion of their 
places without diftindion. Riches add power^ 
rank and fplendour, influence and ambition, 
every circumftance which gave one man power 

over 
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OTer another, and enabled him to aSufe it, 
difappear for ever. The rich and the poor 
are . not now diftinguifhed ; the humble and 
the great unite ; the fuccefsful warrior and the 
peaceful peafant meet in one place, and mingle 
their duft together.; the groans of the na« 
tions ceafe, the opprefied are freed, their grim 
tyrants retire, Nature aflerts her firft rights^ 
and the whole world meet once more upon 
equal terms, and appear upon the fame level. 
How fingular. how entirely novel, is the fcene ? 
Efcaped from the ftorms of life> they appear 
with ghaftly vifages, like men worn with /cr- 
irice, and exhaufted with the confliA. At 
this folemn meeting, the nations feem firuck 
With filence, deep, long, and profound, which 
remains uninterrupted, and which no future 
accident can tempt them afterwards to violate. 
What an awfiil appearance ! and how intereft- 
ing is the fituation ! It is the winding up of 
the prefent ftate, and the laft fcene which 
Nature exhibits to her children ; it enables 
us at lad to eflimate the real value of the 
world : thofe who would not obferve it foon- 
er, muft obferve it now, and draw the proper 
concluiions. 

Thus, Chriftians, I have treated this, fub- 
jeft under the feveral heads propofed. I have 
endeavoured to exhibit to your view the moft 
interefling fpeftacle which you can contem- 
plate. I have delcribed the mixed condition 
X>f the pre&nt ftaie ; as confining of power 

and 



iij6 The peace of- the grave. Ser. 14. 

and AfbjeAion, of happinefs and affliftion^ 
of opprejQion and of fufiering. I have noticed 
alfo the final end and mighty winding up of the 
%vhole fcene. You have feen all the diftinftions 
of this lower world levelled at once, the ori- 
ginal equality of men reftored, and human 
labours and human fufferings conducted to a 
period. — What, then, are the juft conclu- 
fions ? and what is the improvement we may 
draw from a fubjeft fo interefting ? 

In thc^rft place, You who are ready to fink 
under the calamities of life ! be comforted. 
The day of your deliverance draweth nigh, 
the morning of your falvation, which you are 
now fo ardently foliciting. There is only one 
circumftance which can difappoint your de- 
^res, and that is vice. A glorious redemption 
awaits you beyond the grave ; render not your- 
fclves unworthy of it. 

Again, You who enjoy the fun-fhine of for- 
tune I be not, be not intoxicated. Vain is 
that pre-eminence on which your ftate is 
founded. Time is faft carrying you to the end 
of your enjoyments, and nothing can avail you 
but virtue. 

In the next place. Let us learn, from a re- 
fiew of the whole fubjeft, not to value our- 
fclves by ourfituations in this -life.* Thefe fi- 
tuations are neceflary, and it is neceflary that 
fame fhould fill them. It would feem, that 
God hath varied our circumftances, that hu- 
man nature may have an opportunity of dif- 
playing itfclf in every fituation. To be flavifh 

in 
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in adverfity, is improper; to be infolent in 
profperity, is ridiculous. The only circum- 
.ftance which we ought to be folicftous about ia 
€very lituation, is our own conduft. This will 
furvivc when difiindtions of every other nature 
arc 4cftroycd, when the heavens themfclvesf ' 
are no more, and when ail nature fhall fink 
in> one common defolatioa* 

I obfcrve, fourthly ^ That the human un- 
^erftanding can hardly engage in a fpeculation 
which affords it not an additional proof of 
the benevolence of God. There cannot pof- 
iibly be a ftronger, nor a more fingular^ in- 
ftance of this, than the prefent. I would have 
you obfcrvc it with attention.— The evils of 
life have beeo long, and, in one icnfe, juft- 
ly complained of. We cannot pretend, per- 
haps, to fay from what fource they arifc, or 
what certain good purpofc they were intend- 
ed to anfwer in the creation. 'I'hey muft be 
neceffary, otherwife they would have no place . 
in the fyfliem. But one remark is ftriking, 
and demands your attention • The grcateft 
calamities, what we would call the pureft 
and moft pofitive evils, are qualified with a 
proportion of happinefs ; and fuch a propor- 
tion as enables a man, almoft on every occa- 
fion, to endure them ; and, on fome occa- 
fions, even to rife fuperior to them, and dc- 
fpiCe thena. Death itfelf, the greateft calami- 
ty which can befal our fpecies, is not with« 
out its confolations* It puts an end, indeed, 
CO our e^tiftence here y but does it not^ at the 
YoL*III. A a fame 
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fame time, put an end to our pains ? Does 
it not hu(h our cares, bury owr misfortunes^ 
and deftroy our miftakes for ever from our 
remembrance ? The wicked ccafe from trou- 
tling, the weary reft ; every diftinAion of life, 
^nd fo^rce of oppreffion, is levelled, and for- 
gotten. -^ Tet, I muft confefs, there is feme- 
thing mournful, as. well as pleaiing, in the 
profpcfl:. The weary reft in the grave. Is 
ihiSi then, the end of their toils ? is it the 
laft retreat of their virtue ? Are all their 
fchemes> their hopes and fears, their cares 
and prorpc6:s» fhrunk within this little mea* 
fure ? Tell me, Chriftians, do you not here 
fee the neceftity of a ftate of fiitu^^f exiftence \ 
Do you not fee the goodneis, as well as ju- 
ftice, of God, in providing it ? Without this^ 
the repofe of the grave, peaceful as it is, 
would afford but a mournful confolation. It 
is this which brightens the profpeft, and com* 
pletes the hopes, of the unfortunate. We 
^hall live^ aAd meet again ; the reparation is 
not eternal •, w^ fhall meet on a fafcr ihore, 
vhere the wicked ihall not trouble, where 
/:are and pain fhall ceafe, and every affliftioa 
i)e forgotten. , 

I obferve, then, lajlly.'i what a fource of 
xonfolation is tjie belief of a future ftate it- 
felf to the affliifted ? Whoever fcrionfly rc- 
ile£>s upon humap life, muft fee the amazing 
utility of this do^rine ; he muft even fee its 
pbfolute neceffity. Th« affiftions of life (in« 
^^^d \x^ every iituation) a^e fo many, often 
. .. fo 
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lb grievous, and the fenfibility of an honeft 
heart ftruggling with unmerited calamity, i^ 
Co great, that, unlefs Nature had given us the 
principle of hope, as a refource within our- 
felves, to which we might always recur in 
^afes of extremity, the worthieft part of man- * 
kind would defpair, and grow frck of a world 
where they are expofed to fuch a weight of 
fiiffering, and where power, oppreffion, and 
rapine, are fo prevalent. It is a juft obferva- 
tion. That " Man never isy- but aiways^c> ^^j 
•* bleft." It is hope which makes us face dif- 
ficulties, wreftle with misfortunes, and^rife 
Unconquered from calamities, which would o- 
tlierwife criifh us to the duft^ and make ui 
cry out, in the defpair of our hearts, " It is 
** better for us to die than to live." The fairiC 
principle which accompanies and fuppons us 
iti every diftrcflrng fcene of life, and even 
prevents us often from throwing away life it- 
fclf as an intolerable burden, carries our 
views into a future ftate, and difpofes us ir- 
j^efiftibly to look for that happinefs there, 
which we have laboured after here in vain. 
This is the great fweetener of human life > 
this is that powerful cordial which qualifies 
adverfity, and enables us ft ill to live on, a- 
midft numberlefs difcouragdments. 
• The happinefs which we purfue in this worjd, 
• is deceitful and fugacious. It glitters before 
us like a falfe fire which embarraffeS the be* 
nighted traveller ; ftill we advance, and ftill it 
flies ; in vain we double our fpeed^ and reach 
•- . A a z -after 
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after what is not ; the gay delufion ftill ixiock^ 
cur toil, and eludes our grafp ; yet we ftill 
purfue. At laft, having fufficiently fported 
witb our credulityi it evanifhes at once, and 
leaves us a prey to perplexity and defpair. 
Not fo the happinefs of a future ftate. Like 
a light hung out upon aftormy coaft^ to di« 
reft the diftrefled mariner, we fteer to it 
through millions of furrounding waves. In. 
vain the tempeft befets us, and Night falls 
with all its fhades. We keep it fteady in our 
eye through the gloom, and brave the oppo* 
fition of the elements ; fecure that, ifwecaa 
but reach the defired hayen, we (hall find a 
fhelter from the ftoi^m, and an agreeable and 
fafe retreat from the perik of a difaftrous 
voyage. The profpeft of that reft beyond tho^ 
grave to which the weary tend, the profpedt 
of that agreeable repofe which ihall crown 
the period of their toils when time to them 
ihall be no more, is that anhnating principle 
which makes them defpife the calamities of 
life, that are fo fooa to have an end ; which, 
makes them bear the contumely of the proud 
man, that muft fo foon be laid in the dud ;. 
and which makes them endure the want of 
riches^ of honours, and eafe, and of all that 
the world accounts comfortable in life. They 
rcfleft, that the troubles of life, however grie- 
vous, . cannot always continue ;. th^t power 
and diftinftion, however flattering, muft- fooa 
diiappear, and be forgotten j that the grave 
is the great receptacle of human vanity, whi* 
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ther ftrength and infirmity, youth and age^ 
beauty and deformity, arc faft carried by am 
krefiftible fatality. They refledl, that they 
are travelling to their proper country 5 a land 
. q( peace and fecurity, a land of liberty and 
joy, where no grief, no vice, nor oppreffion^ 
nor calumny, nor contention, Ihall ever en-* 
t.er 5 where tbe ikve fliall obtain his freedom^ 
where the prifoncr fhall break his fetters^ 
where the weary fhall forget their tolls, where 
the tears of the afflifted. fhall be wiped away, 
where . the. wicked ihall ceafe from trou- 
bling, and where the dreadful voice of the op-r 
preflbr fhall never -b? heard any more. The 
thought, too, of fo many happy fpuls, af- 
fembled from different quarters of the world '^ 
fouls tried in.adverllty, and united, by mutual 
fyrapathy with one another's fufferings, into 
one benevolent fociety •, — this thought, I fay, 
will be full of the fubli.aieft corftfort, and ex- 
c.eedingly heighten the confolation. Thci^ 
they w^ll £nd thofe tried minds who have- 
experienced the deep reverfes of fortune j. 
there thofe firm patriots who have made the 
welfare of mankind their c^re, who. have 
ftood amidft the ruins of country, of friends, 
and family, and beheld them falling round 
them, without being able to afford them any 
aid ; there they will fee- thofe gentle fpirits,s 
who, without any fault of theirs, by the con- 
currence of unavoidable circumftances, being, 
plunged in deep and irretrievable dtftrefs,. 
Jo^yCf in the flower of youth and beauty,^ and 
A a 2, hi£la. 
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high expeftations, f^en their youth droop, theiif 
beauty ifade, their fiends defert them, their 
cxpeAations pertfh, , and have, at laft, them- 
felves funk lamented to the grave,, overwhelm-*^ 
ed by a ferie$ of unforefeen calamities, and aa 
immature prey to death ; there, iiv fhbrt, they 
will fee all thofe fouls who have been familiar 
with diftrefs, whom, while in life, a black cloud 
of misfortunes always furroundcd, and whofe- 
deaths have afibrded iubjecl for many a tragi-^ 
cal ftory, and drawn tears from many a liften* 
ing audience. They now breath from their- 
fufrerihgs, they reft upon beds, they walk in? 
full fecurity j they now talk over their cala- 
mities at full leifure, they give and receive 
mutual confolation, they fwcetly difcourfe o£ 
things paft, they delight to tell, and to hear>. 
^nd to repeat the hiftory of one another's 
woes; what calamities they encountered, what 
difficulties they furmounted, and by what a 
long train of cruel and fucceflive misfortunes 
they aK laft fell. Filled' with thefe fublimc i- 
deas, and having fo exalted a fcene * in pro- 
fpeft, the wretched forget their prefent fuf- 
ferings. They overlook the ihdrt interval of 
' life, and feel not the one half of the weight 
with which their misfortunes would otherwifc 
©pprefs them. 

But where will the tyrant dwell? and 
what portion is referved for the oppreflbr ? 
His maniion too awaits him, and a provifion 
which is fuited to his defervings. Darknefs 
s:nd Defpair appear, and expand their re-- 
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gfons to receive him. He has had his por-^ 
tioDi and he may remember the ufe he madcf 
of it. H^re let us drop all confiderauon of 
the partial -fituations of men: in the prefent 
ftate. Let us apply ourfelves to them as men ;. 
kt us raifc our voite in the common, caufc of 
kumanity, and let the world give attention. 
For what is all this buftle, this noife, this 
hurry, and trepidation ? For what is all this 
wickednefsy this expence of confcience and 
good fame, this uncommon cagernefs which 
men fhow to circumvent one another ? Is it, 
who fliall be richeft, who fhall have moft 
acres of land» who fhall enjoy the highefl 
place in the opinion of his frail fellow-crea- 
tures, that is the grand queftion I For (hame, 
Chriftians I leave this trifling, this play of 
boys, and remember that you are immortal. 
There. i$ nothing la this world of importance 
enough to make you wicked ; there is hardly 
any thing in it of importance enough to en^ 
gage your anxiety for a moment. Extend 
your views beyond this fhadowy fccue into 
the regions of eternity. Here is a real field 
to employ the folicitude of an immortal fpi- 
rit. Even granting the objefts you now fo' 
fondly purfue to be matters of moment in 
them^lves, which no wife man will fay they 
are, the fhortnefs of their duration reduces 
them again to nothing, i The affliftions of life 
arc too fliort to be a reafonable ground of 
defpondency ; the goods of this world are 
too precarious to.be the fubjeft of much va- 
nity 5 
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nity ; the rewards of wickednefs are too tran&- 
tory, to be con/idered, in any refpeft, as a 
tompenfation for the important facrifices 
which muft be made to attain them. Why, 
then, will we fwcat, and toil, and vex our- 
felvcs in vain ? Why will we contend to the 
death for the acquifition of fuch perifliable 
materials ? Confider what it is you have pla- 
ced your affeftions on ; a few grains of duft^ 
whic^ an accidental breath of wind fhall blow 
for ever from you. Above all, why will wc 
be wicked ? Since life is fo frail and tranfi- 
tory, what madnefs is it to convert fa fhort 
an exigence into a fcene of turbulence and 
oppreflion ? Ah, Chriflians ! this is not the 
way to be happy. Youth and life fly on hafty 
wings. ^While we Dve, let there be peace a- 
mong us. We are brethren, we have the: 
fame enemies, and the fame common calami-, 
ty will overtake and overwhelm us all. The 
ills of life are many of them unavoidable. Xet 
us not increafc them by our diviiions ; let us. 
rather, while we are yet together, unite a- 
gainft the common enemies of our exiftence ;. 
let us bear one another's burdens i let us al- 
leviate one another's pains ; let us enter cor* 
dially into one another's iltuations. What a 
fecne of happinefs might this world, even ia 
its prefent ftate, be rendered, were men but 
willing to improve their opportunities ? There 
. is hardly a man fo low in life but he has fomc 
of his fellow-creatures at his mercy, t* fome 
jperfoa whonj he has it in his power to be 
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l:ind to Ah, my friends 1 how high is the 
enjoy meat to contemplate the happinefs which 
we have been the occafion of to others ! Did 
you ever feel the plcafure of doing a generous 
action ? Did you ever feel that exalted joy 
which overflows the great hearts of the be- 
nevolent, when they are furroilinded with ' 
thofe whom they have made- happy ? There 
is not an enjoyment in this world equal to it ( 
not the pofieffion of riches, not the pleafures 
of beauty, nor even the charm of friendfhip. 
The felfi(h aft againft their own principle* 
when they afpire not after this. And, gra- 
cious God ! what have thoie to anfwer for 
who have had it in their power to make mul- 
titudes of their fellow-creatures happy, and 
have neglefted the glorious, but ncvcr-to-be- 
retrieved, opportunity ? What a heart muft 
that man have to whom Heaven gave wealth 
and influence, as much as his foul could de* 
fire, and who yet, on looking back from his 
death-bed upon his pad life, can recoUeft 
no one good aftion which he ever did with 
it ? If there is a power above who looks up- 
on this life with equal eyes, muft not » 
wretch Jike this tremble to approach him f 
Will he not have fome dread, that thefc, or 
the like queftions will be put to him : What» 
Sir, have you done with your ample fortune T 
Where arc the hungry whom you haVe fed { 
Where are the naked whom you have clo- 
thed ? Where are the prifoners whom you. 
have relieved I Have you ever comforted 
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the widow, whik her lofs was ftill recent, atwf 
the tear was yet on her cheek ? Have you 
ever taken the orphan home, whom you have 
lien pafs by you in the moft forlorn diftrcft, 
and whofe condition was the more to be pi* 
tied, as h« knew not yet the greatnefs of 
his own mifery ? Have you ever raifed the 
worthy man' whom Adverfity feemed to take 
ia pleafure in oppreiling, and who yet could 
0Ot complain^ nor tell his own flory, ia 
order to move compailion ? Where is the 
mouth that blefles you ? Where is the fami- 
ly that calls you their benefaftor ? 
' But, my brethren, let us never imitate fa 
worthlefs an example. Be it our bufinefs ta 
be kind and ufefuL O God ! ^ur commotr 
parent ! infpire us with generous and nobiC 
fentiments •, banilh every thing that is little^ 
every thing that is felfifh and low, from our 
glowing bofoms. Let us refolve this moment^ 
that, whatever we ffave been, from hence- 
forth we will be good and benevolent. Come, 
my hearers I come all, and let us fwear eter* 
nal friendfhip. Let us promife, in this vir- 
tuous moment, that we never will injure one 
another more. Lo I Death advances with 
gloomy fpeed. Already the heavens begin to 
lowr. Let us hafte, and da fome good ac«« 
tion i left we be overtaken before we have put 
our virtuous refolutions in practice* Let us 
join in one ftrift embrace, that, when the boll 
comes, it may ftrike us locked ki one an- 
other's arms* Let us live like men,, that we 
^aj die like Cliriftiaus« 



SERMON XV. 

The excellency of the fpirit of Chriftianityi^ 
By^ William Leechman, D. D. 

Preached before the Society in Scotland for pro- 
pagating Chriftian Knowledge, at Edinburgh^ 
June 5. 1767. 

2 Tim. i. 7. 

For God hath not given us the fpirit of fear \ 
but of power ^ and of hve^ and of a found 
mini. 

IT IS very probable, ttat the apoftlc wrote 
this fecond epiftle to Timothy in the time 
of the perfccution of the Chridians in the 
reign of the Roman Emperor Nero, and wheA 
he was himfelf a prifoner at Rome, and had 
a near profpeft of fuficring ara martyr for 
his religion *. In this mournful and diftrcff- 
ing fituation, he addrefles this epiftle to Ti- 
ijaothy. He had converted Timothy to the 
Chriftian faith ; he had appointed him to^ the 

* See Dr Benfon's hiftory of the ftate of things 
when this epiftle was written, prefixed to his para- 
^hrafe and notes go tbe.cpiflJc. 
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facred office of an evangelifti and had im- 
parted to him the gifts of the Holy Ghofl:. 
The apoftle, therefore, may be coafidered ia 
this epiftie as giving his dying charge to his 
favourite diiciple^ and devolving upon him 

'Ibe work of the gofpel before he left the 
world. 

In the verie before the text^ he exhorts him 
to ftir up the gift of God that is in him. The 
word in the original, which is tranflated ftir 
tif^ fignifies properly. To blow up a fire to a 
more intenfe degree of heat : fo that the 
meaning and import of the exhortation is,* 
Cultivate and improve, to the beft advantage, 
the fpiritual gifts with which you are en- 
dowed \ and exert all your faculties and ta« 
lents to the utmoft, in the faithful dlfcharge 
of the duties of that great office in which you 
are engaged. And, in the words of the text, 

. he enforces the exhortation from a confidera* 
lion taken from the nature and genius of 
Chriftianity itfelf : vcrfe 7. ", For God- hath 
•* not given us the fpirit of fear ; but of 
•• power, and of love, and of a found mind.*^ 
That is, God hath not given us Chriftians the 
fpint of timidity and cowardice, of felfifh* 
ncfs and malignity, of levity and folly ; but 
he hath given us the fpirit of firmnefs ^nd 
courage, of benignity and love, of wifdom 
and fobriety of mind. 

It appears from the verfe after the text, and 
from many other pafiages in this epiftie, that 

the apoftlc had full ia his eye thofe labour^ 
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liard&xpSyaiKi ftifi^rmgs, which he forefaw. 
Timothj would be called to endure in the' 
cotirfe of his miniftry* And, in this Tiew,* 
he exhorts him to prepare and fortify himfelf 
for thofe exertions of courage and zeal^ and 
for the cxerciie of -that prudente and difcre- 
tftOOy for which he would have frequent occa-^ 
£on in thofe circumftances of pcrplexicj, dan- 
ger, and diftrefs, in which he would find, 
bimfelf involved } and, at the fame time> he 
affures him, that the fpirit of Hhe gofpel would 
«aabU him to futfcr afflidkions, and behave 
ttoder them^ wkh that patieikre, modefty, and 
meeknefs of wifdom, which becomes one wh^ 
i$ perfecuted for righteoufnefs fake. 

It is hoped, it will not be unfuitable to the 
defign of this aflembly, to oBTer fome obferva* 
tioDS tending to illuftrate and coaficm the af- 
fertions in the text, with a view to difplay the 
excellency of the gofpel, as the fpirit of power, 
of love, and^of a found mind. We fliall con* 
fider each of thefe in their order* 

First, CSiriftianity is the fpirit of power, 
or of courage and firmnefs, in oppoiitioo to; 
timidity and irre(blution of mind. « 

Among the many other groundlefs charges ;. 
, which have been brought againft Chrifttanity, 
it has been accufed of inculcating iervituds • 
and dependence. A very celebrated author, 
who, in other parts of his works, appears to: 
be a lover of the morality of the gofpcl, and 
an admirer of the character of its great found- 
. Vot. m. B b er» 
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^r, has cxprcfsly aflcrtcd, *' That the Iptrit 
" of the gofpd is favourable to tyrants $ and 
** that true Chriftians arc^ formed for flaves *." 
And fev^ral other writers, though they ad^ 
xait, that the Chriftito religioa foftens and 
fwectens the temper and manners of mankind $ 
yet alledge, th^it, at •the fame time, it ener- 
vates their courage, and dUpofes them for 
juean and flavifli obedience. 

In anfwer to thefe, and other accufations of 
the like nature» let it be obferved, in the Jirft 
place, That, if we may form a judgement of 
^he fpirit ^f Chriftianity from the fpirit of 
lis author, we muft acknowledge it to be a 
ipirit of courage and bold^iefs, and not of 
fearfulnefs and timidity. For it appears, in 
the moft inconteftable manner, from the whole 
hiftory of our Saviour's life, that, while h^ 
fupported the beft of all caufes, he fet him*- 
felf, though fingle, in a moft intrepid man- 
ner, in oppofition to a whole nation ; and he 
. perfevered in xloing this, though he had ^ 
clear forefight, that his doing fo would bring 
him to certaio death, and to a death too of 
Ahe moft formidable kind. It is hard to fay 
Ji^rhat complete h£roifm is, if thi^ is not an in* 
Aance of it. 

His firft dlfciples, in like manner, difcovcr- 
cd a fpirit of the moft aAive and determined 
icpurage. We read, in the fourth chapter of 
^he A£b of the Apoftles, that when the 

f ^offj^ajd, Spdal contra^; book. 4. chap. S. 

c ^ .. Jewifli 



^iht fpirit of Chriftljjnltf . vk^t 

Jewifli Sanhedrim, the fupremc council of the 
nation^ called the Apoftles Peter and John 
^before them, and commanded them, verf. i8. 
*« Not to teach ia the name of Jcfus 5" verf. n}. 
«' they anfwered, and faid unto them, Whe-- 
*« ther is it right in the fight of God, to hearfc« 
'« en unto you more than unto God, judge 
«* ye ; for we cannot but fpeak the things we 
•♦ have feen and heard.** And they accor- 
dingly went ojit from the council, and preach- 
ed the gofpel with all bpldnefs. And we read 
in the fame chapter, that even their enemies 
were ftruck with admiration when they be- 
held the firmnefs of their refolution : verf. j 3. 
^ " When the members of the council faw ilie 

t- •* boldnefs of Pet^r and John, and perceived 

I *• that they were unlearned and ignorant 

** men, they marvelled ; and they togk know- 
•* ledge of them, that they had been with 
•* Jefu§ •,** that is, they perceived they had 
learned boldnefs and intrepidity in his fchooU 
If your time would allow us to trace the 
fpirit of Chriftiaaity as it appeared in the pri*- 
mitive Chriflians, we fhould £nd, that p^r- 
fons of all radcs, fexes, and ages, fhewed 
fuch an unfhaken firmnefs and fortitude, un^ 
der the fevered trials, even death itfelf, as fill- 
ed their very enemies and perfecutors with a.* 
ftoniiliment. 

It is worthy c^f obfervation, in the feconi 

place, That, if we may judge of the fpirit 

of the gofpel from the flrain of its precepts^ 

I we muft alfo conclude it to be a fpirit of refo^ 

\ B b 2 lutioit 
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lution and fortitude. The New Teflament a- 
bounds with the warmeff exhortations to Chri- 
fiians to exert the utmoft firtnnefs in vrith- 
flanding the temptations, and encotmtering 
the dangers, to which they snay be expoied. 
Thus, 1 Corinth, xvi. 13, " Stand faft,** fays 
the apoftlc, ** quit ye like men, and be ftrong.^ 
And in the epiflle to the Eph. chap. vL from 
the loth to the 19th verfc, ** Be ftrong in the 
^* Lord, and in the power of his might : put 
^* on the whole armour of God, that ye may 
^< be able to fland againft the wiles of the dc« 
** vil." And further, it dcferves our psirti** 
cular attention, that thefe exhortations are' 
often- enforced with motives uken from the 
peculiar doftrines of the gofpel : as, for in-* 
fiance, in the 15th chapter of the firft epiftic 
to the Corinthians, the apoftle, after a mofl 
iublime and animating defer iption of th^ glo- 
wer of the refurre6t;on-ftate, conclude^ with at 
pathetic exhortation, to ix^movccable iirmnefs 
In every good work : •* Therefore (fays he) bq 
*' ftedfaft and unmoveable, always abounding^ 
^ in the Vork of the XiOrd, foeafiuuch a^ y^ 
^* know that your labour is not in vain iqi 
^« the Lord.** 

But, not to reft the vindicatipu of our holy 
veligion from the imputation of a mean and 
ikaviQi fpirit, merely on the precepts of it, oc 
on the example of its great A.uthpr and his 
firft followers, let it be obfcrved, in the third' 
place,^ That the unfeigned belief, apd fin-^ 
^9re pra^icc^. of the Chi-iftiap religion, has an 
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obvious and maoifeft tendency to infpire fuch 
^eal and courage as will difpofe men to zA 
with refolution and firmnefs in every worthy 
caufe. This wrll appear very evidently, if wc 
attend ta the two following particulars : ifi, 
That Chriftianity is the bcft prefcrvativc from 
iW thofe things which damp the vigour of the 
mind, and enervate its aftive powers ; and, 
Txliy'f, That it fupplies the nioft powerful in- 
citements to aft every worthy parr in life, in 
the firmeft and moft vigorous manner. 

Now, there are^ three things which chiefly 
check the vigour of the mind, and redder it 
timid and irrefoltite 5 and thcfe are, confciouf- 
nefs of mean' and guilty conduft, unmanly ha» 
bits of indulgence in effeminate pleafures, and 
a prevailing melancholy of temper. 

It is not furely neceffary to fpend time in? 
fliowing,, that the iirft of thefe,. confcioufneis 
of bafc and unworthy behaviour, is an inti- 
midating and difpiriting tiling. Every one 
knows, that guik is^ in its own nature, the- 
fource of felf-condcmnation, and of dread of 
dcferved puniftiment ; that- it naturally fills' 
the countenance with fliame, and the heart 
With terror ; and that, when the mind ii un- 
der the influence of thefe enfeebling pafllons^ 
it muft be timid and de}efted, and incapable 
either of forming, or of executing, any man- 
ly and worthy deiign. It is likewife obviouf> 
to every one, that thofi: who have imbibed 
the fpirit of Chriftlanity, will be prcfervcd- 
from thofe prefumptuous fins which ftrikc ter* 
B. b.3 
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ror into the conlcience ; and that they will 
have fuch truft ia the' promifcs of the gofpel 
for the pardon of their involuntary failings^ 
as will eftabliih them in peace of mindj an<L 
in the humble hope of the favour and.ac€ept«^ 
ance of God. In this peaceful ftate.ofmiod> 
they will be in full poiteffion of their aftive 
powers/ and ready to exect them wheneven 
and where-ever duty calls. The expertence o£ 
all ages verifies the obfervation of Solomon,. 
^* That the wicked flee when no man pur* 
^« fucth.; bu^ the righteous are bold as a lion ;••' 
Prov. xxvjii, I.. 

Again» That unmanly habits, of indulgence 
in.pleafure foften and enervate rnens minds^. 
and make them flee from every fccne where lat 
hour and fatigue,, where aftjvity or boldncf%^ 
are requited, has. ever been admitted as a cer*^ 
tain truths to wbich.daily experiencCj and.thoj 
hiAory of all ages, bear teftimony. But that 
all irregular indulgence ]n> pleafure is utter]]& 
inconfiftc^t with the fpirit, of Chriftianity, ia. 
abundantly evident from the whole tenor. o£~ 
the New Teftament. It commands, us to be 
lovers of God more than lovers of pleafure 5; 
and to fet our afiFeAions on the things above^. 
and not on the things on, the earths It, every 
where enjoins moderatioa and temperance, 
and forbids in the moft particular and in the 
woft awful manncj:, all cxfefles in worldly 
pkafures of every kind* The Apoflle, to- 
wards the begiunmg of the fecond chapter of 
tbis epiftU, ' exhorts Timothy in the moft e^r- 

neflt 



AeTipintof ChriftUdtf. ^91^ 

^eft manner, •' to be ftrong in the grace 
•* which is .in Cbrift Iefu8> and to endure 
** hardihip ai a good foldier of JtCns Chsift." 
The examples too which our holy religion feta 
before ms, are further proofs of the ftanding, 
oppofitiooi betxuxt the fpirit of Chriftianitji 
and every kind of mean and unmanly induU 
gence : ** I keep under my. body, and. bring 
♦« it into fubjeftion,*' fays thje Apoftle, '^ left 
«* that, by any, means, when i have preached- 
^ to otliers,. I myfelf ihould'be a.caft-awayV'' 
h Cor. ix. 27. 

. And, lajify. Every one'i own- experience' 
afluces him, that nothing deadens the a^ive 
powers of Ihe mind more eflPedkually, than a. 
melancholy caft o£ temper: for, when this, 
difpoiition becomes prevalent,, it renders men. 
timid and apprehenfive to fiich a degree as^ 
unfits them for the ordinary affairs of life, 
and. much more for encountering the difficult 
lies and. dangers of any great or hazardous 
undertaking. It muft be owned, that when 
this gloomy (Ufpofiiion^ becomes a difeafe fet- 
tled in. the conftitution, it is perhaps altoge*- 
ther incurable. But, fo far as principles of. 
reafon^ juft fentiments, and comfortable views,^. 
can ha\fc any power to give relief, the religion! 
of Jefqs is the moft effeftual remedy. Thg 
do^rines of the gofpel are adsuraUy adapf> 
ed to eftaSlifh the heart in peace and jo^.. 
The views which it gives us of the perfe6lions> ' 
and governpiient of God in general, of the. 
{chf^me o£ redemption in particular^ of thls^ 
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ftate as introduftory to a better one; and'*^ of 
the diftrefles of life, •' as bringing forth the 
*^* peaceable fruits of rigbteoufncfs, and work- 
•* ing for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
** weight of glory/' are like rays of light 
breaking through a thick gloom, to chear and 
gladden the difconfolate foul. When the real 
Chriftian contemplates the honourable rela- 
tions in which he ftands to his God and his 
Saviour 5 and when, with a mixture of faith 
and humility, he looks forward to his eternal 
honours in the kingdom of heaven, he rs in* 
fpired with an elevation and glad nefs ofhcart, 
which diffipates gloomy thoughts-, and fits, 
him for the worthieft and moft vigorous cx^ 
crcife of his aftive powers. This joyous tem- 
per was very prevalent among the firft Chri»- 
ftians : ** Believing, they rejoiced with joy un- 
** fpeakable and full of glory /' i Pet. i. &; 
*\ Being juftified by faith, they had peace with 
^ God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
*f rejoiced in the hope of the glory of God; 
«' And not only fo, but they gloried in tribu- 
*< lation ;" Rom. v. i. 2. 3. Thus it appears, 
that the fpirit of Chriftianity is the beft fecuri- 
ty againft thofe things which are the chief ob- 
firuftions to the exertion of our powers with 
chearfulnefs and vigour to the beft purpofcs 
of life and fociety. 

But the fpirit of Chriftianity not only deli- 
vers the human mind from thofe things which 
benumb its adive powers, and bereave it of 
it3 refolution and fortitude 5 but (as was^ pro- 
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pofed to be fhown in the feconi place) it alfo 
AippHes the moft powerful incitements that 
can be conceived, to a£t every worthy and ho* 
aourable part in life, however diflEicult or dan- 
gerous, in the moft vigorous and undaunted 
manner. 

In order to illuftrate and confirm this 
pointy let us attend to the principles and mo- 
tives by which Chriftians ought ^o be animated 
In the courfe of their lives and anions. 

Here it is manifeft, that whoever has imb^ 
bed the fpirit of Chriftianity, will have the 
varmeft and Arongeft.fenfe of the excellence 
of all the virtues of the ChriAian life, and 
the beft affections to God and man. It will 
furely be admitted, that all the virtues com* 
prehended in the apoftolicaLfimimary of Chri- 
ftian morality, ** Whatfoever things arc true> 
** whatfoever thibgs are honeft, whatfoever 
** things arc Juft, whatfoever things are pure», 
** whatfoever things are lovely, whatfoever 
^* things are of good report,'* are the objefla 
of fupreme affe^on,. and habitual and de«^ 
lightful meditation,, to every true Chriftian* 
All who are juftly intiilcd to. this charafter,, 
contemplate thefe Chriftian virtues in a varie- 
ty of lights \ which cannot fail to animate,. 
to elevate, and fortify their minds in a very 
remarkable manner. They always conceive 
of them a& fopremely excellenc in their owiv 
mature, 2A agreeable to the alUperfed^ will of 
God, and as of indifpenfable and eternal ob^ 
tjffacioa^ Tbey always live and aA under the 

fullc.ft 
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fulleft arid mod delightful perfuafion, that 
tbc cxercife of thcfe heavenly virtues not on- 
ly conditutes the chief perfeAion, happineis, 
and glory of human nature, but alfo forms 
it into a refexnblance of the divine nature it- 
felf I and from this perfuafion of the fupreme 
dignity and excellence of thefe virtues, ardent 
defires immediately fpring up, to be pofiefled 
of them to the highefl; degree that the nature 
and fituation of mankind in this world are 
capable of : and thefe defires again immediate- 
ly excke refolutions of praftifing them with 
unvariable conftancy, and of cultivating them 
Vith the utmofl ardour and afliduity. 

Now, every one who has attended to the 
finer and nobler w6rkings of the' human heart, 
when purified by the grace of God, muft be 
convinced, that a warm love of that moral 
excellence which is the chief glory of the 
divine nature itfelf, earned breathings after 
nearer approaches to the perfedlion of it, a 
lively fenfe of duty, a. full conviction that 
the doing that duty is the will of God, and 
ftrong impulfes of the friendly and public af- 
fedlions, are, without all doubt, the moft 
powerful and commanding principles in the 
human breaft ; and when ' they unite their 
force, and operate with all their ftrength, no- 
thing can withftand them. When we attend 
to what paffes in life, we lee the moft convin- 
cing proofs of this : for whenever a mind, 
^ under the influence of thefe great principles, 
l|as its views fixed upon fomc great or good 

end* 
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€iid» in the profecution of which^ oppofitloni 
difficulty^ or danger, is forefeen, holy Chrir 
ftian refolution exerts itfelf with its whcrfe 
firength ; and indeed it becomes in a man- 
ner invincible, fo that hardly any difficulty or 
danger can ftand before it. And we may ea« 
iily xonceive how it fhbuld be fo, when we 
reflect upon the iiluArious and mighty fup- 
ports which it receives from the exercifes of 
Chriftian faith and piety. The full aflurance 
of divine approbation and aid, tnuft ever in« 
fpire the foul with cojifidence and alacrity in 
aAing that part which ti^uth and integrity re- 
quire. It is impoffibk, ev^en in imagination, 
to conceive any thing better calculated for 
emboldening the human mind, and fupport- 
ing its moft determined refolutions, than the 
firm perfuafion that the divine adminiflration 
is ever on the fide of righteoufnefs, and that 
the righteous man fiiall be moft amply and 
^lorioufly rewarded for whatever he may have 
fiiffered for hi$ adherence to it. " When he 
*^ looks forward, and reflefts upon his digni- 
^ ty.as one of the foQjs of God ; and that it 
^ doth not yet appear what he lb all be, and 
*' that when^ his Saviour appears, he fiiall 
«* appear with him in glory ,^ he is not only 
•encouraged to perfirvere in his virtuous courfe, 
but he feels himfelf infpired with a noble am« 
hition to maintain a charadter fuitable to fuch 
an exalted relation, and fuch glorious hopes. 
Vnder the full influence of thefe animating 
v^ewjs, 41 the clamour and eyil fpeaking, all 
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tl&e reproaches aifd unjuft ceniiires of the 
wosld, and even* all the daggers that may 
threaten, will not difconrage him, or make 
him defift and give way. << He will wait pa« 
** tientlj upon God, will commit his way co 
<^ him," a^d triumph xn the certain profpeA, 
'<* that God will bring forth his righteoufnefs 
** as the light, and his judgement as the 
^ noon-day ;** Pf. xxxvii. 5. 6. Being con* 
fciou» of his honeft endeavours to do his du* 
ty, though amidft many weaknefles and ii>- 
firmitiest he folace& himfelf with the modeft^ 
hut trhimphant hope, through the mercy of 
God in Jefus Chrift, that all his good inten* 
tionsy all his. fecret a£b of goodnefs, all his 
filent fufferings. and ftruggles, and all his ier- 
idces> are recorded, and ihall be one day pu* 
bliihed, honoured, and rewarded, on the 
^randeffc of all theatres, before an afiembled 
world. Thefe hopes chear and gladden, acid, 
at the fame time, flrengthen his heart, in the 
hour of danger, in the day of diftreis, and 
in the profecution of every virtuous defign* 
He. has a firm reliance on the proimfes of the 
gofpel, that he fhall be enabled to do all things 
through Chrift ftrengthening him.;^ and that at 
lad he ihall be a conqueror, and^' more than 
" a conqueror/' Rom. viii, 37. ; and invited ta» 
*< fit down with Jefus on his throne, even as 
^' he alfo overcame^ and is fet down with the 
*• Father on his throne,** Rev. iii. 21. 

< Nqw> It will certainly be acknowledged, 
that **^ thokMoi^c principles of a^oo," fup» 
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ported with ** thofe gloriousinotivcs/' (which 
have both juft no.w been defcribed), are the 
fitteft that caa be conceived to infpire fuch a 
ferene and fteady fortitude, as will encounter 
every. difficulty and danger^ and even death 
itfelff in the moft undaunted manner* It h 
extremely obvious, that when the minds of 
Chriftians are under the real dominion of 
thefe great principles of their reh'gion, they 
^re prepared to put in praAice that magna* 
nimous leflbn of their great Mafter, .'* not to 
*< fear them that can kill the body, and after 
** that have no more they can do ; but to 
«* fear him, who, after he hath killed the 
** body, hath power to caft both body and 
** foul into hell-fire." And where-ever this 
fupcriority to the fesir of man, and the fear 
of temporal evils and dangers, ilows from the 
principles of the gofpel, it will be accompa- 
nied with a noble freedom and independence 
of foul, that can never dwell with mean and 
flaviih principles. Men, though in the Ipw* 
eft ftation of life» who have a juft fenfe of the 
dignity of human nature, and of thofe Chri- 
ftian virtues which' dignify it, will difcovcr, 
on proper occaiions, a ftrength and greatnefs 
of mind, which will make them difdain eve- 
ry thing that approaches in any degree to 
meanneO, cowardice, or flaviih fear. To all 
which we may add, as fufficiently clear with- 
out a particular illuftration, that a courage 
derived from thefe principles and motives 
which have been defcribcd, will be more ra* 
Vol. m. C c ilonal 
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tional and vigorous, more firm and perma- 
nent, than that which flows merely frojxi ani- 
mal fpirits, from external accidents, from the 
love of glory, or from what the world calls a 
fenfe of honour. 

Some perhaps will objeft to all that has 
been faid. That fi^perflitious notions of reli- 
gion, and a fancied approbation of the Deity, 
will excite fome men to perpetrate the very 
worft and vileft actions, in as firm and un- 
daunted a manner as the beft Chriftians can 
perform the worthieft and nobleft. To this 
it may be anfwered. That it muft be owned, 
that when the minds of men are under the 
influence of falfe opinions, which they con- 
ceive to be countenanced by Heaven, they will 
be daring and intrepid to an amazing degree. 
But furely falfe perfuafions fometimes produ- 
cing very great eflfe^, is no proof that juft 
principles will not produce equal or fuperior 
ones, more certainly and more uniformly. 
Befides, to -a difcerning eye, there are marks 
which diflinguifli thofe zfh of magnanimity 
and courage which are infpired by the prin- 
ciples of true religion, from thofe which pro- 
ceed fj'om the dflufions of fuperftition. The 
farmer are caloi and ferene ; the latter are 
fierce and turbulent. The firft kind are mo- 
deft and unaffedled ; the fecond are vain and 
oflentatlous. The one fort, fpringing from 
an enlightened undekftanding and a pure 
heart, -leave behind them a true peace of 
l^ind, which can never be extinguifhed or di- 

minilbad ; 
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miniihed i but the other fort^ proeeediDg 
from an underftanding darkened by fuperAi- 
don or corrupt paffions, leave behind them 
only an ilL-groundeH and delufive fatisfa^lion^ 
which the firft glimpfe of truth muft diflipatc 
and deftroy. 

Others^ perhaps^ will objeft to what has 
been faid, That the tendency of Chriftianity 
is pnly to form men to a kind of paflive cou- 
rage, or patience under fufferings ; but that it 
has no tendency to form them to that aftivfr 
courage which diftinguifbes the hero from 
the confeflbr. Let it fuffice to anfwer to this 
objedlion, That that unremitting zeal and ac- 
tivity which prompted the Apoftle Paul, for 
inftance, to fpend thirty years in journeys by 
land, voyages by fea, amidft numberlefs difii^ 
culties, dangers, and fuffcrings, to propagate 
Chriftianity, would have operated in the fame 
manner, and excited to like indefatigable la-^ 
hours and efforts, if Providence had callM 
him to defend his country, to- fupport th« 
rights and privileges of mankind, or to* pro- 
fecute any other inorthy undertaking. 1% 
feems natural to conceive, that a magnanimi-^ 
ty and adtivity of mmd, which were mani« 
fefted in fuch an uniform and confpicuous 
manner through the whole of the Apoftle's 
life,^ in promoting one great caufe, would 
have difplayed themfelves in a iimitar wayy 
if he had been engaged in any other import- 
ant caufe, which reafon, religion, and the 
. C Q Z gpddf 
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good of mankind, would jufiify and recom- 
mend. 

Your time will not permit me to Ihow, as 
a further anfwer to the objeAion, That all 
the finer principles and affeAions of the hu- 
man mind impel to action in the moft fponta- 
neous manner, and even in face of oppoiition 
and danger of the moft formidable kind y 
that the gofpel ftrengthens th'efe natural prin- 
ciples, and encourages the moft aftire efforts 
in every- worthy caufe ; and that it is only 
when fufferings for a good caufe cannot be a- 
voided by righteous means, that the fpirit of 
. the gofpel manifefts itfclf in *• pcrfeft works 
*• of patience.** 

Upon the whole, "from the view which hath 
been given of the principles and precepts of 
Chriftianity, and of the fpirit of its great 
founder, we may conclude, that it is a fpirit 
cfpover^ and not qf fear. And, indeed, we 
may fafely challenge the brighteft genius, in 
ancient or modern times, to invent a fyftem 
of principles which ftiall be more adapted to 
infpire magnanimity and courage of the moft 
exalted kind. Atid if it is impoffible to de- 
vife any fcheme which (hall excel Chriftianity 
in this refpeft, all the accufations of it, as en- 
couraging a mean and daftardly fpirit, as pro- 
moting flavifli principles of any- kind, fhould 
be contemned, as altogether falfe and ground* 
tefs. 

The power of prejudice, in giving the moft 
lanixatural turn to the plaineft things, is very 

iurprifing. 
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furprifing. The author quoted in the begin»» 
ning of this difcourfe, in the fame chapter 
which is there referred to, alledges, that the 
true Chriftian's faith of another world, and 
a better life, extinguiflies all concern in hin* 
for this prefent world, and- this prelcut life ^ 
or, at lead, that it render's him incapable of 
aay brav& and courageaus eHbrts to prefervo^ 
or promote any advantages that relate only to 
filch- a traniitory ftate. But he has given no' 
veafon that can convince any unprejudiced^ 
pcrfon, that a Chriftian,. though- of the moft 
elevated and heavenly turn* of mind'^ muft have 
a lefs warm and delicate fenfe of the liberties^ 
or of any of the juft- privileges, of mankind,, 
or muft have lefs zeal for the interefts of his- 
oountry, his family, or friends, merely on the 
account of his lively hopes of another and- 
better life beyond the grave. Befides^ when 
we refleft, that a main part of the duty of a 
'ChriiHan,- according to the principles of his- 
religion, lies in doing good, in promoting the. 
happinefs of others to the utmoft of his power,^ 
it is not eafy to conceive how his firm hopes- 
of immortality fhould render him indifferent 
to his duty, and incapable of all vigorous and- 
manly efforts to-difcharge it* It^feems to be. 
a more natural conclufion, that the firm hopes* 
of a future glorious life would animate the- 
real Chriftian to dlfcharge his duty with the- 
utmoft faithful nefs ; and^ particularly, would- 
difpofe him to labour, with the utmoft vigour,, 
to do good to his bi?ethren of mankind,. 
C c. 3^ tliougl^i 
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thougli it (hould be at the expence of a tran- 
ilent and uncertain life, that As foon to be 
fucceeded by a permanent and eternal one. 
That is certainly the doArine of the gbfjpcl ; 
which declares, in the moft exprefs manner^ 
M That Chriftians ought to lay down their 
•* lives for the brethren j*^ i John, iii. i6* 
Such authors as throw out thefe and the like 
vnjufl refledlions upon the Chrifiian religion, 
are either totally unacquainted with its native 
purity and excellence, as it lies in the New 
Teftament, or they arc greatly deficient in that 
f alrnefs and candour of mind which ought to 
be a primary qualification in thofe who aflume 
to themfelves the ofiice of inftruftors of the 
worldat large. 

Again, we may further infer from the yiew 
which has. been given of the principles of ac- 
tion recommended by the gofpel, that thofe 
who profefs. themfelves admirers of magnani- 
mity, bravery,, and that high order of virtues, 
ought to be co<ififi:ent with themfelves, and 
admire Chriftianity, which, affiwds the bcft 
fupports and the fineft examples of them. 
And if they would wiih not merely to admire 
tliefe ihining virtues in fpeculation, but to 
praftife them in real life, let them lay open 
^ their minds to the full influence of the fpirit 
of the gofpel. Thofe clear views of duty, 
and thofe ftriking and glorious motives, to the 
practice of it, which the gofpel fets before 
ihenijt are the moft. cffisftual means of forming 
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their minds to a firmncfs and fortitude of the 
moft excellent kind. 

To conclude : Let all of us be careful to 
nouriih our fouls with . the fpirit of the go- 
fpel ; fo that, deriving ftrength and vigour 
from it, we may, on all occafions> exert true 
fortitude in refitting every thing that is evil, 
ind clej^ving to every thing that is good. Let 
us be ever on our guard to withftand, in the 
xnoft determined manner, every impulfe of 
ojngoverned paffion^ ^very temptation to a de- 
parture from that equity of difpofition, that 
benignity of temper, that purity of heart,, 
. and that integrity of life, which becomes the 
defciples of the holy Jefus ; and, particular* 
ly, let us arm ourfelves with manly refolu* 
tion, to defpifc that fcorn and ridicule which 
the vicious and unprincipled take a pleafure 
in employing to feduce the unguarded and un- 
experienced into the fnares of vice, or into a- 
negleft and contempt of all religion. 

We ought always to remember, that though 
we are not called to the national fenate, to^ 
fiiew our refolution and firmnefs in oppo- 
fing public meafures which we conceive hurt- 
ful to the ftatc, nor into the field of battle to 
fignalize our bravery, nor to the fcaffbld o£ 
martyrdom to prove our conftancy and forti- 
tude ; there are abundance of other opportu- 
nities in the daily intercourfes of focicty, and' 
ordinary train of life, for the moft important 
exertions of courage and manhood. Private 
and ordinary life is the field of battle where 

cvcjsy 
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every Chriftian is called to exercife his cou- 
rage ** in fighting the good fight of faith.** 
It is here we muft learn to conquer ourfel¥eSj 
and to eftablilh an empire in our own bo-- 
foihs^ over every meap, every fenfual^ cvciy 
felfifh, and every worldly pafiion. The vifto- 
ties gained here,, though concealed from the 
eyes of men, may be more fignal and glorious 
in the fight of God,, than thofe that are gain? 
ed in the moft confpicuous and moft admir 
red fcenes of public life. The maxim of So« 
lomon, " That he that ryleth his own fpi- 
*• rit, is mightier than he that taketh a city,? 
is a fundamental maxim of all found philofo* 
phy«. as well, as of Chriftian morality.. The 
conqvieft over bad propenfities, inclinations^ 
and habits, is the firft ftep of the Chriftian 
life ; and when this is obtained, the nobler 
princ^les of the.hear^t will operate with eafe 
and freedom, and difplay their power through 
the various fcenes of life, in the fiedfaft pro* 
fi^ution of every thing virtuous and praife- 
worthy. 

Before I proceed to the fecond aflertion in 
the text, permit me to fugged, that it par- 
ticularly becomes thofe. who are afiTociated for 
the noble purpofe of propagating Chriftian 
knowledge, to exert themfelves. with vigour 
in that honourable and important work. They 
ought to fufier nothing to difconcert or dif- 
courage them, but to animate one another 
from the encouraging confideration in the 
uxt, That God hath not given Chriftians the 

fpirit. 
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fpirit of fear, but of power, and fuffcr no* 
thing to difconccrt or difcourage them; they 
may reft fully affured, that the fph'it of that 
religion which it is the end of their aifocia- 
tion to promote, is the power of " God unto 
•« falvation to every one that believeth.'* 

Our Saviour himfelf has plainly intimatecf» 
that the gofpel is the great mean which the 
wifdom of Provideiice has chofen to enlight- 
en, to fan^tify, to blefs, and to fave man- 
kind. ** No man," fays he, ** knoweth the 
** Father fave the Son, and he to whomfoever 
'* the Son will reveal him." At another 
time, he declares, in likje manner, ** That 
** no man cometh to the Father, but by him.'* 
And, on other occafions, he aflumes to him- 
felf the glorious chara^er and office of being 
" the light of the world." The hiftory of 
the world for near eighteen hundred years, 
confirms the truth of thefe declarations : for» 
in fo far as any juft and worthy ideas of God^ 
of Providence, of a future ftate, and of pure 
morality, are yet to be found among the na- 
tions of the world, they are derived from the 
gofpel of the Son of God. Even Mahomc^ 
tan countries are no exception to this ; for 
whatever is good and pure in that religion, is 
manifeftly borrowed from the facred wri- 
tings of the Jews and Chriftians. Now, from 
what is paft, and from the prediAions . of 
fcripture about what is to come, we have rea- 
fon to think, that the fame divine religion fhall 
be the chief mean henceforward of fpreading 
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thefe blefled doArines, till the knowledge of 
God, and of Jefus Chriit his Son, cover the 
face of the whole earth. Government and 
laws, philofophy and arts, may give their 
aid \ but the fpirit of Chriftianity muft be 
the infpirer and conductor of all other means 
of civilization and improvement. No Wrong- 
er incitement furely can be given to a fociety 
' which have chofen for the objeft of their af- 
ibciation the propagation of the religion of 
Jefus, than this. That they are co-operating 
with the grand fcheme of Providence, laid be- 
fore the foundation of the world, ** ^o turn 
'* men from darknefs unto light, and from 
*•% the fervicc of fin and Satan, to the fcrvice 
" of the living God.'* 

Thefucccfs which this noble undertaking 
hath already had, and which appears to the 
conviftion of every one, from the nunxber 
of fchools, no lefs than 172, which are fup- 
ported by it„ and in which 7270 fcholars are 
inftrufted in reading^, writing, and arith^ 
metic, muft prove a new and powerful excite- 
ment to the Society itfelf to perfevere with 
zeal and alacrity la their labours of lotxe. 

Befides thefc fchools for acquiring ncceflary 
knowledge, there are twelve fchools on a fe- 
cond patent, in which girls are taught and 
trained up to induftry in fuch kinds of work 
as are fuited to their fex, and the condition 
of life for which they are dcfigncd. It may 
furely be expcfted, that the view of thefc 
hkffed effcfts which this worthy inftitutioa 
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lias already produced, and is daily produ- 
cing, will excite and encourage all the true 
friends of religion and humanity, to contri* 
bute, every way in their power, to the fup- 
port and advancement of a defign fo manifeft- 
ly calculated to promote both the temporal 
good of fociety, and the eternal intercfts of 
immortal fouls. 
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SERMON XVI4 
The Sub]€£t continued. 

By WiLtlAU LsECHMANy D. D. 

2 Tim. i. 7. 

For God hath not given us the fpirit of fear \ 
but oj power^ and of love^ and of a found 
mind. 

I Now proceed to confider the second in- 
gredient of the Chriftian fpirit, mention- 
ed in the text, viz. the fpirit of love. 

As love, in the New Teftament, when fpo- 
ken of in general, ufually fignifies the love of 
our brethren, we fhall, in what follows, prin- 
cipally treat of it in this fenfe : firft^ By (hew- 
ing, that love, tendfrnefs, and humanity, is 
moft certainly the genius of Chriflianity ; and, 
fecond^ By endeavouring to point out the ex- 
cellency of this fpirit, in the degree and to the 
extent in which the gofpel defcribes and en- 
joins it. 

Now, the frfl of thefe. That the genius of 
Chriftianity is love, furely needs no long or 
laboured proof to a Chriftian audience. The 
primary doftrines of this religion are, That 
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Goi is love, and dwells in love : — That the 
whole fyftem of his government is kind and 
benign : — That the fcheme of redemption 
took its rife from the original benignity and 
mercy of the great Father of all : — That the 
great Redeemer was animated with the fame 
fpirit of benignity and compaffion, in under- 
taking, and in executing every ftep of it : — 
And th^it the confummation of this glorious 
plan will be the total deliverance of many my- 
riads of the human race from fin and death, 
and their final eftablifliment in a ftate of per- 
feft virtue and of immortal felicity and glory. 
It cannot be contefted, that thefe doftrines fa- 
vour and encourage the fpirit of kindnefs and 
beneficence. 

And when we attend to the preceptive and 
fentimental parts of the gofpel, we find, that 
the fpirit of love breathes in all of them. 
That the precepts of Chriftianity tend to re- 
train and fupprefs all the malevolent paf- 
fionSf and to promote the culture and im- 
provement of the kind and fi-iendly ones, can 
admit of no doubt : That Chriftian morality 
flrikes at the root of that felfilh and worldly 
tamper which flands in diredl oppofition to 
the fpirit of love, is evident from the whole 
firain of the dofh^ine of its great Author and 
his apofties, as well as from the fhining ex- 
amples they have given of gencrofity and dif- 
intereftednefs in their own lives. 

Further, That the religion of Jefus not on- 
ly aims at fiipprcfling and extinguifhing the 
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felfifli and worldly fpirit, and the whole ma* 
lignant tribe of paflions which fpring from it, 
but tends to cheriih and invigorate all the be- 
nign and friendly difpofitions^ is evident, be* 
yond all doubt, from the moft curfory view 
of the New Teftament« To mention all the 
particulars on this fubjeA, would be to tran- 
fcribe a great part of the morality of the go« 
fpel. Let it fuffice to feleA a few paflages. 
'* By this," fays our Saviour, ** all men ihall 
*< know that ye are my dikiples, if ye love 
*^ one another." And, in another pailage* 
he infifts upon a forgiving temper, as indif- 
penfably neceilary in order to our acceptance 
with, God ; Matth- vi. 14. •• For if ye for- 
** give men their trefpafles, your heavenly 
" Father will alfo forgive you: but if ye 
»* forgive npt men their trefpades, neither 
'* wiU yjour heavenly Father forgive you.^ 
How perfeAly he exemplified this fublime pre- 
<:ept in the cqurfe of his own lifp, and at the 
concluOon of it, is well known to every one 
who has read the gofpel-hiftory. The a- 
poftles of our Lord inculcate the fame, kind 
of precepts with the greateft warmth and ear* 
neftncfs : Eph. iv. 31. 3^. *^ Let all bitternefs, 
•* wrath, anger, clamour, and evil-fpeakiogy 
f< be put away from among you, with all 
<< malice,^' and be ye kind one to another, 
f* tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even 
If as bod, for Chrift's fake, hath forgiven you.** 
Further, The points of light in which Chri- 
^|apit^ pkc^s oi^r fellow»mcn| are fuch as are 

frited 
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fuited to aflFccl: us in the raoft powerful and 
tender manner. — Wc arc all, whether high 
or low, rich or poor, iearned or unlearned, 
equally the children of the fame great family, 
and equally under the prote^ion, and at the 
difpofal, of the Almighty and All-wife Pro- 
vidence of the fame great Pareat oi all. We 
are all fellow-travellers through this ftate of 
pilgrimage, in which we are all expofed to 
the like wants, dangers, and diftre&s. We 
have all the like imperfeftions and infirmi^ 
ties, equally liable to fail in our duty to one 
another, and therefore equally (landing in? 
need of forgivenefs at one another's hands* 
— We are all equally labouring in the fame 
ftate of darknefs and corruption, of guilt and 
mortality : And we arc all equally dependenc 
for our hope^ of deliverance from thefe greas 
evils, on the fame great friend and faviour 
of the human race, Jefus the Son of God. 
. Thefe views of our brethren of mankind 
are certainly fitted to bring down the moil 
lofty looks, and to convince the proudeft oB 
the fons of men, that, notwithftanding all the 
diftinftions and pre-eminences on which they 
▼alue theftifelves, they are, in reality, on a 
kvel, in the moft important refpciSls, with the 
pooreft and loweft of the human race. — And 
all thofe who lay open their hearts to the full 
influence of fuch views, will feclfuch hu-' 
mane and tender fentiments arif^ within them, 
as the ancient Eafter a author exprefies in the 
following pathetic words : *' If I did defpife 
D d i <• the 
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" the caufc of my man-fervant, or maid-fer- 
•' vant> when they contended with me ; what 
" then ihall I do when God rifeth up ? and 
*^ when he viiiteth, what ihall I anfwer ? Did 
*^ not he that made me in the womb make 
<' him ? and did not one fafhion us in the 
"'womb?** Job^xxxi. 13. 14. 15- 

It is our great happinefs in the Chriftiaa 
world, that the facred writings abound with 
fuch fublime precepts, and fuch tender ftnti- 
menis, as have been mentioned. But let us 
take care, left, through our familiarity with 
them, we lofe the juft fenfc of their excellence 
and importance. Let us always remember^ 
that, whatever our notions about thefe pre- 
cepts and fentiments of the gofpel may be^ 
they are furely divine inftruflions, and wor- 
thy to ferve for lefibns to the whole race of 
mankind : they are leiTons that bear the moft 
ftriking chara<flers of that tendernefs of heart, 
that elevation of mind, that total fuperiority 
to all feliifh and worldly paflions, which dif* 
tinguifhed the divine Author of our religion j 
and they are the moft convincing proofs, that 
humanity and love, in the higheft perfeftion, 
is the genius of Chriftianity. 

As was propofpd, in the feconi place, let 
us allow our thoughts to dwell a little on the 
excellencies of the fpirit of love, Firft, then, 
love is the moft amiable and the moft beau- 
tiful of all objefts of contemplation, Good- 
nefs, genuine goodoefs, where-ever it appears, 
charms the heart of man. The native indi* 

catiocus 
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cations of it in the features, tlie looks, the 
tone of the voice, or gcfhires of the body^ 
ftrike every beholder with pleafure. The 
beauty, efpecially, of kind and humane, of 
charitable and generous deeds, has ever been 
felt and acknowledged by all mankind. In a; 
word, all the various emanations of .a kini 
and benign heart, in looks', in voire^ in words, 
m attitudes^ or anions, are pleafing to the 
view of every obferver. And hence it is, that 
the fpirit of love, operating and difplaying it- 
felf in the charafters and manners of man- 
kind, gives them their chief beauty and ex- 
cellence. Where this is wanting, that artifi- 
cial politenefs which is in fo high eftimationn 
among the higher ranks of mankind, gives- 
an apparent, rather than a real, grace and a- 
miablenefs to their manners. That politenefs; 
which flows from real afFeftion and humility^ 
will ever be- found to be the moft genuine^ It 
may, indeed, want fame of the exterior 
graces which arife from elegant attitudes and 
motions of the body, or from certain pro- 
prieties of voice and language: but as the- 
effential part of politenefs crnififts i-n attend- 
ing to thofe things which may pleafe or be a— 
greeable as far as is confiftent with truth and 
integrity, in avoiding either in words or iw 
aftions what may hurt or offend, and in? 
laying afide fx'ivolous officioufnefs and ftu- 
died formality, unfeigned good-wili and af- 
fcdtion will engage to a more uniform a«d ef~ 
, ^ . D d 3 icQAiaA 
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^nd tlie truth of this maxim is verified hy n* 
niverfal experience. If we (how hearty good* 
-will and affeftioa to thoft with whom wc con- 
-vcrfe, or with whom we have any intercourfe, 
-wc can fcarce fail to receive the proper re- 
turns of good-will and kind difpofitions ott 
their part. Love without diffimulation con- 
quers ^very heart. Its empire is in a manner 
univerfal. Where it is known to be the ru- 
ling principle of any charafter, it will gain the 
hearts and apphiufes of thoufands, nay of, 
millions of mankind, who* never faw the per* 
fon, nor were ever within the reach of his be- ' 
neficcnce. But the mighty power of love 
appears, not only in winning the hearts of all 
men^ when there is no refiftance to be over- 
come arifing from envy, refcntment, or any 
of the malevolent pafiions ; but it appears 
more confpicuoufly in triumphing over ill- 
will, refentment, and malice of the mod con- 
firmed and inveterate kind : ** For if wc real- 
** ly, and from the bottom of Our hearts^ 
** love our enemies, (as our Saviour di- 
** rcfts) ; if we blefs them that curfe us j if 
** we do good to them that hate us; and if 
•* we pray for them that defpitefully ufe us 
" and pcrfecute us ; we will gradually foften 
*' and melt their hearts.** If we uniformly^ 
perfevere in returning good for evil, the bcft 
offices for the worft, there is fcarce any hu* 
man creature fo hardened and obftinatc as 
not to be mollified, and even reconciled, at 
laft. There is only one exception to this i 
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feftual prafticc of thcfc things than any artifi* 
cial rules and habits can poffibly do. 

It muft indeed be owned, that, confider^ 
ing how ill affe£led men are frequently to one 
another, they would be infupportable to each 
other without a portion of that diffimulatioa 
which is a coniiderable ingredient in the fa* 
ihionablc pplitenefs of the world. If men 
were to (hew, without difguife, that envy or 
contempt, that averfion or malice, which, a- 
las ! they too frequently have in their hearts^ 
they could not poffibly bear with one another*. 
It fervesy indeed, to maintain the peace and 
decency of fociety, that they mutually afb a 
part, though f&r from the moft fincere one.. 
But, furely, if men would, in good earneiV^ 
apply themfelves to the exerci£b of that mu* 
tual love which Chriftianlty eojoina, there 
' would be little occafion for that habitual m- 
iincerity in artificial profeffions of good- will 
and humility, which make up fo great a part 
of what is called good manners or good breed- 
ing. If love without diffimi^lation really 
warmed our hearts, it would beautify our 
manners more efte£tually than all artificial 
rules without it can poffibly do. 

Further, in the fecond pdace, the excellen- 
cy of the principle of love will appear, if we 
confidcr, that it is not only a moft amiable, 
but alfo a moft powerful otie. And indeed its 
power is fo great, that it is difficult to cnu- 
la^race or dcfcribe all its mighty effefts. It is 
^a eftablilhed majdm^ That lave begets love \ 

and 
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- and tlic truth of this maxim is verified by u- 
xiiverfal experience. If we fliow hearty gooct 
_"will and affeftion to theft with whom we con-. 
. verfe, or with whom we have any intercourfc, 
"WC can icarce fail to receive the proper re- 
turns of good-will and kind difpoiitions on 
their part. Love without diOtmulation con- 
c^uers 6 very heart. Its empire is in a manner 
univerfal. Where it is known to be the ru- 
ling principle of any charaAerj it will gain the 
hearts and apphufes of thoufandsj nay of. 
millions of mankind, who- never faw the per- 
fon, nor were ever within the reach of his be- ' 
xieficence. But the mighty power of love 
appears, not only in winning the hearts of all 
ine% when there is no refiftance to be over- 
come arifing from envy, refcntment, or any 
ef the malevolent paffions 5 but it appears 
more confpicuoufly in triumphing over ill- 
will, refentment, and malice of the moft con- 
firmed and inveterate kind : *^ For if we real- 
«* ly, and from the bottom of Our hearts^ 
** love our enemies, (as our Saviour di- 
. ** refts) 5 if we blefs them that curfe us ; if 
** we do good to them that hate us ; and if 
** we pray for them that defpitefully ufe us 
** and perfecute us ; we will gradually foften 
<* and melt their hearts.* If we uniformly 
perfevere in returning good for evil, the bcfk 
offices for the worft, there is firarce any hu» 
man creature fo hardened and obftinatc as 
not to be mollified, and even reconciled, at 
laft. There is only one exception to this t 
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When the good man's meafurcs of coik1b£1: 
and coiuTe of action continue to oppofe and 
thwart the worldly interefts, ajid ambitious 
views, of his adverfaries ; in that cafe, the 
moil fteady exercife of the pureft and znoft 
perfeft goodnefs will have no cffeft. This^ 
was the ftate of things betwixt our bleSed Sa- 
viour and the rulers of the Jcwilh nation, 
and was the caufe that his inimitable and un- 
conquerable goodnefs had no influence upon 
them. But when this is not the cafe, an -uni- 
form courfe of kindnefs and good offices, . 
which carry demonftration along with them, 
that there are no remains of refentment at 
bottom, or no other wrong principle opera- 
ting within, will fooner or later produce their 
effeft, and beget love and eftcem. 

We may further add, as another proof of 
the mighty power of love, that when any 
one is called to the delicate and difficult of* 
£ce of admonifhing and reproTing others 
for their follies and vices, nothing but the 
workings of real afleftion appearing to the 
full conviftion of the guilty perfon himfelf^ 
can reconcile his mind to the reprover, and 
give real energy and efficacy to what he 
lays. The power of love, in fuch cafes, far 
furpafles the power of the fineft eloquence. 
When love manifeftly diftates the reproof, it. 
will draw tears from the eyes of the profligate 
and abandoned, and even of the hardened 
in vice and profligacy, and make him con- 
ccive a higher degree of aflfeftion and- efteeaat 

for 
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for the friendly advifer than ever he had be- 
fore ; and fometimes the fucccfsful execu- 
tion of an office of this kind, proves the com« 
mencement of a friendfliip that lafts through 
life. 

We may ftill add upon this head, that it is 
love which infpires the foul with generous and 
noble deigns j and with that refolution and 
forthudc which is neceffary to execute them. 
Thofe heroic adlions which are recorded in 
hiftory, and which we read with admiration, 
have, for the moft part, been the effects of the 
love of one's country, of particular friendfliip, 
or of an ardent zeal for fome important inter* 
efts of mankind* Thus heroifm, the trueft 
faeroifm, derives its chief excellence and 
ftrength from the fpirit of love. 

Laftly, The mighty power of love difplays 
itfelf in uniting and binding mankind toge« 
ther. A renowned leader in fcience or in 
arts, a fuperior of diftinguifhed virtues and 
talents in any impoi^tant department in focie- 
ty, prioduces a wonderful union and harmo^ 
ny among his admirers and adherents. The 
warm attachment, for inftance, of all foldiers 
to a favourite general, or of all the fubjefts 
to a beloved prince, what good-will, what 
unanimity of views, does it produce among 
the foldiers or fubjefts ? How does it make 
them forget their little animofities, and inter* 
fering interefts, and join heart and hand in 
the fervice of him who is the common objcft 
of their affcftion ? In a word, love is that 

iuvifible^ 
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invlfible, but mighty chain, which links man- 
kind together in a thoufand ways. And it 
is by thcfe aflbciations that their perfonal in- 
terefts, and the intereft of the public, are fre- 
quently promoted in the moft cffedlual way. 

To all which we may add, that this prin- 
ciple of love fhall at laft demonftrate the whole 
extent of its power, by uniting the whole vir- 
tuous and holy part of mankind into one hap- 
py and glorious fociety, under the one great 
Mediator and Head Jefus Cbrift the righteous. 
And as he is the perfect image of the inTi* 
iible God, it ihall, through him, unite them 
sdl to the great Parent of the univerfe. And 
thus love fhall be the eternal and indifToIvable 
bond of union to the whole immortal empire 
of Jehovah. 

The third and laji proof of the excellency 
of the fpirit of love, is its being the fburcc of 
joy and happinefs. This is a point that needs 
»o laboured illuilration or proof. We need 
only appeal to every one's feeling, that love is 
the temper, nay the very cffence of happi- 
nefs. Every fentiment of the human breail, 
in fo far as it partakes of benignity, it is hap- 
pinefs ; and in fo far as it partakes of malig- 
nity, it is mifery. If we had our choice i« 
the manner of making ourfelves happy, we 
could not fix upon any thing more effeAual, 
than to have our hearts overflowing with the 
warmeft affection to every human creature, 
without the Icafl tinfture of any malevolent 
^r difquicting paffions. The only thing fur- 
ther 
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tber wiahting to complete our happinefs, would 
be the aflurance of the favour of God, to fe* 
cure and perpetuate it. Let us fuppofe this 
attaine^l, and then try, if we can even ima- 
gine a more happy ftate than that of a maa 
«« who dwells in love/* who is fatisficd with 
his lot in life, and who rejoices in the divine 
adminiftration. In fuch a ftate, furely« the 
mind muft be open to reliih, with the fulleil: 
pleafure, all the enjoyments of life ; and it 
muft alfo be in the beft difpofition to do good, 
and to relieve the neceffities, to fympathife 
with the forrows, and to fhare in the joys, of 
all mankind. 

Thefe are the natural and noble effe£b of 
the fpirit of love : where-ever it prevails, it 
renders the poffe^rs amiable^ powerful, and 
happy. 

To conclude : Let us not fatisfy ourfelves 
with admiring and praiCng the excellency of 
this fpirit ; but let us be folicitous to trani^ 
plant it into our hearts, and to exhibit the 
blefied effects of it in our lives. Let it ever 
be our affiduous care, to check the £rft rifings 
of all the malevolent paffions, and to cheriih 
the firft motions of the benign affections. Let 
us habitually lift up our. fouls in earneft 
prayers to Almighty God, that he may kindle 
in our hearts the facred flame of love to him- 
felf and to mankind, and that he may height- 
en and increafe it by the continual influences 
of his Holy Spirit. In all the intercourfes 
of fociety, let us embracp every opportunity 

that 
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that offersj and even (eek opportunities^ of 
cxercifing our own friendly afiedions ; and 
let us be equally careful to extinguKh the be* 
ginnings of animofity .and hatred^ and to 
fpread love and friendihip among all thofe 
to whom our influence can any how reach : 
for if we fet ourfelves in earneft to do fOf 
we may be aflured the kind difpoiitions will 
gather ftrength, and will grow up till they 
gain the afcendency in our fouls. And under 
the dominion of thoie gentle mafters^ we 
fliall be amiable in the eyes of meo, we fhall 
be acceptable in the fight of God, we fhall 
be happy in ourfelves, we fhall be ufeful 
in the world ; and at our departure hence, 
we fhall be fit to be tranflated into thofe bliiT- 
ful regions of the new heaven, and of the 
new earthy where peace and harmony, Jove 
and friendihipi fhall have their everlafling a«, 
bode. 
« 

"We now proceed to offer a few obfervations 
on the THIRD affertion in the text, viz. That 
Chriftianity is the fpirit of a found mind. 

In entering upon this part of the fubjeft, 
kt it be obferved, in order to prevent mif- 
takes, that two things feecn principally to be 
comprehended under the notion of foundnefs 
of mind : ifi. That the mind is fettled in 
fuch a flate of freedom from the perturba- 
tion and darkening influence of all irregular 
paffions^ that it is in a capacity to iudge fair- 
ly and juftly of things according to truth and 

nature i 
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nature 5 and, 2dfy, That it can adhere with 
ftedfaftncfs to thefc right judgements, even in 
jthe moft trying fcencs of life. It will furc* 
ly be admitted, that it is not the meaning of 
the aflcrtioa in the text, that Chriftianity 
^Ivei^ us better .natural powers than we would 
have had without it ; but only that it affifts 
%is in the free and genuii\e ufe of thofe 
powers, in whajtcver degree we are poflefled 
of them. 

Now, that the fpirit of Chriftianity has a 
natural tendency to preferve foundnefs of 
mind, and to lead to wifdom in the conduft 
of life, will appear from the following obfer*- 
vations. 

Firfi, That k is one principal end and in- 
tention of Chriftianity, to eftablifli fuch ra* 
tional and folid principles of religion, as, if 
followed out, would prevent or correft all 
fuch fuperftitious and enthufiaftic notions 
as tend to relax the obligations of morality, 
and to fubftitute fome thing elfc in their ftead. 
The conceptions which the religion of Jefus 
gives us of the nature and perfedlions of God, 
as a Spirit poflefted of all moral excellencies, 
lead us to conceive, that the praftice of thofe 
moral virtues which makes us refemble him, 
is abfolucely indifpenfablek Our holy reli- 
gion not only enjoins us, in general terms, 
•* to ,be followers of God as dear children ; 
** to be holy, as God is holy ; perfect, as our 
** heavenly Father is perfect :" but it aflures 
us in the moft exprefs and folemn terms, that 
. Vol. III. E c the 
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the aeceptancc and favour of God cannot foe 
obtained by rite$ and ceremonies, or any 
thing whaifoeyer, wkhout holinefs of heart 
and life. That ^without holinefs no man 
^' (hall feethe Lord»^ is one of its fundamen- 
tal principles ; and it is folemaly declared to 
be the grand and ultimate end of the whole 
difpenfation of the gofpel^ ^* to purify mens 
i* hearts, and make them zealous for good 
^* works.** Our bleffed Saviour ftood forth, 
through his whole life, an undaunted cham- 
pion for pure and .undefiled religion, for the 
weightier ^natters of the law, judgement^ 
anercy, ^d faith, in dired oppofition to the 
iuperfticious, enthufiaftic, and corrupt opi- 
nions of his bigotted countrymen ; and it was 
in fupport of this glorious caufe that he Aif- 
fered even to the death. Whoever reads the 
^ofpels with any degree of attention, muft 
be convinced, that he' laboured, through his 
-whole life, with the warmed and moft inde- 
fatigable zeal, to ropt out all fuperflitious opi- 
hioiis of every kind, and to plant in their 
Acad the grand principle of true religion. 
That there can be no acceptance with God, 
sio evidence of a title to future felicity, with* 
jout a life of good works proceeding from a 
good heart. Whoever, therefore, imagines, 
jihat Chriftianity encourages or promotes fu* 
|)er{lition, or fubf^itutes any thing whatfo- 
£ver indead of real holinefs, muft either be 
grofsly' ignorant of what it is, or muft be 
jprejuj^ic^ againft it to an aftonifliing degree. 

Now 
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Now It is extremely obvious, that if thi» 
one momentous and capital principle of our 
religioni "That without holincfs no man 
•« fhall fee the Lord,?' were firmly eftablifhed 
in the minds of men, it would have a mighty 
influence on the whole fyftem of their opi- 
nions, and on the whole conduft of their 
lives. This fingle principle operating with it» 
full power, and to its whok extent, wouk^ 
root out multitudes of foolifh,. trifling, and 
pernicious opinions j it would correft innu- 
merable wcaknefles and follies j and would bc- 
a chief mean of ftrengthening and perfect- 
ing human reafon itfelf. The effects of ic 
on life would be no lefs fignal : it would fl.^ 
men at once in' a right choice as to the greae 
endisoflife, and as to the means of accom- 
pliihing them •, no ends could be propofedy 
or means employed, but fuch as the ftrrfteft 
virtue, and pureft religion, would' approve 
and recommend. The fpirit of the gofpel i* 
therefore favourable, in a very remarkable 
manner, to foundnefs of mind, and wifdom o£ 
conduA. 

Again, let it be obferved, in the fecond' 
place, that the fpirit of Chriftiaoity has » 
powerful tendency to mortify and fubdue all 
thofe irregular paflions which prove the chief 
hindrances to the beft exercife of our rational 
powers. 

Every one who has given the leaft attention 

to- human life, muft have obferved, that the 

tafte for the afiluenco and riches^ for the 
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povirer and dignity, and ^or the fplendid ac- 
commodations and elegancies of life, rifes fre* 
quently to fuch an immoderate height, that 
it makes men loie fight of the true'dignity of 
human nature,, and engages them in the pur* 
fult of thefe perifhing objeAs, with as great 
Jirdor as if the poiTcfiion and enjoyment of 
them conftituted thdip chief happinefs and glo« 
ry. That vehement paiSons of this kind dark* 
j^n mens und^rltandings, enfeeble their moral 
fcntiment9, and lead them to form 2\ thoufand 
falie judgements and wrong eftimates con- 
cerning the real worth of things, is abundant- 
ly evident from daily experience and obfenra- 
tion. And when thefe worldly pailions gain 
an afcendency in the minds of . fuch men as 
are at the fame time under the full dominioa 
of ftlf-Iove, of pride and ambition, they not 
only diilurb^and blind their underftandings %, 
but, if they happen to meet with unexpect- 
ed and fevere difappointments and mortifi- 
cations, they fometimes rife to fuch a height 
of violence, as terminates in total diftraAioi^ 
and madnefi in aU. its mod frightful forms. 

The fpirit of Chriftianity is the moft na-* 
tural and effeftual remedy againft the excefles 
of all fnch paffions : for it is manifeftly the 
defign of this divine inftitution, to raife the 
minds of men <o a ftrong and commanding 
fenfe of the excellence of virtue in itfelf, and 
to a lively faith of the glorious rewards await- 
ing it in a future ftate. It is a fundamental 
maxim of the morality of the gofpel. That 

tic 
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the chief happinefs and chief glory of hu* 
man nature lies in the virtuous endowment* 
and difpoAtions of the heartj and not iiv 
worldly pofleffions or enjoyments of any kind*. 
Whoever therefore has imbibed the fpirit of 
%his religion^ will have his fupreme affedlions 
fet on the things which are above, on fplritual 
and eternal bbjcfts ^ the effefi of which muft 
ncceflarily be, that the love ^f inferior and- 
earthly, objedtsvvill aba^, and ceafe to main* 
tain the empire in his foul : ** We cannot 
« ferve two mafters : we cannot ferve God> 
*^ and. Mammon*'* In- fo far, therefore, as 
men are really under the influence of Chri* 
ftian principles, thofe irregular paflions which 
darken their underftandings, which weakea 
their moral powers^ and incapacitate them for 
forming right judgements with regard to the 
true ends and true happinefs of life, will be- 
j&ibdued and mortified; And^when the ob- 
ftrudlions from thefe paffions^are removed^> 
the nobler faculties of the mind will exerr 
themfelves with vigour, and govern the life:: 
according to the dictates of truth and wifdom* 
. Thefe happy effedls of the fpirit of the go- 
fpel', in. keeping all the paffions-within fuciv 
bounds as not to ftop or difturb the proper 
ejcercife of the finer powers, may have been 
of unfpeakablc benefit to the human race in. 
former ages, and may continue to be fo, tilt 
the confummation of all things. The minds^ 
of thoufands may have been eftablifted irxi 
fixch a flate of moderation and felf-govern - 
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ment, as has prevented their paffions from 
rifing £b fuch hurtftil or fuch fatal cxcefles^ 
as their natural degree of ftrength might have 
occafioned, if they had not been mellowed 
and fubdued by the facred and powerful in^ 
fluence of the gofpel : and if the fpirit of 
Chriftianity fhould more and more prevail, 
as there is good ground to hope, thefe blefled 
eEc<5bs will alfo nore and more increafe. At 
the fame time it is to be feared, that many 
perfons in Chriftian countries make fo little 
improvement of their fpiritual advantages,, 
that they fuffer their pride, their ambition^ 
their revenge,, and worldly lufls, to hurry 
them on to the fame heights of madnefs, as. 
if they had never heard of the Chriilian reli^ 
ftion. When, indeed, that moft deplorable 
iLire o£ human nature, total phrenzy, takes 
it3 rife from fome ftrange diforders in the Ani- 
mal frame, without any aid from ^ungo vera- • 
?ble pafiionfi, Chriftianity can have no in- 
Hueqcc to prevent er cure it, at leaft, in any 
other way than as it enjoins us, ** to mortify 
*^ the fiefl>4 to britig the body under, and keep 
"^< it in fubjeiStion.'* 

It was obferved above, that ftrong felf-lovc 
and pride have a great infltience in ralfing <he^ 
worldly paffions to an immoderate height. It 
is worthy of particular attpntion,, that the fpi- 
rit of Chriftianity intcrpofes its friendly aid 
here alfo, by forming men to fobpr and lowly 
thoughts of themfelves. The maxims and 
precepts of the gofpel fhow fufficient)y, that 

humility 
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hnmility is an importaBt and cffential part o£ 
the Chriftian difpofition. Thus the apoftlc 
exhorts, Rom. xik 13. *^ I fty unto every maa 
♦* that 13 among you, not to think of himfelf 
'^ more highly than he ought to think, but 
*< to think foberly.** This fobricty of mind ». 
though perhaps it cannot be reckoned a dif- 
tinft virtue from all others, yet it is a diftxn- 
guifhing part of a right ftatc of mind, and is 
the beft ground-work on which the fuper- 
ftrufture of a virtuous charafter can be raifed. 
Mark the pcrfon that is void of this fbber 
fcnfe of himfelf, and you muft be very undif- 
ccrning in charafters, if you do not perceive 
in him maay foibles at leaft, if not many vices. 
The chief ingredients of this fobriety of mind 
are thefe two, humility, and equity of difpofi- 
tion. 

Thofe who retain an habitual fenfe of their 

conftant'dependencc on divine Providence, of 

their utter infufficiency for their own happi- 

nefs, of their manifold imperfeftions, and of 

their accountablcnefs to God for their whole 

behaviour, cannot be high-minded. Such 

perfons will not difcover a propenfity to com* 

pare themfelves only with thofe who are their 

inferiors in natural powers, acquired accom- 

. plifhments, and moral attainments, that they 

may feed their vanity with their own real or 

fancied fuperiority. They will rather be dif- 

pofed to compare themfelves with thofe who 

. are their fuperiprs In all thefe refpefts •, and. 

not even fatisfied with this, they will chufe to 

meafu' 
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nieafure their auLiinmcD^ 
moral perfeftion which i^ 
bofoms, and which is ck-ii 
purity and perfection of the i 
comparative views will foon 
fible how little caufe theiy h,. 
thcmfclves in vain, felf^compl 
important imaginfUions. On 
thefe fober views of thiogs ^' 
with fentiments of genuine 1j 
of entertaining felf-magnifyiM 
will feel pious regret upon iht 
being ftill fo far Ihort of the 
ral excellence, and they will 
for row when ihey reHetS oii 
failings and infirmities of which 
confcious ; and, under thcfe hi 
they will earneftly implore the 
givcnefs of God in Jefus C] 
whom they hope to receive ih^ 

It muft-be obvious to every 
reflection, that the humble ftate oJ 
now defcribed, will be a perpetti 
on.thofe boilings of refentment, ih 
of pride and ambition, and thofc flor 
ginations about worldly happinefsj 
ftrangely blind the underflanding, aiiti 
fiou the grofltft departures from rai\ 
judgements and \vife condu^St* Again, t 
and fairnefs of mind is alfo a great fecurji 
gainft wrong judgements and wrong codo 
in the affairs of life. Obferve a man Mnu 
the dominion of felf^ove, feJf-will, and r* 

inv 









the fpirit of Chriftianlty. jjj 

intereft, and you will fee him form judge- 
ments fo manifeftly and reproachfully partial 
as muft aftonifli every impartial fpedlator. Oa 
the other hand, obferve a man of a fair and 
equitable difpofition, and you ihall. fee hio^ 
give judgement with readinefs and^ alacrity a- 
^ainft his own intereft, when* juftice or equity 
requires it. In the language of facred writ,. 
** He fweareih to his own hurt, and changeth 
^' not.** That humility and equity are funda- 
mental virtues in the Chriflian fcheme of mo« 
paiity, will not be called in queftion. * The 
fpirit of Chriftianity, therefore, muft be ac« 
knowledged to be conducive, ia a remarkable 
manner, to foundnefs of mind, and to improve* 
ment in real wifdom. 

We fliall only add, in the tkird place, that 
the fpirit of Chriftianity produces a. pleafing; 
cOmpofure and ferenity of foul,, which has the 
moft friendly influence on the beft exercife of 
our rational faculties. 

The real Chriftian is not only delivered 
from the tumult of impetuous paflions, but 
he is folaced with profped^s and hopes of the 
moft comfortable and peaceful kind. In this 
ftate of tranquillity and peace, he has the full 
command of all his faculties, and can exercife 
them to the beft purpofes, and in the beft 
manner. Every one's own experience aflures 
him, that whatever difturbs his mind, dark- 
ens and enfeebles it ; and, on the contrary^ 
whatever compofes his mind, brightens and 
invig,orate3 it. Every one's obf^rvation^ either 

oa 
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on himfelf or others, alfo informs him, that 
deliberate forethoirght, found judgements, 
and wife purpofes, cannot dwell amidft hurry 
and confufion ; and that they are only to be 
found in the habitations of order, quietnefsj 
and peace. As the eye, in a ferene and ua- 
eloudcd iky, fees every objeft within its reach 
in the moft diftinil manner ^ fo the mind 
fees every thing clearly when it b free from 
the perturbations of paffion, and the difquic- 
tudes of care and anxiety. Thus it appears, 
that the fpirit of Chriftianity is conducive, in 
a variety of ways, to foundncfs of mind, and 
wifdom of conduct. 

What an admirable thing, then, is the rc^- 
ligion of Jefus, which, while it ** makes us 
** wife unto falvation," makes us alfo wife as to 
this world, fo far as our natural faculties arc 
capable 1 ' ^ • 

All that has been (aid. of the excellency 
of the fpirit of the gofpel, has been confined tp 
the three ingredients of it mentioned in the 
text. But if we were to difplay the gofpel>- 
morality in its full extent, as comprehending 
piety, purity, equity, humility, and the whole 
train of Ghriftian virtues, many new and ftri- 
king excellencies would rife up to our view. 
And if we were to add to the divine morality 
of the gofpel, a delineation of its peculiar 
dodlrines, and of their- excellence, and fuit- 
ablenefs to the wants and exigencies of man- 
kiad ia their prefent ftatc> we would clear- 
ly 
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ly difcern, that it was juftly proclaimed by the 
angel at our Saviour^s birth, to be " glad ti- 
*^ dings of great joy which fhall be to all 
*« people/' 

" If we were, for inftancc, to fliew, that the 
gofpel is light to tbofe who were fitting in 
darknefs } that it is pardon to the guilty ; that 
it is the power of the Spirit of God to purify 
and fandtify thofe who groan under corrup- 
tion and a body of fin ^ and that it gives the 
afiured profpedt of an immortal life in a glo- 
rious refurrcftion-ftate to thofe who, through 
fear of death, would be all their life fubjeA to 
bondage : I fay, if we were to paint Chriftia- 
nity in thefe interefting lights, we would clear- 
ly fee, that it is, in all refpe^ts, *• worthy of 
^ all acceptation;** and that it is fhe only 
fpurce of confolation to the heart of man, that 
can never fail him in any circumftances or fi- 
tuation of life, or at the approaches of death 
;and diflblution itfelf. 

To which we may ftili add, that if we were 
to compare the gofpel, both as to it« dodlrines 
and as to its morals, with the moft admired 
fchemes of ancient Heathen moralifts, its fu- 
perior excellence, in both refpefts, would ap- 
pear in the moft convincing light. But as 
there is not room for treating thefe important 
topics in one difcourfe, we fiiall conclude 
with a few brief refleftions on what hath been 
faid. 

I. Fi&ST, thep^ if the gefpel has a manifeft 

tendency 
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tendency to form men to the moft amiable, the 
moft excellent, and mofl: ufeful difpofitions, 
it muft be total inattention, want of difcern- 
ment, or want of tafte for excellence even of 
the higheft order, that can make any one in- 
ieniible of its worth and excellence. To which 
we may add, that thofe who employ their time 
And talents to depretiate this excellent and ufe* 
ful inftitution, and to bring it into contempt, 
cannot be deemed true friends to mankind* 
and to the moft important interefts of human 
fociety. 

a. If the gofpel is really fo excellent and fo 
nfefuU as has been faid, let us beware of cn-> 
tertaining prejudices againft it. Let none de- 
ceive themfelves with an opinion, that preju* 
dices are harmlefs and innocent^ or» at leaft, 
that they cannot.be criminal in any confider* 
able degree^ Let none imagine, th^t that lU 
bcrty of thinking, wfcich is the unalienable 
right of mankind, intitlcs them to think and 
to believe as they pleafe, and whatever they 
pleafe. On the contrary, every one of us 
ought, to refleft, with the utmoft ferioufnefs, 
on the facred obligations wc arc under, to ex- 
e^ife our underftandings impartially in the 
fearch of truth, and to judge according to 
the evidence which God hath laid before us. 
It is true, that wc are not accountable to any 
human jurifdiftion for our thoughts, and the 
ufe and improyen^ient we make of our under- ' 
ftandings. But, at the fame time, it is equal- 
ly true, that we are as really accountable to 

God 
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God for our ways of thinking, as for our 
ways of ailing. There will be a mighty dif* 
fcrencc found at the divine tribunal, betwixt 
liberty of thinking and licentioufnefs of think- 
ing, betwixt judgements formed from the juft 
exercife of our rational powers, and- thofc 
which have been formed under the influence 
ef worldly and felfifh pafSons^ Nothing caa 
be more equitable, than that thofe who^ 
through corrupt paflions, have Ihut their eyes 
againd the light which would have directed 
their fteps, comforted then- hearts, and led 
them in the patb of life, fhould fuSer all the 
confequences of their own willful condudt. 
He who is the truth hath aiTured us, that it 
ihall be the ground and caufe of the con- 
demnation of many, " that they have loved 
** darknefs rather than light, becaufe their 
" deeds have been evil.*** 

To conclude : Let .us make th£ various ex-^ 
cellencies of the fpirit of the gofpel the fre-^ 
quent and favourite fubje£t of our moft i*eti- 
red and ferious meditation ;. and in thefe 
hours of retirement, let us lay our hearts ful- 
ly opea to thofe impreflions which the con* 
templatioa of its excellenQ&. will naturally 
make upon us. The minds of mod men are 
fufceptible of impreflions from moral excel- 
lence. And when^ we perceive, that a very 
kigh degree of it fhines through the whole go- 
fpel,, we will be difpofed to hearken with fair* 
nefs and impartiality to the many other ftri-^ 
king proofs of its truth and divinity. And 

Vol. UL F £ ^ 
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as our hearts are more and more fmitten with 
the love of truth and virtue, prejudices will 
vauifh, and our faith in the divine mifSon 
of Jefus will be gradually confirmed, *• till 
** we are filled with 4>eace and joy in belie* 
*^ ving." 
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